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22—PLATE-TECTONIC FEATURES
REF NO DESCRIPTION SYMBOL CARTOGRAPHIC SPECIFICATIONS* NOTES ON USAGE*
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*For more information, see general guidelines on pages A-i to A-v.
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Active convergent plate boundary—Showing accre-
tionary prism. Sawteeth on upper plate

Active convergent plate boundary—Approximately 
located. Sawteeth on upper plate

Active transform fault, sense of offset unspecified—
Approximately located

Active transform fault, right-lateral offset—
Accurately located. Arrows show relative motion

Active transform fault, left-lateral offset—Accurately 
located. Arrows show relative motion

Active transform fault, normal offset—Accurately 
located. Hachures on downthrown side

Active transform fault, right-lateral offset—Approx-
imately located. Arrows show relative motion

Active transform fault, left-lateral offset—Approxim-
ately located. Arrows show relative motion

Active transform fault, normal offset—Approximately 
located. Hachures on downthrown side

Ancient convergent plate boundary—Approximately 
located. Sawteeth on upper plate

Active convergent plate boundary—Accurately 
located. Sawteeth on upper plate

Ancient convergent plate boundary—Accurately 
located. Sawteeth on upper plate

Ancient transform fault, sense of offset unspecified
—Approximately located

Active spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge, with rift
—Approximately located. Sawteeth point in direc-
tion of spreading

Active spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge, without 
rift—Approximately located. Sawteeth point in 
direction of spreading

Ancient spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge—
Approximately located. Sawteeth point in direction 
of spreading

Surface trace of active deep-seismofocal or sub-
duction zone—Approximately located. Sawteeth 
on upper plate

Active transform fault, sense of offset unspecified—
Accurately located

Ancient transform fault, sense of offset unspecified
—Accurately located

Active spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge, with rift
—Accurately located. Sawteeth point in direction 
of spreading

Active spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge, without 
rift—Accurately located. Sawteeth point in direc-
tion of spreading

Ancient spreading axis or mid-oceanic ridge—
Accurately located. Sawteeth point in direction of 
spreading

Surface trace of active deep-seismofocal or sub-
duction zone—Accurately located. Sawteeth on 
upper plate

Surface trace of active deep-seismofocal or sub-
duction zone—Showing fore-arc sediments. Saw-
teeth on upper plate

May also be shown in 
black or other colors.

May also be shown in 
black or other colors.

May also be shown in 
black or other colors.

May also be shown in 
other colors.

May also be shown in 
other colors.

May also be shown in 
other colors.
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22—PLATE-TECTONIC FEATURES (continued)
REF NO DESCRIPTION SYMBOL CARTOGRAPHIC SPECIFICATIONS* NOTES ON USAGE*
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*For more information, see general guidelines on pages A-i to A-v.
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Continental slope—Showing margin filled by sedi-
mentation. Rectangles point downslope

Seamount, nonvolcanic origin—Sawteeth point 
downslope

Outline of basin—Approximately located. Sawteeth 
point into basin

Seamount, volcanic origin—Sawteeth point down-
slope

Volcanic ridge or edifice—Approximately located. 
Hachures point downslope

Continental slope—Approximately located. Rectan-
gles point downslope

Seamount, nonvolcanic origin (shown as point sym-
bol when too small to outline at map scale)

Seamount, volcanic origin (shown as point symbol 
when too small to outline at map scale)

Volcanic ridge or edifice—Accurately located. 
Hachures point downslope

Margin of oceanic rise—Approximately located. 
Hachures point downslope

Outline of basin—Accurately located. Sawteeth 
point into basin

Continental slope—Accurately located. Rectangles 
point downslope

Margin of oceanic rise—Accurately located. Hach-
ures point downslope

Deep-sea trench—Patterned where filled by sedi-
mentation

Guyot—Hachures point downslope

May also be shown in 
other colors.
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