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GEOLOGIC ATLAS OF 'THE UNITED STATES. 

The Gcolo.~jGal Survey is making a geologic atlas of the 
United States-, which is heil1g issued r.lilletl folios. 
Each folio includes topographie and 
area, together with descriptive text. 

THE TOPOGRAPHIC MAP. 

The featul'(:,s on the topographic lllap are of 
three distinct inequalities of sllrfacc, called relief, 
as plains, plHtenu8, hills, alld lllount"lins; (2) distribu-
tion of water, called as streallls, lakes1 a.nd 
(3j the works of man, CUUl1ye, ns roads, 
boundaries, villages, and eiLies. ~ 

Reh:ej.-All elevations are measured from HlCHll sea level. 
The heights of IIlall)" points are H('curateiy delermined, and 
those of the most important ones are given on the mi'lp in 
figures. It is desirable, ho\vf>ver, to gi\'e the elevation of all 
parts of the area mapped, to delineate the outliue 01' form of all 
slopes, an (I to indiclIte their grade or This is done 
by lines eadl of whieh is dnrwn through of equal ele\'a-
tion above mean St:'<l le\~el, the vertical iIltt:'l'Ynl represented by 
each spaee bctwf'en lines being the same throughout eHcll map. 
These lines nre called cOJ/four lines or, more brietl \', contours, 
and the uniform H'rtical (li"tan('e bet\\een eaeh two"eontours is 
called the contouT intr:rml. Contour lines and elevations are 
printed in brown. The manner in whi('h coutour lin,es express 
altitudf', form, and grade is shown in figure 1. 

FlOrRIe \.-ldeal view and correspondillj.{ contonr map. 

The sketch :J river VB Hey bptween two hills. In 
tIlt:' foregrOlliul tlll? seH, '\lth a bay that is partly ('losed hy 
a hooked sand hal'. On eaeh sirlf' of the v:dley iB a terral'e. 
The terrllCC on the rig-ht merges into a gentle hill slope; that 
on the left is u[L('keJ by a aSCf'ut to II cliff, or RCfll"p, \\ hidl 
contraBts with the gradunl awny from its ncst. In the 
map each of these features jndicat.ed, directly benoath its 
position in the sketch, by contour lint'R, The map docs not 
include the (liHtant portion of the yiew. The following notes 
may help to explain the use of contour lines: 

1. A contour line representR a ('ertain height ahove' sea 18\·e1. 
In this illustration the contour interval is 50 feel,; thel'efol"E' 
the contour lines arc llrawn at 50, 100, ] 50, and 200 feet, and 
so on, ahove mcan sea level. Along the contour at 250 feeL lie 
aU points of the surface t.hat Ht"e 250 f~et above the sea~that is, 
thii:l contour would be the shore line if the sea \vere to rise 250 
feet; alon!!: the contour at 200 feet. are all points that nrf> 200 
fcet abo\'e the sea; and so on. Tn the i:lpace bet,"ween any two 
contours are u11 pointR whose elevations are aboy,=, the lower 
and below the lligher ('on tour. Thus the ('ontnur at 100 ft'f't 
falls jUSL helow the edge of the tenace, and tltat at :l00 feet lit:'i'! 
above the terrace; therefore all pointB on tile terrace arc shown 
to be more tlwn 150 but leB8 than 200 feet abo\"e the sea. 
The surumit of t.he higher hill is rm:nh(l GiO (feet aboye sea 
Im'el); accordingly the ('ontoUT at ()oO feet surrounds it. In 
t.his illust.ration all the contoUl' ]ines arc nuwbered, and ihose 
for 260 and riOO feet are accentuated by being made heavier. 
Usually it is !lot desirable. to number all the contour lines. 
The a('centnating flnd numhpring of ('ertain of them~say eyery 
fifth one-suffices and the ht'ights of the others may he l.lSeer
tained hy eOllnting up or dO\Vll from th('se. 

2. Contour lines show or' express the forms of sloJlell. ~\.s 

contours are continuous horizontal they wind 1311100tJlly 
about smooth surfaces, re('t:'dt:' into rpentrant of 
rllvillE'H, and project. in .passing around spurs or I"·o,mi,,wnees. 
These relations of cont.our curn'i:l Hnd 1:..0 of' t.he 

('an be Been f!"Om the map and 
lines sl~o\v thc approximate of any sl~pe. 

The yertical interval between two \'{mtours the same, whether 
they lie along a cliff or on a genLle i:llope; but. to attain a gi vell 
heif!;ht on a gentle slope one must go £ll'ther than on a :-ltcep 
siope, and therefore eontOUlli are fill' aplll't on gentle ~lop('s 

and near togethf'r on steep one". 
A small contour int~ryal is necessary to express the relief of 

a flat OJ' gently undulating country; a steep or mountainolls 
country can, as a rille, be a(lequately l'epresentell on the same 
seale by the use of a huger iuten-al. The smallest interya 1 
used on thc atlas sheets of the Geological Survey is 5 feet. 

This is in regions like the Mississippi Delta and the Dismal 
Swamp. For grellt mountain masses, like those in Colorado, 
the interval may be 250 feet nnd for less rugged country ('on
tour intervals of 10; 20, 2iJ, 50, and 100 feet are used. 

Draina,lje.-\Yater~oursf's are indicated by blue lines. Fora 
perennial stream the line is unbroken, but for an intermittent 
stream it is hrokcn or dotted. 'Vhere a stream sinks and 

the probable underground course is shmvll hy a 
blue linf'. Lakes, man~hes, and odler bodies of ,vater 

by conventional sigBs in blue. 
for the works of' man and all letOOr

are printed in 
,)ca"C.,.-j~l1e area of the Unit.ed States (exclusiye of Alaska 

and island possessions) is ubout 3,027,000 square miles. A 
mup of thif'. area, dl1Hvn to the scnle of 1 mile to the inch 
would cover 3,027,000 s<jlHlrc incile;::; of pnpel' aJul measure 
about 240 by 180 feet. Each sqLUHe mile of ground Sll1-iace 
wonld be reprcsented hy a square inch of map snrillee, and a 
linear mile on the ground by a linp..ar inch on the map. The 
seule may be also by a fraetion, of whieh the numer-
ator is a 011 the map and tue denominator the eorre-
spondiIl)!; lengt.h in nature expressed in the same unit. Thus, 
as there arc 6:3,;~60 inches in a the scale"] mile to the 
inch" i8 by the fradion 

Three are used on the sheets of the Geological 

inch on t.he Illap. 
surface 

a graduated line l'epre
a similar line indicating 
a fraction. 

OU""',',,,,a(".·~J "cmap of the Unit.ed Stat.es 
is being Rhed~ of eonvcnient size, wlrieh 
represent areHS houwlc,d parallel.; atHl meridians. ThCBc 
~Heas are ('aIled qnadrangle8. Eaeh sheet on t.he seale of ~"O~Oili) 
represents one s(llUl.l'e degrec-that iB, a of latitude by a 
degree of longitude; eaeh sheet on thp of reprebents 
one-fourth of a squal'e degree, and clich sheet on scale ot 

one-:-;ixteenth of a square degree. The arcus of the corre
sponding quadranJ!;les are about 4000, 1000, and 2;)0 square 
llliles, though HH'Y vary with the lat.itude. 

The atl:lS sheck;, heing only parts of Olle map of the United 
States, are not limited by politi('al boundary lines, such as 
those of States, ('ounties, an (I tow nships. Many of t.he maps 

arell" lying in two or m'en three States. '1'0 each 
and to the quadrangle it reprcsents, i::; given the name of 

some well-known town 01' natural featurc within its limits, and 
at the sideB and comers of each sheet nre printed the Hames of 
adjacent quadrangle::;, if the maps are published, 

THE GEOLOGIC MAl'S. 

The nwps l'cprt'6entillg the show, colors and 
convcntiowll ~ip;ns printed on topographic map, the 
di:3tribution of rock masses on the surface of the land and, by 
means of structure sections, their llnderf!;round relations, so far 
as known and in suell detail as the scale permits. 

KDi'llS OF lWCKS. 

I{oeks are of lllany kinds. On the geologic mnp they are 
diRtinguisheil w;; igneous, sedimentary, and metamorph~c. 

ignnms 1>oclcs.~Rocks that haw cooled and consolidated 
from a Hlate of fusion are known as igneous. Molten material 
hay from to t.ime IJeen forced upward in fissures or ehan-
lIel,.; of and i:lizf's through rocks of all t.o or 
llearly to the Itoeks formed by the of 
mohen material, or magma, within these ehannels~that is, 
below the surfu('('---:-al't! called ·irlil'u.siL'C. "'here the intrusive 
rock a fissure wit.h approximately pm'allel walls it is 
called a where it fills a large and irregular conduit the 

termed a Block. "\Vhere molten map;ma trayerses strat-
ified rocks it be intruded along betiding planes; sueh 

or "heels if comparatively thin, and lacco-
chambers prod ueell by the pressure 

of t.he mal!;Illa. roek molten material cool.; 
slowly, witll the result that roel~s are generally of 
crystalline texture. vVhere the channels reach the surfaee 
the molten material poured out t.hrough them iB called lwva, 
and lavas often build up volcanic mounli:lins. rocks 
that. have solidified at" the sllrface are called 
Lavas generally ('001 mort:' rapidly than intrusive 
a:--1 a rule contain, eBpe('ially in their superJieial parts, wore or 
lesH voleanie produced by rapi(l ehillillg. The outer parts 
oflanl How,:;; are uHlwlly porous, owing to the expansion of' 
the gai:lc,:; originally present in the magma. Explosive action, 
due to these gases, often aceoillpanies volcanic eruptions, 
causing cjt'etions of dust, ash, lapilli, and .larger fi .. agments. 
These materials, when cOllsolidated, constitute breceias, agglom-

and tuffs. 
l'oclcc~.~Uoeks composed of thc transported 

fragments or partielcs of older rocks that haye undf'r~one 

dii:lintegration, of volcanic ejecta deposited in lakes and seas, or 

of materials deposit.ed 111 such water bodies by chemical precipi
tation are termed 15ediuu:nta1-Y. 

The ehief ngent in the transportation of rock 46bris is water 
in Illation, including rain, streams, and the water of lakes awl 
of the sea. The materials are in large part carried ns solid 
particles, and the are then said to be mechanical. 
Buch a.rc which are latcl' consolidated 
int.o Sfllldstonc, shale. Some of the mate-
rials are earried in solution, and deposits of these are called 
or,!!anie if formed with the aid of lift.', or chelllical if formed 
·without. the aid of life. The more important rocks of chemical 
and organie origin are limestont', chert, salt, iron on" 
peat, lignite, and coal. Anyone of thc named 
may be f'leparatply formed, or the diITerent he 
intermingled in many way~, produeing a great variety 

AnodiCI' transporting flg-pnt is nil' in llIotion, or wind, lmd a 
third is icc in motion, or glaciers. The mORt characteristic of 
the wind-borne or eolinn deposits js loess, a fine-grained earth; 
the most characteristic of ghcial deposits is till, a hetcrogeneous 
mixture of bo·wlders and pebbles wit.h day or sand. 

Sedimentnry rocks arc usually made up of lllypr;::;. or beds 
·which can be separated. TheBe fire ealled 15trata, 
and rocks in such layers are to be stratified. 

The snrface of tlIe earth is n~t immomble; 0\ er wide regions 
it \'ery slowly rises or sinks, with referencc to the sea, and 
shorE.' . lint's ~re thereby changed. .L\.s a result of upwanl \ 
moyement manne sedimellt~1ry, ro(~ks may heeome part of the 
land, and most of our land areas are in faet orcupietI by rocks 
originally deposited as sedilllents in the 

Rocks exposed at the snrff~ce of tl1e air, 
watf'r, iee, animals, and plants, 
known as bact.erin. They 
soluble parts HTC leaehp(l ont, the 
left as a residual layer. \Vater washes this 

antI more 
matf'rial being 
material down 

the slopes, and it. is 
other bodiN! of wat~r. 
but it is 

carrietI by riYers t.o the,oeean or 
its journey is not eOlltinuous, 

huilt into river bars and flood plains, 
_-\.llu \·ial deposits 

belong to 
laver is commonly inC'lnded 

Theil' upper parts, o~cupied by th~ roots of 
eon:'!titute soils and subsoils, the soils being usually 

dist,inguisiw.! by a notable atImixture of matter. 
and by various 

processes, ro('ks may in composition 
and in texture. If the new pro-
nounced than the old such rorks arc ealled In 
the of metamorphism the cOllstituents of a chcmi(,~ll 

enter into new combinations and eertain substances 
may be or new ones added. A complete gradHtion [rom 
the primary to the metmnorphie form may exist within a 
single rock mass. Such changes transform sandsione into 
quartzite and limestone into marhle and modify other rocks 
in various ways. 

From time to timc during 
been deeply buried and hayc 
pressures, to slo\v movement, and to igneous intrusion have 
been afterward raised and later exposed by erosion. In such 
rocks the original structures may h:1\ e been lost entirely and 
new onE'S substituted. A syslem of planes of division, along 
which the rock. splits most readily, may have been deyeloped. 
This structure is called and may cross the original 

rocks rbanwterizcd by it 
Crvstal" of lllica or minerals nwy have gr~wn 

in t11e rock in "such a as to produce It laminaled or foliated 
structure known as The rocks characterized by this 
structure are schisfl3. 

As a rule, the oldest rocks are most altered and the young,=,l" 
formations haw es('aped metamorphism, hut to this mle there 
are many impOlinnt t.'o'lpeeially in l'egiolls of igneous 
activity fmd complex 

TOlOl.A.TlO.KS. 

For of 
above are inlo A :'!edimentmy 
formation l'ollt.ains bet~yeen its upper and lower limits either 
roelcs of uniform charw:-t~r or rocks more or 1ess uniformly 
"\\il.riell in eharader, for example, an alternation of shale and 
Hmestone. \Vhere fn}m one kind of rocks t.o 
another is gradufll it. may two eontigu-
ous formations by an 
dist.illct.ion depen~js alnlost 
An igneous fOl'mat-ion cont.ains one or more bodies of one kina, 
of' similar o('currenee, or of lil~e oTigil1. .r\ metanH1l11hic for
mation lllay cOlwist of rock of uniform eharat'ter or of se\ eral 
roeks having COlllIllon charaetel'i:3tics 01' origin. 

\Yhen for Reicntific or et'onomic reasons it is dcsimhle to 
re(,ognize and map one 01' more dl'yploped parts of a 
yaried formation, such parts arc member", or In" oom(' 
odler appropriate term, as '(!ntil.i:J. 

.\GER OF ROCKS. 

Geoloy'ic ti1lie.~The time during which rocks ·were made is 
divided into peripds. Smaller tim~ di visions are called epochs, 

/I 
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and still smaller ones stages. The age of a rock :is cxprC'Ssed 
by the name of the time interval in which it was fonned. 

The sedimentary formations deposited during a period are 
gron}wd to,2:f'ther into a 8yl:Jtnn. The pl'illeipal divisions of a 
system are ealled 8('}'ie8. Any aggregate of formations less 
th1ul a Rf'rie); is called a !Jrollp. 

Inasmuch as sedimeIlta:r;y deposits accumulate successively 
the youn~er rest on those tlwt are older, and their relative 
ages may be determined by observing their positions. In 
many rcpjons of intense' disturbance, howevcr, the beds have 
been o\'ertnrned by folding or superposed by faulting, so that 
it may be difficult to dntcrmine their relati \"e from thcir 
present positions; under !:;uch eondiLi,ons if prcsent, 
may indicate whieh of t.wo or more formations oldest. 

Mnny stratified rocks eontain f()ssil,~, the remains or 
imprints of plants and animals which, at the time the strata 
were dcpositcd, lived in bodies of ,yntcr or were ... \ashed into 
them) or were bmied in surficial deposits OIl the hlncl. Rueh 
roeks' are ('alled fossiliferous. By studying fossils it has 
been found t.hat the life of each period of the earth's history 
was to a extent different from that of other periods. 
Only the kinds of marine life existed when the oldest 
f()ssiliferom; rocks were deposited. From timl:' to time more 
complex kinds awl as the 8impler ones lived on in 
modified forms life more yaried. But during each 
period there lived peculiar forms, did 1Iot exist in ('arher 
timl:'s and lwve not existed sinpe; are c/w/Ylcieril5tic types, 
and they define the tlp:e of any bed of roek in whieh they are 
found, Other types on from period to period, and thus 
linked the forming fl. chnin of life from the 
t.ime of the rocks to the present. 'VJlere 
two seuimentHry formations are rernot.e from ea('h other ami it 
is impossible to obscne their relative positions) the charncter-
istic fossil found in thclll may (Ietermillc which 'was 
deposited Fossil remainR in the strata of different areas) 
provinc(~"" and f"ontineutr: afford the 1ll08t import.ant meHns for 
comhining local histories into a earth hist.ory. 

It is JllHll~V places diffieult or to dt'terllliue the age 
of an igneons frfrlllation, hut rlw rdatiw age~of .:mell n f()rm;J
t.ion can in generaJ be ascertailled by 
assoeiated Redimentary formation of known 
igneous maRS or is depositetl upon it. 
which llletallloTphi(' roeks \\ere formed from the 
may be shown bv their relations to formation.., of 

age; hut the l'('cohit'd on nwp i.., that of the 
masses llnd not. of dwir metamorphit>lll. 

culon}, and pa.tia}1s.-Ench f()l'lnation is :::;hown 011 

the map hy a dist.inetive combillation of color awl pattern allii 
is'lalwled hy a speriallett.er symbol. 

Patterns <compoAf'd of parallel 
fOl"l1lat.ions 

lineR m'e mwd to 
ill tlw jnlakes, 

tlots awl 
eirdes represent idluyial, nnd eolian i{ll'll1lltiollS. Pat
tel'l1~ of trianglf's and rhombs are u:::>ed for iguf'oUR fi)l'maLions. 
:Metamorphic rO{'k8 of unknown origill nre 
short <l~:shes placed; if the I"()(,k is 
mllY lw \\avy lines purHllcl to the t>truetll1"e 
Suihlble THlttel'llR an' used 10r met.amorphie 
tions known to he of or of igneous origin, The 
patterns of each o1a:".., are in variom.; (~().lol's. \Vith the 
patt.erns of parallel colors are used to indicate ag{~) a 
particular c0101' Lo cHeh t>ystem. 

The s\'mbols of two or more leth:'rs. If the age 
of a fOJ'~ation is known the symhol include.., the 
bol, ..,,,hieh is H capital lettp; or monogram; 
symbols ate ('o111po",ed of I:Hualllettel's. 

i'l-ym

tllC 

The ll:unPS of t.he systems and of Iwrif's that have heell given 
distincti ve in or(lf'r fi'om to olaf'Rt) with the 
color and assigne(l to 
subjoined 

Symbols and colors a8.~if}ned to the l'ock systems 

By.tAll 

f'TTRF.\CE l"O.l:GUI:'. 

lIilll'l, ynl1pys, 1ll1d 1,11 oiher slLffflee forms IJaYI:' beeD produced 
F9r example, most thf' result. 

streawtl that l1(nr through 1), 
plains hOJ"(]pring- mall)' streams were up 

hv the st-reams; \\u"es cut tlP11 (lliH;" amI, in cooperation \\ith 
c~rrellts, "(mild up sand spits aIld ham. Topographic form" 
thus conl'ltitute part of the re{'ord of tIle of' dIP parth. 

Some ionns are inseparahly eOIllIecr,ed with TIH~ 

hooked sh9wll in figure 1 is an illustration. To thi8 dnss 
belong alluyinl plain8) lava streams, drumlins (slllooth 
oval hills of till)) and moraines (l'id,e:('s of drift made 
at tJlO Ot.her forms are produced by erosion. 

The sea cliff is an iHustration; it may be carved from any rock. 
To this clllSS belong abandoned river channel'l, glacial furrows, 
and peneplains. In the making of a stream tf'rruee an n 11uvial 
plain is first built and afttrward partly eroded awny. The 
shaping of a marine 01' lacustrine plain it> ul'lual1ya douhle 
process, hills bei~g- worn awa.y (degraded) and ya]leys being 
filled up (aggraded). 

AU parts of the land surfaee are suhject to the action of air, 
water, and ice) \'1"11ich slowly wenr tllem down) and streams 
earry the WflStD mat€rinl t.o the sea. As 1.he Jep~'nds OB 
the £low of water to the sea, it ean no,t ('arried belo'w sell 
level, and t.he 8ea is therefore ealled the basf::-le1xl of f'rosion. 
LnkPs or hlrg: rivers may dd(~rmine locfll hase-Ievds for certain 
regions. When a large t.ract is for a long time undisturbed hy 
uplift or suhsidence it is degraded nearly to base-level, tmd tlll:' 
fairly even snrface thus prodlH'ell is called If the 
tract, is aft€l"W1m.1 uplifted, the ele\llted 
re('ord of the former close·relati.on of the tract to hase-level. 

'1"111: V~UtlO\JS GEOLOGIC i'lHEE'l'S, 

lllap tlllOwing the areas occupied 
is called an areal geology map. On 

,vhieh is the key to tile lllap. To ascer-
tain the meaning any color or pnttern and its lett.Pr 
the rfwler should look for that eolor) pnttern) (jnd 
the where he will find tllC name and 

If it is desired to find 
name should be sought in the 
Botcd; well the areas on the 
pnttel'll may be iraeed ouL TIle 
ment of tile ,2:f'ologic history. In 

according 
unknown 

group t.hey ure placed in the order 
so far as known, t.bc youngest at. the top. 

map.-The map reprf'stm1.ing the distribu-
tion of and ro(:k~ ,ina their relat.ions 
to the topogrllphic fpatllres and to the 
~erlIled the economic Heolog!l map. The that appeal' 
ou the areal geology lllnp are usually shown on t.his map by 
fainter color and the areas of produdive formations 

(~()lors. .A mine symbol shows the 
or quarr,v and is nccompfmied tlw 
mineral mined or stone If 

mining indust.ries or artetlian in the 
nmJ1Y to show thuse additional economic features 
in tht' folio. 

shaftl-1, and otJler 
natural and artifieial cuttings the different beds to 
one allother l)f~ seen. Any elltting that exhibits those 

a sectiun) and the same tf'rm is applied to a 
renees,,,>t>;ng the rebtions. The arrangeilli"ut of'rocks 

arrdn~,emenLis ('jllled a :;lrudut'(J section. 
is llOt limited, fIOWf>Ver, to natllrnl and arti

for hi" iuformnt.ion eoneerning the earth)s 
the mallner of f()rmation of rocktl and 

the be(ltl on t.he surface, 
they P11",S benclith Lhc 

surflwe and ('an draw repre,:,wJ1t.ing the strueture to a 
collsi(irrable dept.h. i:"3Udl a see~ioll is illust.rated iIl flgure~. 

t'IGURR 2.-r\ketch ~howing a verr.ieaJ section at the fronT and It landscape 
beyond. 

The figure repTcsents a landsrape which is cut. off sharply 
in the foreground ou a vcrtical plane) so 3S to show the 
underground relations of t.hc roeks. The kinds of rock are 
indicated by appropriate pattf'l"lls of lines) and dashel:l. 
These patterns admit of lTIueh variation) but shown in 
Ggurc a are used to represent the commoner kinds of roek. 

':l=cj"t<>n~HalHl~'Hl' 
gIOLll<"Cate, 

ShaJylm19st0]1CS 

l',Hl;RIi: 3 -SYlllholB 1l6ed ill sectioIlB to repre~ent different kinds of rO(Jk~. 

The plateau sJlOwn at the kft of figure 2 presents toward 
the lower land an escarpment, or fi'ont, \\lich is .made up of 

sHndstones, forming the cliffs, and shales, con.'ltituting t.he 
slopes. The broad belt of lower land IS t.raversed hy several 
ridges, which are seen in the scction to correspond to· t.he out
erops of a hed of sandst.one that rises to the surf~lce. The 
upturned NIge", of tIlis hed form the ridges) and the inter
mediate yalleys follow the outcrops of limest.one and calcareous 
shale. 

'Yhere the edges of the strata appear at the surfaee their 
thickness can he mell'"mred and the' angles at which they dip 
below the snrffwe can be obseneJ. Thus their positions 
underground can be int"(·rrf'd. The direvtion of the intersec
tion of a lied widl a hOl~zontal plane is called t.he ,~lrike. The 
iudinntion of the bed to the horizontal plane, measured at 
right angles to the strike, is called the dip. 

Tn many regions the strata are bent into troughs and nrches, 
sllch as are seen in 2. The arches nrc call('(1 anticlines 
and the troughs As the sandstones, shales, aud 
limestones were df'Jlosited beneath the sea in nearly flat sheets, 
the fitct that dley arc now bent. and fcildf'd is proof that forces 
haye from time to time caused the earth)s surface to wrinkle 
along rertain zones. In plaees the ",trat.a arc broken across 
and the parts haye slipped Nf"h other. ~uch brenks are 
terme(ljaults. Two kind", arc ",hown in figure 4. 

At the rig11t of figure 2 the section tlhows schists that are 
tra ,'ersed by igneous rocks: The schists nrc much contorted 
llnd their arrangement uwlerground can not 1IC inferred. 
lIenee that portion of the section delineates what is probably 
true but i~ not known by ohseryation or by well-fOlUldf'd 
inference. 

The st'ction also shows three set." of formations, distinguished 
by their underground rehttiolls. The uppermost set, ~een at 
the left) is made up of sandRtOllt'S and Hbales, which lie ill a 
horizout.al position. These I'ltraw were laid dO'wn under water 
hut are now high above the SOll, forming a plateau, and their 
ohange of ele-mtion shows that u portion of the earth)s mast< has 
beell uplifted. T!lC strata of tili", set are parallel, a relatioil 
whieh is called cm,ero/·muolC. 

The s('cond set ('ollsistR of strata tlwt have been 
folded into an,hes and troughs. These strata were on('e COll

tinlloUR, but t.he crests of the arche!:l litl\Te b;'en remo,'ed bv 
erosion. The beds, like those of the lin>t set, ate conformabl~. 

The horizontal strata of the plateau rest upon the upturned, 
erodf'd edges of thc heds of the seeoll(l set. shown at HIe left of 
the section. The overlying are, from their position, 
e\'idently younger than the deposits, and the bend-
ing awl t'Toding of the older beds must havc oceurred betwe~n 
tllf'ir deposition and the accumulation of the younget beds, 
The roeks arc to the older, and the 
suriuee i", 11ll "nconformity. 

The third set of formations ('onsisil,; of crystalline olC'hists and 
igneou", roe1o::s. At ",onle period of their history the !:lehists 
were folded or by prf'SSl1r.e and t.raversed by emptiolls 
of moltell But the pre8sure and intrusion of igneous 
roc-ks have liot affected the over!yinf!: stmta of the second set.. 
Thus it is evidellt that a con",iciemble int.enal elapsed between 
the formation of the sehisLs and the beginning of deposition of 
the st.ram of the seeond set. During tJlis int.erTal the sehi<;lts 
were metamorphoscd, they were (listurbed by eruptive 
and they were dceply eroded. The contact between the 
and third sets is another unconformiLY; it marks a time 
intenal bet.\\een 'two periods of roek forrr;ation. 

The section and landseape in figure 2 are idf'al, but t.hey 
illustrnte aetnal relations. The sections on the struetUrL'
st'ction sheet arc related to the maps as the seetion in the 
figure is related to the IllndsC'ape. The prolile of the surface 
in the section corresponds to t.he aetual slopes of the ground 
along the section line, and tile depth from the surface of any 
min~ral-producing or water-bearing stratum that appea.rs in 
the section may be measured usillg the seale of the map. 

Columnar secLion.-The maps arc usually accom-
panied by a columnal' :;('ction, which eontains a coneise 
tle~cription of the sedimentary forlllation~ that oecUl' in the 
qU~idrangle. It. presents a summary of the filets relating to the 
<charader of the rocks) the thi(~kness of the formations, awl the 
order of aeeumulation of I:luceessi ve deposits. 

The roeks are briefly deseribed, and thf'il' eharaders are 
indicated in the columnar diagram. The thicklle",scs of for
illations are given in figures thaL strIte the lenst and greatest 
meIL'lUl'ements, and the thickness of cach formation i", 
shO\\n in the COlUlllTl, which drnwn to seale. The order of 
aceuIllulation of t.he sediment", is shown in the columnar 
arrangement-the oldest being at t.he hottom, the youngest at 
the top. 

The intt'rvalt> of time that correspond to events of uplift and 
degradation and eonst,jtut.e iuterruption", of deposition are 
indicated graphically and by the word" unconformity," 

GEORGE OTIS SMITH,. 
May, 1900. Director. 



DESCRIPTION OF 

INTRODUCTION. 

POSITION AND AREA. 

The Philipsburg quadrangle is bounded by parallels 46° and 
46° 30' and by meridians 113° and 113° 30' and covers 827.42 
square miles. It is in central-~,"estern Montana, not far from 
the State boundary (see fig. 1), and includes parts of Granite 

FIGURE i.-Index map of part of Montana. 
The locatIon of the Phllipsbur!l' quadnmgle (No. 196) i6 shown by the darker ruling Publfahed 

folios describing other quadra.ngles.lndlca.ted by ligbterruling,are the following: Nos. I, 
LIvingston: iU, Three Forks; 80, Yellow"toue National Park; 8S, Butte spectal: fill, Fort 
Benton; M,LlttleBBltl\[ountalus. 

and Deer Lodge counties and a little of Powell County. The 
town of Philipsburg, from which the quadrangle is named, is 
in the north-central part of the area, about 50 miles northwest 
of Butte. 

INDUSTRIES AND SETTLEMENTS. 

The wealth of the Philipsburg district lies chiefly in its 
deposits of gold and silver ore, and mining is still its greatest 
industry. Agriculture, hmvever, supports much of the popu~ 
lation. Small herds of horses and cattle are grazed upon the 
hills, and considerable hay is grown in the valleys. The 
climate is too cool for gro'wing most fruits and yegetables and 
'was formerly regarded as prohibiting the commercial produc~ 
tion of any grain except rye, but it has recently been proved 
possible to mature the hardier varieties of wheat. 

Philipsburg, whose site was determined by its convenience as a 
receiving and distributing point for the mines of the Flint Creek 
district, is the largest tmyn in the quadrangle and is accredited 
by the census of 1910 with a population of 1,109. The only 
other post offices are at Cable and Flint. Some settlements, 
notably Granite, formerly second to Philipsburg in importance, 
have shared in the decline of the mines upon which they 
depended. 

Philipsburg is connected with the transcontinental route of 
the Northern Pacific Railway by a spur 26 miles long, 'which 
follows Flint Creek and joins the main line at Drummond. A 
spur of the Butte, Anaconda & Parific Rail""ay enters the 
quadrangle from the southeast. At the time of the survey on 
'which this folio is based it was used solely for hauling rock 
from the quarries at Browns, but it has recently been extended 
to Cable. 

CLIMATE AND VEGETATION. 

The temperature of the region, owing to the considerable 
altitude, a relatively high northern latitude, and great distance 
from the ocean, is rather low on the average and is subject 
to 'wide seasonal and daily ranges. The greater part of the 
somewhat scanty precipitation falls during the 'winter in the 
form of snow, but the distinction between the wet and the dry 
season is less marked in this region than in rE:gions farther 
west, and occasional showers fall here in all the summer 
months. 

A rather open forest of moderate-sized conifers originally 
covered a large proportion of the mountain slopes below the 
9,000-foot contour, but the broad lowlands and the sunny parts 
of the lower slopes appear to haye been always barren, or but 
sparsely wooded, and are well covered with grass. 

1 The account of the metalliferous mineral resources was prepared by 
Mr. Emmons; tbe remaiuder of the te:x:t by Mr. Calkins. 

THE PHILIPSBURG QUADRANGLE. 

By F. C. Calkins and "-. H. Emmolls.l 

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE REGION. 

RELATIOXS OF THE QUADRA...c"'\GLE. 

In its general geographic and geologic relations the Philips~ 
burg quadrangle forms a part of the Rocky Mountain 
province, which lies between the Great Plains on the east and 
the Great Basin, Colnmbia Plateau, and Northern Interior 
Plateaus on the west, and extends from northern New Mexico 
northward into Canada. That part of the province in and 
adjacent to western Montana, including the region immedi
atelyabout the quadrangle, is characterized by certain general 
stratigraphic, structural, and topographic features, which give 
it some measure of geolop;i.c and physiographic unity. The 
quadrangle lies on the boundary between an area of relatively 
simple geology and uniformly mountainous topography at the 
west and one of more complex geology and more diversified 
topography at ilie east, and it illustrates the features of both 
regions with a fullness that could be equaled in few other areas 
of equal size. 

A brief description of the region that includes the quadrangle 
will be giyen as an introduction to the more detailed description 
of the quadrangle itself. A generalized map of the region forms 
figure 2. 

RELIEF. 

The term Rocky :\Iountains is applied, according to the best 
American usage, to a broad zone trending in general northwest 
and southeast, whose prevailingly mountainous character is 
diversified by extensive tracts of lowland. It is almost. a 
necessary consequence of this diversity that the boundaries of 
the zone should not everywhere be \vell defined. In the region 
especially considered here the western boundary is-more definite 
than the eastern. Between the forty~fifth and forty-seventh 
parallels the Rocky Mountains are bounded on the west by 
the great basaltic plateau that is drained by Columbia River. 
Neal' the forty-fifth parallel the eastern edge of the plateHu 
swings westward and the boundary of the Rocky Mountains 
north of that latitude may be regarded as formed by a remark~ 
ably long and narrow intermontane depression, called by Daly 
the Purcell Trench, which virtually meets the Columbia basalt 
plateau near the south end of Lake Coeur d'Alene, and ex~ 
tends thence northward beyond the international boundary. 

The eastern boundary of the Rocky Mountains is commonly 
regarded as contiguous to the Great Plains, but on this side 
the main mountain system has many outliers, such as the 
Little Rockies, in northern Montana, and the Big Horn Moun
tains and the Black Hills, farther south. Apart from these, 

.. the main mass of the Rockies in :\10ntana has a far more 
definite eastern boundary at the north than at the south. rfhe 
southeastern part of the State is occupied in large part by 
ranges, such as the Little Belt, Big Belt, and Crazy Mountains, 
which are separated by broad valleys or even completely 
surrounded by lo\vlands. The region of broadly alternating 
heights and lowlands is hounded on the north by a more con
tinuously mountainous mass, whose east front rises with strik
ing boldness from a vast expanse of plain. Although the 
boundary between these two regions is not sharp the difference 
in their topography is significant as an expression of geologic 
differences: the area of partly isolated ranges may be identified 
in figure 2 as that in which the areal geology is relatively com~ 
plex; the tuore continuous highland area farther north and 
west is occupied almost wholly by pre~Cambrian rocks. 

The more or less isolated ranges of southwestern Montana 
haye a dominant but not general northwestward trend. The 
altitude of their higher summits excE;eds 10,000 feet and their 
topography is rugged, the details of sculpture near their crests 
being largely of glacial origin and therefore characterized by 
steep-sided cirques and rocky cliffs. At the higher levels i:n 
some parts of the region, however, there are relatively flat sur~ 
faces that cut across steeply inclined strata of various kinds as 
well as great masses of igneous rock. Such features are nota
bly distinct in the Livingston and Three Forks quadrangles. 

In the region of simpler areal geology north and west of that 
just described the ranges are broader and the depressions nar~ 
rower. Perhaps the most typical landscape to be seen from the 
summits in this tract is a succession, extending to the horizon, 
of ridges of nearly uniform height separated by intricately 
ramifying canyons. But this vast expanse of mountains is 
naturally divided into several ranges and these ranges are more 
or less diverse in topographic character. 

The natural boundaries between the ranges are constituted 
by certain depressions which differ from the multitude of 

mountain canyons by their relative persistence, straightness, and 
breadth. One of these depressions, the Purcell Trench, has 
already been mentioned as constituting part of the western 
boundary of ilie Rocky Mountains. Within the main body of 
the mountains there are other tracts, trending northweshvard, 
which afforded routes for the transcontinental railways. One 
of the longest extends from Spokane, Wash., nearly to Deer~ 
lodge, Mont., a distance of 300 miles. Its western part is 
occupied by Coeur d'Alene River and its central and eastern 
parts mainly by Clark Fork of the Columbia. Another depres
sion that has nearly the same direction, extending from Lake 
Pend Oreille southeastward for about 150 miles, is occupied by 
a stretch of Clark Fork and by the lower part of Flathead 
River. But the most remarkable is that which Daly calls the 
Rocky Mountain Trench. It extends in a direction somewhat 
east of south from a point more than 200 miles north of the 
international boundary to a point near Kalispel, about 50 miles 
south of that boundary, ,vhere it divides into two branches, 
either of which may be regarded as its chief southerly prolonga~ 
tion. The western branch, which is the broadest depression in 
this part of the Rocky l\Iountains, extends due south and is 
occupied by Flathead Lake and by Bitterroot River and some 
smaller streams. The eastern one, though narrower, lies more 
directly in line with the Canadian part of the trench. Its 
northern part is occupied by Swan River, and a more south~ 
erly part of it is constituted by the valley of North Fork of 
the Big Blackfoot, which heads opposite the Swan. Though 
obscure and interrupted beyond this point the depression may 
be traced still farther south, and the principal valley of the 
Philipsburg quadrangle may be regarded as a part of it. 

The highest and "most picturesque mountains of the region 
are in Montana, on the east side of the depression occupied by 
Flathead Lake. Here lie the Mission, Lewis, Clark, and other 
ranges, several of whose summits exceed 10,000 feet in height, 
and whose crests have a rugged alpine character attesting the 
work of glaciers. Although most of the glaciers 'have passed 
away, many yet remain, particularly in the area of the Glacier 
National Park, where their survival is more favored than in 
the tract farther south, not only by their northerly situation 
but by the greater height of their crests. Of the mountains 
farther 'west, the most lofty constitute the well~defined ~ierra 
which overlooks the Bitterroot Valley on the west and to which 
the name Bitterroot Range is restricted by Lindgren. It is 
only by its dominating height, exceeding 10,000 feet for some 
peaks, and its rugged character that this range is marked off 
from the mountains still farther west, above which it rises 
abruptly. A similar domination of its surroundings is shown 
in a minor degree by the central part of the Cabinet Range, 
which lies between Clark Fork and Kootenai Ri \"er in north
ern Idaho. The highest peaks of this range are a bout 8,500 
feet high and one or two small glaciers still linger here on 
shady northern slopes. These especially lofty ranges occupy 
but a rather small fraction of the entire region. Throughout 
the remainder of the area the ridges are for the most part from 
6,000 to 7,000 feet high, are not accented by many conspicu~ 
ous peaks, and in general views appear comparatively subdued. 
Viewed in detail, however, their higher crests, having been 
deeply chiseled by the extinct alpine glaciers, of 'which the 
region once contained many hundreds, do not seem lacking ·in 
picturesgue and vigorous character. 

DRAINAGE. 

The drainage of the region goes partly to the Pacific and 
partly to the Atlantic. The Continental Divide in the region 
runs in general southward, but its course is very irregular in 
detail. It forms the boundary between Montana and Idaho 
south of a point near the forty-sixth parallel, where it turns 
abruptly eastward and follows that parallel nearly to Butte, 
continuing thence northward through the eastfc'rn part of the 
main range. The Pacific drainage is all gathered into Colum bill 
River, whose principal tributaries in the region, named in order 
from north to south, are the Kootenai, Clark Fork, the Clear
water, and the Salmon. The east slope of this pal't of the 
Rockies, except a small area near the international boundary, 
which sends its drainage to Hudson Bay by 'Nay of Bow RiYer, 
is drained by tributaries of the Mil3souri. The chief of these, 
beginning at the north, are Milk River, Marias River, and 
Jefferson, Madison, and Gallatin forks of the Missouri. 

There are many lakes in the region, most of them mountain 
tarn'3 too small to be repreRented in figure 2, which, how
ever, shows' three larger lakes-Flathead, Pend Oreille, and 
Coeur d'Alene. These lakes and nearly all the small ones are 



dammed by morainal or other glacial gravel and most of the 
others lie in rock~rimmed basins scooped out by ice. 

STHATIGRAPHY. 

Most of the geologic systems from the Archean to the Recent 
are abundantly represented in this region by sedimentary and 
igneous rocks, which are shown Oil the generalized geologic 
map forming figure 2 and will be described in order of age. 

FIGURE 2.-Generalized geologic map of western Montana and parts of 
adjacent States. 

Philipsburg ql1adrangle IndIcated by small rectangle naar the center of the Dlap. From geologic 
map o~ North AmerIca In Professional Paper 71, .lightly modIfied. 

Along the west side of PUl'cell Trench, in northern Idaho, 
and in parts of southwestern Montana, there are rocks, partly 
of igneous and partly of sedimentary origin, that haye been 
sheared, contorted, and rendered crystalline by profound meta
morphism. Though it is not possible to determine the age of 
all these rocks, it has been proved that some of them are of 
Archean age. These rocks are overlain, with conspicuous 
unconformity, by the Belt series, of Algonkian age, 'which occu
pies nearly aU the area shown as pre-Cambrian in figure 2. In 
contrast to the Archean rocks, the Belt series is not in general 
perceptibly altered. It consists in greater part of shale, but 
comprises quartzite and impure limestone, the whole consti
tuting' a series of thick and in general fairly distinct, though 
intergrading, formations. The shales and the thinner-bedded 
quartzite are characterized in large part by ripple marks and 
sun cracks, showing that they wer~ deposited on mud flats that 
were frequently exposed to the air. The thickness of the Belt 
series is estimated by Walcott to be about 37,000 feet. 

A 'widespread though far less conspicuous unconformity than 
that between the Archean and Algonkian rocks separates the 
Belt series from the Paleozoic strata. The lowest Paleozoic 
formation is the Flathead quartzite, which lies on yarious for
mations of Algonkian age. Most of the remaining Paleozoic 
rocks consist of alternate shales and limestones, whose total 
thickness is several thousand feet. The uppermost Paleozoic' 
formation-the Quadrant-is partly quartzitic. There are gaps 
in the Paleozoic column, Ordovician and Silurian strata, for 
example, having been recognized at but few places. 

Although the two systems are generally separated by a sur
face of erosion, the Mesozoic rocks overlie those of Paleozoic 
age without marked angular unconformity. The Mesozoic' 
series consists chiefly of beds of shale and sandstone and com
paratively thin beds of limestone. The Triassic system is but 
sparingly represented and there aIle other gaps in the series. 
The Jurassic rocks are marine, and those of Cretaceous age, 
thicker and more varied than the earlier strata, are partly of 
marine and partly of fresh-water origin. The total thickness 
of the Mesozoic rocks amounts to thousands of feet. 

Intrusi ve rocks, chiefly granite, granodiorite, and quartz 
monzonite, are abundant in the southern part of the region. 
It is impossible to determine closely the age of all of the intru
sions, but most of those in southwestern Montana appp..ar to 
be either late Cretaceous or early Tertiary. The largest i11tru-
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slve mass is the Idaho batholith, in the southwestern part of the 
region, a mass consisting of quartz monzonite. The next largest 
'is the Boulder batholith, also of quartz monzonite, near whose 
border lie Butte and Helena. Many smaller intrusive masses 
lie between these two large bodies and others are somewhat 
sparsely distributed in the northern part of the region. The 
more or less isolatE:d ranges east of the main Rocky Mountains 
consist in large part of intrusive rocks, ,vhich are in general 
more alkalic than those farther west. 

The Tertiary rocks other than the intrusives are largely the 
products of volcanic eruption. As already noted, the Rocky 
Mountains are flanked on the west in these latitudes by a vast 
area of )Hocene basalt. A great tongue of this basalt and other 
lavas, including the thick rhyolite flows of the Yellowstone 
National Park, extends nearly across the Rocky Mountains in 
southern Idaho and northwestern Wyoming. Smaller areas of 
lava are fairly numerous in southwestern Montana, one of the 
largest lying north of Butte. 

Some of the volcanic eruptions in Tertiary time were of the 
explosi ve kind and produced tuff and volcanic ash, such materials 
being as abundant in southwestern Montana as the lavas. They 
cover a large part of the area mapped in figure 2 as Tertiary 
deposits, but are at some places intimately associated with sedi
ments of erosional origin. The tuffaceous and other sedimen
tary beds are confined chiefly to the broad intermontane valleys, 
but the lavas are not so restricted in distribution. 

Of the Quaternary' deposits those due directly or indirectly 
to glaciation are all that require special mention. Moraines 
are everywhere associated with the mountain cirques. Very 
large moraines that occupy some of the more persistent depres
sions, particularly those near Flathead Lake and Spokane, 
evidently mark the termini of great glaciers coming down from 
the north. The waters set free by the melting of these glaciers 
,;"ere heavily laden with gra.vel that built up the floors of some 
of the main valleys higher than the floors of their tributaries, 
so that many lakes were formed in the lower parts of stream 
valleys near their junction with larger valleys. Lakes Coeur 
d'Alene and Pend Oreille appear to have been formed thus. 
l\fp.ch larger lakes were impounded by dams of' ice when the 
glaciers had reached nearly their maximum extent and left 
vaguely tenaced deposits of silt in some of the larger valleys. 

STRUCTl.'RE. 

The complexity of the geologic structure in the region varies 
according to the age of the rocks and according to locality. 
The structure of the Archean rocks is ever.nvhere extremely 
intricate. The Algonkian, Paleozoic, and Mesozoic strat~, 
whose unconformities are not of primary structural importance, 
are little deformed in some large areas, especially in the low
lands and in parts of the plateau-like mountains, but at some 
places they are minutely folded and faulted. The deformation 
of the Tertiary rocks is, on the "d101e, much less complex. 
'rhese rocks are notably less deformed, for example, than rocks 
of similar age in the Cascade Mountains. The Quaternary 
deposits are not visibly disturbed. 

The most prominent decipherable structural features of the 
region are fouJ;ld in the pre-Tertiary and post-Archean rocks. 
The structure i~ the isolated ranges is especially characterized 
by dome-shaped uplifts and by broad folds trending north or· 
northwest. The ranges are in general anticlinal, and their 
central and higher parts .consist of the oldest rocks or of intru
sive masses, which are flanked by later strata. The region of 
continuous mountains, which lies northwest of t.he isolated 
ranges, though apparently simpler as to its a.real geology is 
probably not less complex in structure. Here the strata, 
chiefly Algonkian, have been thrown into fairly st.rong folds, 
whose preyailing trend, from which, however, there are many 
local variations, is about parallel to that of the Rocky ~Ioun
tains. Faulting is here more common relatively to folding 
than in the region farther southeast. The faults have all pos
sible directions, but the strike of the most persistent ranges 
from north to west-northwest, and most of these,are followed 
by persistent depressions. 

Of preeminent importance in the structure of the region are 
a number of thrust faults strikillg about north, which have 
been recognized at interyals from the viCinity of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway in Canada to the southeastern part of Idaho 
and the adjacent parts of "\Vyoming and Utah. The one 
whose effect is most conspicuous on the map is,the Lewis over
thrust, which crosses the Canadian boundary and which 
determines the deeply indented contact between the pre
Cambrian and Oretaceous rocks along the east base of the 
main Rocky Mountains in northern Montana. One of these 
faults is the most conspicuous structural feature in the Philips
burg quadrangle. Wherever the overthrusts have been recog
nized the thrust was from the west, and the original dip of the 
thrust plane was westward at a low angle. The fault planes, 
however, have been much deformed. In southeastern Idaho 
they are gently folded and in the Philipsburg quadrangle the 
main thrust fault is distinctly folded and faulted. 

The early Tertiary deposits have at many places undergone 
considerable folding and some faulting. Most of the deposits 

(mainly Miocene and Pliocene) in the interior of the moun
tains are rather gently warped. There 1S evidence that the 
region is traversed by some relat.ively late faults which are 
comparable in length and throw to those that affect only the 
pre-Tertiary rocks. One such fault is regarded by Lindgren 
as the direct cause of the unusually high altitude of the sierra 
overlooking the west side of Bitterroot Valley. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The purpose of the following description is to give a general 
idea of the location imd character of the principal features of 
the quadrangle shown on the topographic map. A descriptiye 
classification of land forms with reference to origin rather than 
location is given under the heading "Physiography" (p. 21). 

RELIEF. 

The Philipsburg district is one of strong and varied relief, 
being occupied in la.rge part by lofty and rugged mountains 
but comprising considerable areas of relatively low flat land. 
The lowest point in the quadrangle is that where Flint Creek 
crosses the north boundary, about 4,500 feet aboye sea level; 
the highest is the summit of ).fount Evans, \vhose elevation is 
10,630 feet, so that. the range of altitude is more than 6,000 feet. 
The boldest relief is in the southern and eastern parts of the 
quadra,ngle; the western part, which is geologically simple, 
has also the most subdued topography. 

The quadrangle contains parts of three mountain ranges, 
which are separated by two major depressions. The longest 
depression extends about south-southwest from the center of 
the northern boundary of the quadrangle. Its northern part is 
a canyon occupied by Flint Creek. Its central part is a long, 
open basin, named Philipsburg Valley, from the town on its 
border. It persists beyond the southern b9undary of the quad
rangle, although it is crossed by two branches of the creek. 

The other extends eastward from the head of Philipsburg 
Valley to Deerlodge Valley, which it joins about 4 miles 
beyond the eastern boundary of the quadrangle. It is occupied 
by Georgeto\vn and Silver lakes and a part of Warm Spring 
Creek. As far as the western extremity of the basin of George
town Lake it is a well-defined vaney, considerably broader 
than those which open into it. Its extension west of George
town basin is not so distinct, but may be considered as formed 
by the uppermost part of the drainage basin of Trout Creek 

The three mountain ranges are the Flint Creek Range, the 
Anaconda Range, and the Sapphire Mountains. The Flint 
Creek Range, which occupies the northeastern part of the 
quadrangle, is named for the stream that drains its western 
slope. It is bounded on the west by Philipsburg Valley and 

. the canyon and valley occupied by Flint Creek north of that 
depression, on the south by the valley containing Silver Lake, 
on the east by the broad Deerlodge Valley, and on the north 
by the valley of the section of Clark Fork that is genera]}y 
known as Hellgate River. Its northern and eastern bound
aries are wholly outside the quad,rangle. The Anaconda 
Range, named for the town that lies at its eastern base, extends 
across the sout.hern end of the quadrangle from t.he low Deer
lodge pass, in ~vhich the Oregon .Short Line crosses the Con
tinental Divide, to a short distance west of Mount 'Warren, 
where its lofty crest subsides. The northern base of the range 
coincides with the trough containing Silver Lake along the 
entire length of that depression. The southern base adjoins 
the broad hollow that is locally known as the Big Hole, which 
is drained by the Wisdom or Big Hole River. 

The Sa.pphire Mountains are named from a small mining 
camp-probably the largest settlement within them-where 
sapphires are washed from placer deposits. The southern 
limit of the range is rathey indefinite; on the east it abuts 
against the Anaconda Range and narrows out gradually. Its 
western a.nd northern limits are well defined, being formed 
by the valleys of Bitterroot River and of Clark Fork of the 
Columbia. Its eastern boundary is formed by Philipsburg 
Valley and its northward and southward extensions. 
Ea~h of these ranges has a distinctive topographic character. 

The Sapphire ~Iountains, vie,ved broadly, have the aspect of a 
somewhat maturely dissected plateau, typically shown in the 
hills that lie southwest of Philipsburg. Few points in the 
range rise higher than 8,500 feet. In marked contrast to 
the Sapphire :Mountains is the lofty and ru~ged Anaconda 
Hange-a true "sierra." (See PI. 1.) Its lofty serrate crest 
closes the vista up the valley from Philipsburg and, as seen 
from most commanding points within the quadrangle, its peaks 
form the boldest features of the view. The range includes 
many summits over 10,000 feet high, the highest being Mount 
Evans (10,630 feet) and the second highest Mount Haggin. 
The Flint Creek Range is intermediate in character and eleva
tion between the Sapphire Mountains and the Anaconda 
Range. The tops of many of its peaks and ridges lie near an 
imaginary undulating sUl'face that would stand 8,000 to 9,000 
feet above sea level, but it has no dominant crest, and from no 
point of view does its profile appear deeply indented. The 
most rugged portion of the range lies northeast of the trench 
occupied by Boulder and Racetrack creeks, and its highest 



summit, :Mount Powell, 10,145 feet high, lies a little east of 
the boundary of the quadrangle. In the character of its 
sculpture it resembles the Anaconda R!ln~e in that its higher 
peaks are fla.nked by typical ice-carved amphitheaters, but 
these are smaller th!ln those in the higher range to the south. 

DRAINAGE. 

Streams.-Perennial streams abound in the quadrangle ex
cept in the hills west of Philipsburg Valley and about George
town Lake, where the smaller brooks are intermittent. The 
largest streams, however, are but "creeks" of moderate size. 

The waters that flow from the quadrangle are very unequally 
apportioned between the Atlantic and Pacific slopes. The 
Continental ,Divide follo-ws the crest of the Anaconda Hange, 
and the small area south of it drains, by way of Seymour, 
SulliYan, and a few other mountain creeks, to Big Hole River, 
a branch of the Jefferson Fork of the ~Iissouri. The greater 
part of the quadrangle is drained by tributaries of Clark Fork 
of Columbia River. The streams that cross the eastern bound
ary of the quadrangle south of latitude 4W 20' flow into the 
stretch of Clark Fork locally known as Deedodge River. The 
largest of these aftluents is "'\Varm Spring Creek. 

The part of the quadrangle not drained by the streams 
already mentioned is drained by tributaries to the stretch of 
Clark Fork locally known as Hellgate River and gives its 
waters mainly to Flint Creek and to Rock Creek (the larger of 
the two streams so named; not the Rock Creek in the north
eash~rn part of the quadrangle). Flint Creek, whose basin 
includes about a third of the quadrangle, has a curiouely indi
rect course. Rising near the center of the quadrangle, it flmys 
southwest to Georgetown Lake, then northwestward to Philips
burg Valley, and northeastward across the center of the north 
boundary. Rock Creek is one of the largest tributaries of 
Hellgate River, ,,,bich it enters far to the northwest of the 
quadrangle, neal' Bonner, ,Mont. The largest branch of Hock 
Creek in the quadrangle is the East Fork, which heads in deep 
cirques near the Continental DhTide. The Middle Fork comes 
just within the west edge of the quadrangle and one of its tribu
taries occupies the deep canyon north of Carp Lake. rrhe main 
stream of Rock Creek runs closely parallel" to the west bound
ary of the quadrangle for several miles until it is joined by 
'Villow Creek proper-a stream distinct from the like-named 
tributary of Flint Creek. nock Creek and Willow Creek thus 
occupy together a long no:rth-south df'pression almost coincident 
with the west boundary of the quadrangle. 

Lake8.-Most of the many lakes of the quadrangle are small 
tarns in high mountain cirques. The largeet ones of this sort 
are Fred Burr Lake, in the Flint Creek Range, and Storm 
Lake, in the Anaconda Range, both of which have been 
augmented by the construction of dams and are used, like 
several others, as reservoirs. Three' larger bodies of water, 
Echo, Silver, and Georgetown lakes, lie at a moderate eleva
tion near the center of the quadrangle ill connected basins 
slll'rounded by gently rounded slopes. On at least one side 
of each of these lakes there are rough-surfaced glacial deposits 
of bowlders, sand, and gravel, behind which the waters have 
accumulated. Silver Lake has been deepened by an artificial 
dam at its west end, and Georgeto,,\'U Lake owes its present 
existence wh(llly to tbe construction of a dam at its north end. 
The basin was occupied in glacial time by a lake which was 
emptied by the cutting-down of the outlet and restored by 
artificial repair of the breach. 

Springs.-A few very copious springs in the quadrangle are 
worthy of spedal mention. One great spring is sa.id to haye 
issued from the midst of the flat now covered by Georgetown 
Lake. Another lies about half a mile southeast of George
town Lake, at the mouth of a small gulch whose catchment is 
far from adequate to supply the abundant flow of the spring. 
The water t.hat issues from this spring is doubtless drawn 
chiefly from the basin of Dry Creek to t.he south through a 
subterranean channel along the strike of the limestone beds 
from which the hills of the locality are caryed, a supposition 
that acC'ounts fOl: tlle !l bsence, during the greater part of the 
year, of surface flow from the lower course of the channel of 
that stream, w hieh carries, in it.s upper courses, about the same 
quantity of water that issues from the spring. In the basin of 
-Meadow Creek two other large springs issue. from limestone 
near a great fault, their supply presumably being delivered to 
them through Hmlt fissures widened by solution. The water 
of all these springs is cold and leaves no conspicuous deposit. 

DESCRIPTIVE GEOLOGY. 

STRATIGRAPHY. 

SEDIMENTARY ROCKS, 

AGE AKD RELATI01\S. 

Upon a thick conforma ble series of Algonkian rocks, the 
lowest. Paleozoic stratum rests with fairly marked unconform
ity. The numerous Paleozoic and Mesozoic formations are 
apparently concordant in attitude, but the absence of known 
Ordovician, Silurian, or Triassic_strata, and the incompleteness 
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of some of the other systems, is proof that deposition was not 
continuous throughout Paleozoic and Mesozoic time. 

The pre-Tertiary strata, which have become indurated, are 
greatly deformed and are extensiyely intruded by igneous 
rocks. In common with the intrusives they are overlain 
unconformably by patches of Tertiary gravel, tuff, and lava, 
and by QU!lternary glacial and alluvial deposits. 

A generalized Eection of the sedimentary rocks is given on 
the columnar-section sheet. 

AI.GONKIAN SYSTEU. 

HELT SEnIES. 

GENltRAL SEQUEXCE ASD CORRELATION 

The oldest rocks in the quadrangle were identified with the 
Belt series by their general character and their unconformable 
relation to the Cambrian. The correlation of the several forma
tions depends on the similarity of t.he succession in the Philips
burg district to that in regions previously studied. This suc
cession is exhibited in the following table, where the format~ons 
are arrailged in vertical order according to age and horizontal 
order according to geographic position, from west to east. 

rock is grayish quartzite with thin micaceous partings from 6 
inches to 3 feet apart. Still higher there are numerous inter
bedded layera of mica schist, a few feet or inches in thick
ness. Th~ horizon where schist predominates over quartzite 
is taken as the top of the Neihart. 

Peb'ographic details.-The quartzites that make up the bulk 
of the formation are white to light gray or drab, coarse grained, 
compact, and vitreo,us. Clear quartz is their dominant COll

stituent, and all contain at least a little mica.. Intense pressure 
has effected, in the purer quartzites, an obscure lamination, 
like that of silicified wood, which is especially distinct on 
weathered sUlfaces. The mica schist in the uppermost part 
of the formation is dark greenish or bluish gray, moderately 
coarse, and shows more or less distinct sedimentary lamina
tion. The scales of mica, which lie rudely parallel to the 
bedding, determine an irregular clea.vage. The weathered sur
faces are eommonly rusty. 

When examined microscopically the vitreous quartzites are found to 
eontain small quantities of muscovite, brown biotite, zircon, rutile, silli
manite, magnetite, and apatite. The quartz ma,nifests the results of llleta
morphism very strikingly in its marked strain shadows and in the complete 
obliteration of the outlines characteristic of clastic grains. It forms, for 

Correlation oj principalsecliong oj Algonkian sedimentary rocks (Belt series) in .\fontana and Idaho. 

-------------~-,-----

Belt Mountltlns (Walcott)." I Phlllpsburg district (Calkin"). 1 ___ '_"_"_@_R_M~"_'W_'_'"_'_"_"' ___ I ___ crn_'_"_'A_"_M_"_"'_iCt_,_C._"_",_,,, __ _ 

Cambrian. I Cambrian. , Cambrian. 

---Unconformity--- ----Unconformity---!-------------Unconformity--- ----

Marsh. Shale, red; 800 feet. 

Helena. Limestone, with some Absf\nt. 
shale; 2,400 feet. 

Empire. Shales, greenish gray; I 

I Camp Oreek. 
1 

SandsooneB, gray, rather thin bedded; 
1,762 feet. I 

Shales, sllndstQnes, and limestones; 
1,560 feet. 

600 roo' _ .---~--:--l';o~an~ ~~:;;~n~'~;;;;~~ ::::::::::: ::::~:':bd~::;a:::,f::: 
S~~k~;~dst~~!l;esd:el~h r~g~ f~~61 ~~~t~~~t~r J>~l~~ail~h~e~~ u~~d~ ~~~fretb~fu~~;~~ ~~:i7~~~Festone S~.!{ie~nd~er~~~; 1~600lf:et~nd sandstone, 

feet. I 0,000 feet. I 
i --------------------1 Total thlcknessof CaropCreek, 11700 I 

(}reyson. Shales, mostly dark I' G1'eyson may be present and feet , 
gray, 8,000 feet. included in )Tewland. I 
-----~--I-·-- -.--.. -.-- .. -.--- ---------

Newland. Limestone, thin bed- I Blackfoot LiInestone thin bedded more I Wallace. Shales more or less calcareous. 
Newlanil. Limestone,. irupure. ded, ~ore or less. sm.ceous and or less !'iU(~eous laye~s, weathering buff, interbedde~ with thin layers of silictlous 

~vee~(1~dr!~~le~~,~oo fu~t~ mter· ~~~~1~SI~u6J'ffs8~~g ~~:~t~:eed I ~~~~~~dl3~ f:~ih ealcareo-arenaceous :~o~:e::~~:g~:; IA~~~\~~~Ss a:n~ ~:~~:: 
surface; 4,000 feet. I " . reous shales weather buff; 4,000 feet. 

-------------~I- --------- --, Ro,,,l", I St, R<g", '';;:;:·;:-'."d,'O,,'', pu'pl, 
sa;~rS~li~hSgri;!~tdi;!y ~~~55~f~~~~d, I and green, 1,000 feet. 

Chamberlain. Shale, mostly R~~~!\l.ar~U~f!i~~e~~r~~ee':;~~t Sandstones. cOlnpact., gray; 1,060 feet. I Rev~tt. White quartzite, partly seridtic, 

t~~'hkfeef.ith Borne sandstone; shale; 2,000 feet. S~~di~;~~:' fri~~~~gt~Y2 fif~~fr~t~:~; 1_",_2_0_0 _r,_,,_, _________ __ 

4,645 feet; base not seen. I Bu1·ke. Indurated siliceous shales with 
Total thickness of Ravalli, !:!,255 feet. I sandstones and quartzites, prevailingly 

I gray-green, 2,000 feet. 

Priahard. Shales. dark bluish, 
interbedded with sandstone; 
rusty brown on weathered sur
Iace; 5,OOO± feet. 

I Prichal'd. Argillite, blue·gray to black, 
I with distinct and regular banding. inter

bedded with a subordinat.e amount of 

I ~!~~ssa:n~t~~:~k~iP!I~Os!~~~;,~\~~~:; 
I features; base not exposed; 8,000 feet. 

- --~-------.-- ----------------~-I---------- --------

-----~~-- ----I----------------~·------------.. -------
Archean. 

"Walcott, C. D., Pre·Cambrian fossiliferous formations: Geol. Soc. America Bull., vol. 10, pp. 199~244, 1899. 
b-Walcot,t, C. D., Algonkian formations of northwestern Montana: Geol. Soc. America Bull., vol. 17, pp. 1-28, 1906. 
eRamome, F. L., and Calkins, F. C., Geology and ore deposits of the Creur d'Alene district, Idaho: U. S. Geol. Survey Prof. Paper 62,1908. 

The C01'l'elation here set forth depends largely on the opinion 
of "\Valcott I that the" Blackfoot," "'Vallace," and Altyn lime
stones are equivalent to the Newland limestone of the type 
seetion. Since this folio ..,vas prepared further work by 
"'\Vt1lcott and others2 has cast doubt on the conectness of this 
opinion, and the formations to \vhich the names Spoka.ne and 
~ewland are !lpplied in the Philipsburg quadrangle should 
possibly be eorrelated respectively with the Marsh and Helena 
and those names be used. li'nrther field study will be neoes
sary before a positive conclusion can be reached. 

NEIHAR'r QUARTZITE. 

Principal feat'ures.-The exposures of the Neihart qnartzite 
in the Philipsburg quadrangle are all in the southeastern 
part of the Anaconda Ra.nge_ The relat.ion to the overlying 
Prichard formation is clear only in the largest exposure, on 
the east side of Sullivan Creek, where the quartzite forms a 
cliff and talus, conspicuously light in color by contrast with 
the dark, rust.y rocks of the Prichard on the north. The 
thickness of ~eihart quartzite here exposed is about 1,000 
feet, but this does not fully represent the formation, whose 
base is concealed. 

The lowest beds obsened !lre of whitish quartzite without 
dietinct partings. Farther up in the section the prevailing 

1 'Valcott, C. D., Algonkian formations of northwest.ern Montana: Geol. 
Soc. America Bull., vol. 17, pp. 17-21, 1906. 

2 See Daly, R. A" Geology of the North American Cordillera at the 49th 
Parallel: Canada GeoL Survey Memoir No. 38, p.179; oitationof Walcott, 
p. 18il. The writer still dissents from some parts of Daly's correlation. 

the most part, thin overlapping lenticular bodies. In the schists the 
same minerals are revealsd, but mica and sillimanite are relativ:ely more 
abundant. 

PTincipal feattt1'e8.-Exposures of the Prichard formtltion 
are confined to a few square miles in the Anaconda Ra.nge. 
The l!lrgest ~rea comprises the lofty summits of Mount Evans 
and Mount Howe, and others lie to the east and south. 

The feature of the Prichard formation which first impresses 
one on seeing it in the field is the deep reddish-brown color of 
the weathered outcrops. The rocks of the formation are chiefly 
micaceous 5chists and gneisses, which are prevailingly dark 
gray on fresh fractures. They are the highly metamorphosed 
equivalents of clay shales with which some sandy layers, now 
represented by quartzites, were interbedded, chiefly near the 
top and bottom of the formation. The Tocks would be soft 
,vere it not for this metamorphism, which has made them 
extremely resista.nt to erosion. 

There is no continuous section of the formation from which 
an accurate measure of its thickness may be obtained. From 
the exposures in the area t.hat contains 110unts Howe and Evans 
and the one sout.h of :Mount Evans their thickness is estimated 
at 5,000 feet, but owing to the discontinuity of the section and 
thw complexity of the structure this estimate may be in error a 
thousand feet either way. 

Petrographic details.-The argillaceous rocks that constitute 
the bulk of the formation exhibit a wide range of metamor
phism. The least altered material shows a regular banding in 



lighter and darker shades of blue-gray and resembles the slate 
that is typical of the same formation in the Coeur d'Alene dis
trict, but it sparkles with abundant minute flakes of mica. 
Evenly disseminated particles of the bronze-yellow iron sul
phide, pyrrhotite, are the evident source of the ocher produced 
in the weathering of the rock. More common than this fine
grained schist are schists of coarser grain, with more conspicu
ous crystals of mica. As a rule these stro~gly metamorphosed 
rocks are full of little knots of claret-colored garnet, pale-pink 
andalusite, and white fibrous sillimanite. The most highly 
metamorphosed originally argillaceous rocks of the Prichard 
formation occur at the head of Twin Lakes Creek, where there 
have been several successive intrusions. These are tough, 
massive, highly contorted gneisses, whose general tone is dark 
brownish gray. Mica (chiefly biotite), quartz, and a few gar
nets are the only constituents easily recognized with the 
naked eye. 

The quartzites of the formation are grayish, more or less 
rusty on weathered surfaces, and on the whole notably less pure 
and vitreous than those of the Neihart quartzite. Splinters of 
amphibole and pyroxene are visible in some of them. 

MicroscopiC examination shows that even the least altered rocks of the 
formation have been thoroughly recrystallized. to the complete oblitera· 
tion of original dastic textures. The minerals identified in thin section are 
quartz, biotite (genera.lIyreddish-brown), muscovite, sillimanite, andalusite
orthoclase, plagioclase, cordierite, pyroxene, amphibole, titanite, magnet, 
ite, pyrrhotite, pyrite (~), apatite, zircon, rutile, chlorite, garnet, spinel, 
and tourmaline. Noone specimen contains all these minerals, though 
many specimens of schist or gneiss contain all but three or four. Amphi
bole and pyroxene are not f01,lnd in the rocks that contain cordierite, anda
lusite, or sillimanite. The plagioclase is in part decidedly calcic. 

RAVALLI FORMATION. 

P'rincipaZ features. - The Ravalli formation is composed 
mainly of light-gray quartzite that is 'not so pure as the Nei
hart quartzite. This rock almost exclusively constitutes the 
lower two-thirds of the formation; the upper third comprises 
much dark bluish and greenish shale, interbedded with dark 
quartzitic sandstone and with quartzite like that in the lower 
part. The transition from the Ravalli to the argillaceous 
Prichard formation below and the calcareous Newland above 
is gradua1. 

The formation occurs in a northeast-south"west zone that 
crosses the crest of the Anaconda Range near the central 
meridian of the quadrangle and, being composed of resistant 
rocks, it is well exposed. A complete and continuous section 
of the formation is displayed in the cliffs on the north side of 
the Continental Divide immediately west of Mount Howe, 
'where its thickness is about 2,000 feet. In the area crossed 
by t.he divide between Twin Lakes and Barker Creek almost 
the entire formation, here highly metamorphosed, is exposed. 
On the whole, however, the formation is considerably less 
metamorphosed than the older ones. 

Lithologic details.-The purer quartzite, whose prevailing 
color is pale gTay, generally forms beds 6 inches to'2 feet thick, 
separated by thin, dark, argillaceons partings. It sho"ws a 
delicate color himination, either parallel to the general bedding 
or inclined in cross-bedded structure. Its texture is invariably 
rather fine and, owing to its large content of finely divided 
mica, it is less hard and vitreous than the typical Neihart 
quartzite. The less quartzitic sandstones, common in the 
upper part of the formation, are more distinctly banded in 
light and dark gray, and some are dull green. The shales in 
the upper part are dark bluish or greenish gray and have an 
obscure banding parallel to the stratification and commonly a 
rude cleavage inclined to this banding. 

The most universal change produced in the Ravalli rocks by 
strong metamorphism is a recrystallization that obscures the 
clastic texture. In the more siliceous rocks metamorphism 
causes but little development of new minerals. The quartz 
becomes more eugary in appearance; the mica forms larger and 
more conspicuous flakes an,d tends to segregate in somewhat 
irregular layers almost parallel to the bedding. The most 
argillaceous rocks take on a distinctly schistose character and 
contain dark knots of obscure composition, probably consist.ing, 
as a rule, of decomposed cordierite. In some beds of interme
(liate composition the biotite and other minerals are segregated 
in specks or in bands without the development of marked 
schistosity. 

The constituents revealed by tbe microscope comprise all those found in 
the less altered rocks, as well as andalusite, sillimanite, some minor con
stituents, and micaceous pseudomorphs after cordierite. 

NEWLAND FORMATION (AND POSSIBLY GREYSON SHALE). 

Principal features.-The Newland limestone of the Little 
Belt Mountains is probably represented in this area by a 
thick body of strata which differs from the older formations 
and from the overlying Spokane in being distinctly caleareous 
but which as a whole can not very accurately be called lime
stone. Its most typical rocks consist largely of carbonates 
but contain a nearly equal 'quantity of other matter, chiefly 
quartz. Little, if any, of the carbonate, moreover, is pure cal
cite. Lime is probably its most abundant base, but in general 
considerable magnesia and iron is combined with lime to form 
a mixed carbonate, whose decomposition is attended by the 
formatio'u of yellow ocher, "which imparts a stain to the beds. 
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The prevalence of such a stain aud of thin bedding character
izes the Newland both of the type locality and of the Philips
burg quadrangle. 

The intimation in the above heading that the strata mapped 
as Newland in the Philipsburg quadrangle may comprise beds 
representing the Greyson shale merely suggests one way of 
accounting for the most material discrepancy between the suc
cession of Algonkian strata in the Philipsburg quadrangle and 
in the Little Belt )fountains, namely, the absence from the 
Philipsburg district of the shales, prevailingly gray and appar
ently not calcareous, that constitute the Greyson formation of 
the type region. The alternati ve correlation suggested on 
pflge 3 obyiates this difficulty, though it involves oth~rs. The 
lithology of the Belt series in the area described in this folio 
gives no ground for the separation of a stratigraphic unit 
lying in the position of the Greyson shale above the New
land and beneath the Spokane. Each of these formations is 
fairly homogeneous and well individualized, and the passage 
from the one to the other is gradual. The uppermost part of 
the Newland, however, is rather more shaly than the remain
ing part. In the Coeur d'Alene district of northern Idaho 
the formation comprises beds at the top which are hardly 
thick or distinct enough for separate mapping but which 
thicken greatly toward the south, where they may well be 
regarded as a distinct formation. It is possible that some 
such thickening and lithologic variation of the uppermost beds 
in the Newland formation of the Philipsburg quadrangle 
might be traced eastward. 

The Kewland formation occupies extensive areas, chiefly in 
the western half of the quadrangle, but it occurs also northeast 
of Philipsburg, in the southeastern part of the ]'lint Creek 
Range, and in the eastern part of the Anaconda Range. The 
general appearance of the rocks of the formation depends 
closely on the degree to which they have been metamorphosed 
by igneous intrusion. The unaltered rocks in areas free from 
large intrusive masses, though mostly grayish on fresh frac
tures, are stained with yellow ocher in a manner that distin
guishes them from all other thick formations in the region. 
The resistance to erosion offered by the unaltered rocks is 
relatively slight, and in large areas where they are not associ
ated with harder rocks they form such gently rounded hills as 
those west of Phi1ipsbur~ Valley and about Georgetown Lake. 
But all these characteristics are greatly modified by contact 
metamorphism. Where, as in a large part of the Anaconda 
Range, the Newland form~tion is invaded by great masses of 
granitic or other intrusive rocks, its carbonates react with 
quartz to form silicates, and its soft limestones and shales 
become tough hornstones, strongly resistant to decomposition 
and erosion. The hornstones are greener than their unaltered 
equivalents, and their weathered surfaces are but little stained 
with limonite. In the "Anaconda Range they form steep 
cliffs and lofty peaks, hardly less rugged than those of' quartz
ite, but the clearest evidence of their induration is perhaps to 
be seen in Henderson l\fop.ntain, which is compicuous in the 
view north ward from Philipsburg. Both this eminence and 
Sunrise Mountain are carved from hornstone produced from 
the Newland formation by the metamorphic influence of a 
small intrusive mass exposed in the gorge between the two 
summits. Their height above the surrounding flat-topped 
hills is due to the greater hardness of the hornstone as com
pared vdth that of the un metamorphosed shales of "which those 
hills are formed. 

Petrographic details.-The calcareous argillites and very 
impure limestones that make up the greater part of the forma
tion generally break into slabs a few inches to a foot thick. 
The bedding is also marked by narrow ill-defined bands, 
which on fresh fracture are dark to pale bluish or greenish 
gray. The layers differ in hardness and in the extent to 
which they are discolored by weathering, so that the lamina
tion is accentuated on the weathered surface. Weathered 
blocks that are deeply grooved by the etching out of the more 
calcareous laminre, somewhat resemble dead wood. On appli
cation of cold dilute acid to fresh surfaces of these rocks they 
effervesce rather feebly, a fact which indicates that the carbon
ate is in considerable part magnesian, and the presence of iron 
is indicated by the ocherous coating on most weatpered sur
faces. At certain horizons in the middle and upper parts of 
the formation purer limestone forms discontinuous layers, thin 
lenses, and nodules flattened parallel to the bedding planes. 
Few of these bodies of purer limestone are more than 3 inches 
thick. On weathered surfaces they are deeply sunken and are 
blue-gray in color, presenting a contrast to the yellowish
weathered ferruginous matrix. In the altered Newland on 
Lost Creek and near Mount Haggin there are white to pale
gray beds, a foot or two in thickness, r~sembling fairly pure 
marble, but these contain a good deal of silica. A little cal
careous quartzite or sandstone is interbedded with the fine
grained rocks. This material, pale gray on fresh fracture, is 
generally brownish on the weathered surface, which in certain 
beds near the top exhibits a cross-bedded structure. The 
uppermost beds of the formation consist of very fissile drab 
calcareous shale, in which there are mud cracks. 

When examined in thin section, the dominant rocks prove to consist 
mainly of approximately equal amounts of quartz and the mixed carbon
ates of Hme, iron, and magnesia. The grair,s are a few hundredths or 
thousandths of a millimeter in diameter. Feldspar can usually be detected 
and sericite is invariably present; chlorite is rare. Minor constituents 
generally present are zircon, carbonaceous dust in the dark layers, and 
white cloudy particles of leucoxene. The grains of the chief constituents 
interlock and none show rounded outlines that suggest attrition; the 
quartz and feldspar grains are ilTegular; the carbonate, in large part, 
forms rhombohedral crystals. 

The common effect of igneous metamorphism on the N ew~ 
land rocks is their alteration to dense hornstones containing 
abundant diopside or amphibole, or both, accompanied by 
quartz and feldspar, with titanite as a constant accessory. 
Biotite also is commonly present, and residuary calcite occurs 
in variable amount. These rocks are built up of laminre whose 
tints are white, light or dark grayish green, and chocolate
brown. The texture, though in some specimens perceptibly 
crystalline, is usually so fine that the minerals can not be 
identified with t.he naked eye, but the mineral composition of 
the layers is partly indicated by their color. A brown hue 
results from the presence of biotite, and dark gray-green from 
that of amphibole; very pale green layers are likely to be rich 
in diopside, and colorless layers to consist mainly of quartz 
and feldspar. 

Thin sections e:xamlned under the microscope reveal a granular fabric, 
more uneven and in generaJ not so flne as that of the unaltered rocks. 
The green amphibole tends more to prismatic elongation than the pale 
diopside. The biotite, usually reddish, is in minute flakes. Sericite is 
rarely found in the thoroughly metamorphosed rocks, and the same may 
be said of carbonates. The aUlOunt of feldspar present usually equaJs or 
exceeds that of quartz. In most slides it is chietl.y or wholly orthoclase, 
but in some places potash feldspar is accompanied by lime·rich feldspar. 
Titanite is prominent in aU thin sections. Other minerals more or les8 
commonly present in smaJI quantity are epidote, zircon, pyrite, and 
tourmaline. 

Scapolite-bearing rocks are abundantly developed northwest 
of Cable Mountain. They are not very different in general 
appearance from the rocks just described except that they 
rarely contain brown biotitic bands. As a rule the scapolite is 
inconspicuous, but in some of the more coarsely crystalline 
rock it is clearly visible as white semitransparent prisms a few 
millimeters long. 

Under the microscope the most abundant and constantly present 
minerals are seen toO be scapolite and pale-green diopside. ScapoHte 
usually forms, roughly, from a !lfth to a half of the rock, and diopside has 
about the same range Quartz and calcite are generally abundaut but 
their amount varies greatly. Amphibole is scarce and some of that present 
is clearly derived from diopside, A soda-rich feldspar' (albite or sodic 
anorthoclase) is abundant in places; orthoclase or microcline are scarce, 
and lime-rich feldspar is not found. Very small quantities of zircon, 
pyrit,e, and epidote, and sporadic tourmaline, garnet" allanite, and phlog
opite occur. Mica is absent from most specimens. 

The scapolite in most specimens shows a double refraction of 0.022 to 
0.025, which indicates a compOSition near Me 21[a,. In the specimen where 
the mineral is most abnndant, h'owe\'er, its double refraction is about 0.013, 
which proves that it is very pOOl' in lime. 

Although small quantities of epido-te may be found in 
specimens taken from the Ne\vland formation at many places 
the mineral is noted in abundance only neal' small intrusions 
in the northwestern part of the quadrangle. Here it is con
spicuous and is accompanied by garnet-a mineral also scarce 
in the formation elsewhere. The distribution of these minerals 
is irregular and seems related to fissures. The epidotic rocks 
contain calcite, quartz, diopside, titanite, actinolite, and albite. 
Tremolite and vesuvianite have ~een found in the same local
ity, though they are not of common occurrence in the Newland 
formation. 

Principal features.-The Spokane formation is represented 
in the Philipsburg quadrangle by a great thickness of shale 
and sandstone. Its rocks are prevailingly red and are marked 
by sun cracks, ripple marks, and other evidence of deposition 
in shallow water, interrupted by frequent exposure to the air. 
The base of the formation as mapped is the lowest red shale 
overlying the buff-weathering rocks of the Newland, and the 
lowest part includes eome green shale like that in the upper 
part of the New land. For some 2,000 or 3,000 feet above the 

,base the rock is mainly red shale, with subordinate sandstone. 
The proportion of sandstone is not constant along the strike, 
however, and much of the lower part of some sections is 
arenaceous. Sandstone prevails in the upper part of the for
mation but is interbedded with shale and comprises thin beds 
of conglomerate. 

The most nearly complete section of the Spokane is displayed 
in the canyon of Flint Creek between Georgetown Lake and 
Philipsburg Valley. Unless there is duplication by faulting, 
of which no proof has been found, the thickness here exposed 
is nearly 10,000 feet. The thickness of the formation in most 
of the western part of the quadrangle apparently does not dif
~er greatly from this, but at many places in the eastern part it 
is very much less. This discrepancy is due, at least in large 
measure, to erosion of t.he formation before the beginning of 
Cambrian sedimentation and is therefore discussed later in 
connection with the unconformity between the Algonkian and 
Cambrian strata. Because of this unconformity it is of course 
impossible to learn how nearly uniform the thickness of the 
Spokane in this district was originally. 



Where the Spokane formation is unmetamorphosed, its most 
conspicuous feature is the prevailing deep-red color of its rocks, 
but the color is radically altered by contact metamorphism. 
Where the metamorphism is slight the characteristic red 
changes to a duller purplish hue; where it is thorough the 
colors are grays, greens, and browns. The metamorphic 
representatives of' the shales and sandstones of the Spokane 
formation are chiefly quartz-muscovite-biotite rocks and cor
dierite hornstones, but the transitional partly calcareous beds 
at the base alter to deep-green Baggy rocks rich in amphibole. 

The shaly parts of the Spokane are easily eroded to rather 
gentle slopes like those along the northwest side of Philipsburg 
Valley. The upper sandy part is more resistant, and the 
prominence of the ridge between the two Willow creeks, of 
Cable Mountain, of Twin Peaks, and of the ridge northeast of 
the Ca.rp Mine, is due to the fact -that these ridges are com
posed of this rock, which is harder than the limestones and 
shales that form the surrounding lower surfaces. The resist
ance to erosion of both shales and sandstones is slightly 
increased by contact metamorphism. 

The distribution of the Spokane is similar to that of the 
Newland. Most of the area in which the formation is unmeta
morphosed lies west of a line drawn from 'the northeast to the 
southwest corner of the quadrangle; most of that in which it 
is much altered lies east of that line. Progressive metamor
phism may be obsel'\red near Rumsey and Cable mountains in 
the central part of the quadrangle. In most of the Anaconda 
Range and in the area traversed by Lost Creek great alteration 
is general. 

Petrographic details.-The shales are more or less arena
ceous and are built up of alternating laminre, generally less 
than an inch in thickness, of finer-grained and darker and of 
coarser-grained and lighter material. The prevailing maroon 
color is here and there relieved by a contrasting shade of olive
green. In contrast to the Newland formation, the Spokane 
formation is free from carbonates, except in some transitional 
beds of its lower part. The features that in the Newland for
mation indicate deposition in shallow water are even better 
preserved in the shaly beds of the Spokane, almost every out
crop of which shows sun cracks, ripple marks, mud breccias, or, 
more rarely, impressions of raindrops. 

The sandstone grades into shale and much of it is flaggy, 
the thickness of the beds rarely exceeding a foot. It is partly 
whitish or greenish but more generally red. Color lamina
tion in red and white is common, and in many places is 
inclined to the stratification. Cross-bedding whose dip would 
be east.erly if the beds were restored to horizontal position is 
conspicuous north of the point where Flint Creek enters 
Philipsburg Valley. The texture varies from fine to coarse, 
but the diameter of the grains rarely exceeds a millimeter. 
Where the texture is not too fine much feldspar and mica can 
be distinguished. 

Like red sediments in othijr regions the sandstones and, less 
commonly, the shales contain pale-green or nea.rly white spots, 
probably due to reduction of the iron about organic particles 
of which no other trace remains. 

A highly characteristic feature of the sandstone is the 
presence, in many layers, of abundant flat pieces of dark-red 
argillite ranging in diameter from a, small iraction of an inch 
to 2 inches, similar to the finest-grained portion of the shales. 
Some of these bodies, whose larger dimensions are in the 
bedding planes, are smooth and well rounded like pebbles; 
others a.re sharply angular. (See PI. XII.) These fragments 
were evidently derived from mud flakes that curled up in 
drying. Before they ,yere covered some of these fragments 
were rolled by wind; other were but little disturbed. 

Quite distinct in character and origin from these rocks is 
the conglomerate or pebbly sandstone in the upper part of the 
formation, which conta.ins well-rounded pebbles' an inch or less 
in diameter, consisting chiefly of quartz but partly of feld
spar and of white or reddish quartzite. These pebbles were 
evidently formed by long attrition of fragments from con
solidated rocks. 

Microscopic sections of the sandstone show moderately well rounded 
grains ot quartz and feldspar-chiefly potassic-In a more or less turbid 
sericitic matrix. In the saridy shales the grains are angular and the cement 
is more abundaJJ.t. The finer layers are very rich in iron oride, some of 
which appears to be an1Jydrous, being black by reflected light. The dull· 
ing of the color entailed by alight metamorphism is probably the result of 
further dehydration. The carbonate ill some of the lower beds is all in 
more or less perfect rhombohedral cryst,als and hence is not calcite, a fact 
shown also by its failure to effervesce on appliootion of cold dilute acid. 

The flaggy green beds found near the base of the formation 
in most areas where it is greatly affected by metamorphism are 
like the most common phase of the altered Newland, except 
that they contain more amphibole and are darker green and 
rustier on weathered surfaces. 

Southwest of Twin Peaks and near the· junction of the 
Spokane with the scapolite-bearing Newland rocks east of 
Rumsey Mountain, the lower, argillaceous part ,of the forma
tion has been altered to rocks cha.racterized by poikilitic 
amphibole, accompanied by scapolite in most specimens, and 
free from diopside. Scapolite has not been found elsewhere in 
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the formation. These rocks show no conspicuous evidence of 
alteration but resemble the unaltered banded shales, except 
that the finer bands are dull purple rather than red and the 
coarser parts are green and slightly crystalline. 

The thin section reveals quartz, green amphibole, green biotite, and 
sca.polite as chief constituents and clastic feldspar, chlorite, calcite, hema
tite, magn,etite, epidote, "leucoxene,'· titanite, zircon, and tourmaline, as 
minor ones. I The purple hue of the fine-grained parts is due to hematite 
dust, much of which has escaped reduction and recombination. 

In a rudely circular area about a mile in diameter, whose 
center lies about Ii miles west of Flint, the Spokane, rocks 
ha ve undergone a form of alteration not elsewhere observed. 
Except in color they resemble the typical lower beds of the 
Spokane formation, but their prevailing color is rather dark 
grayish green mving,to the presence of green biotite and chlorite. 
This alteration is probably due to masses of diabase or other 
igneous rock beneath tile surface. 

Argillaceous beds free from lime are commonly metamor
phosed to rocks characterized by cO:rdierite, which is usually 
accompanied by andalusite. These rocks are gray and are 
thickly dappled with dark spots a few millimeters in diameter
cross sections of grains of cordierite and andalusite, which form 
warty protuberances on weathered surfaces. Some specimens 
are distinctly crystalline and contain large crystals of mica; 
others are ver! fine grained. 

The microscope shows that the eordledte, as well as the andalusite and 
large crystals of mica when present, are crowded with inclusions of the 
associated ,minerals. These poikiHtic crystals are embedded in a mosaic 
of quartz and feldspar in which little flakes of mica, crystals of magnetite 
and tourmaline, and needles of sillimanite RJ'e disseminated. Andalusite is 
commonly replaced in PRJ't by an aggregate of colorless mica; cordierite is 
still more commonly replaced by a mixture of white and brown micas, 

The more siliceous' shales alter to schistose dull olive-green 
rocks, which, as a rule, cleave obliquely to the obscure bands 
that mark the bedding. The cleavage faces have a silvery 
sheen from finely divided mica. These rocks grade into 
micaceous quartzites derived from the sandstones, which range 
in color from pale gray to dull greenish bro-wn and which are 
commonly dappled with dark-greenish biotitic spots about 2 
millimeters in diameter. 

The microscopic features of these quartz·mica rocks are hardly note· 
worthy except for the usually prominent de'lelopment of to,urmaline crys
tals, whose form and size clearly indicate their sooondary nature. 

CAMBRIAN SYSTEM. 

The Cambrian rocks of the Philipsburg quadrangle consist 
of the Flathead quartzite; 8il\"er Hill formation, chiefly cal
careous shale; Hasmal'k formation, chiefly magnesian lime
stone, with calcareous shale; and Red Lion formation, chiefly 
limestone. The formations are named in ascending order and 
the general sequence is largely similar to that in central Mon
tana, but correlation can confidently be made only of the Flat
head, hence the necessity for applying new names to the other 
formations. 

UNCONFORMITY AT BASE. 

A marked unconformity between the Belt series and the 
Cambrian ,yas long ago recognized by'Valcott. In the parts 
of Montana previously explored the chief evidence of uncon
formable relation is the fact that at different places the basal 
Cambrian sandstone or quartzite lies upon beds of widely dif
ferent geologic horizon in the Belt series. In the Philipsburg 
quadrangle, not only is this evidence of unconformity found, 
but still clearer evidence is afforded by angular discordance 
between Cambrian and Algonkian beds and by local develop
ment of a Cambrian basal conglomerate with pebbles derived 
from the immediately underlying Belt series. 

The base of the Flathead everywhere in the Philipsburg 
quadrangle lies on the Spokane formation, but the thickness 
of red beds between the Newland and the Flathead ranges 
from several thousand to less than a. hundred feet. The great 
thicknesses are mainly in~the western ,part of the quadrangle. 
In the An~conda Range and in the southern part of the Flint 
Creek Range there is, broadly speaking, a rapid diminution in 
thicknesl:! toward the east and a less marked diminution to'ward 
the south. In the northern part of the quadrangle the vari
ations in thickness do not follow the same rule. The Spokane 
appears to be at least 5,000 feet thick between the two streams 
called Willow Creek, but its thickness dwindles eastward to the 
hills just west of Flint, where it is only about· 250 feet thick. 
Farther east it again grows t.hicker, reaching a thickness of 
several thousa.nd feet in the drainage basin of Boulder Creek. 

In two cliff exposures the Flathead may be seen to lie upon 
the beveled edges of the strata of the Spokane. One is in the 
western part of the Anaconda Range, It miles due east of the 
Carp mine j the other is half a mile northeast of the peak that 

. stands 8,861 feet high on the southern rim of Lost Creek basin. 
A photograph of the exposure east of the Carp mine is repro
duced in Plate IV. The Spokane here strikes north-northeast 
and dips 500 to 600 W.; the Flathead strikes nearly north and 
dips 250 W. The surface of contact is nearly but not quite 
pla.ne. 

The relations in the exposure south of Lost Creek a.re shown 
in figure 3. The discordance of dip here is much less than a.t 
the locality just describedj the quartzite strikes N. 60° E. and 
dips 21 0 W.; the Spokane immediately below strikes N. 58° E. 
and dips 25" W. The sandstone tapers to an edge near the 
crest of the divide just southeast of the high peak. 

FIGURE B.-Sketch or unconformable contact of Cambrian on Algonkian 
rocks. south side of Lost Creek. 

G, General unconformity of the Flathead quart.ite l'e.tlug on beveled st,'ala of Spokane rorlI1&
tlon, small normal fault. and diabue sUl. 

b, Detal! of unconformity at poInt marked x in a, $howlng overlapping beds at the base ot the 
Flathead quart~lte. 

At the base of the Flathead on the cliff illustrated in figure 
3 there is a lens of conglomerate, the relations of which at the 
north end of the cliff are shown diagrammatically in the 
detailed sketch (6). The conglomerate has been traced south
ward for a few rods to a point where it disappears under talus, 
and no conglomerate has been found elsewhere in the quadran
gle in beds known to be Flathead. The pebbles of this con
glomerate are subangular to fairly well rounded; the largest 
are about 6 inehes in diameter. They are all of light-gray 
qllartzitic sandstone evidently derived from the Spokane strata 
immediately underneath. 

In the preceding paragraphs the unconformable relationship 
of a certain persistent quartzite to the I~elt series has been 
assumed to justify the identification of that quartzite with the 
Flathead, which is the basal member of the Cambrian series 
wherever, in Montana, this part of the geologic column has 
been studied. The correlation is confirmed by a. general simi
larity in the sequence of formations overlying the quartzite in 
the Philipsburg quadrangle and the localities farther east. The 
discovery by E. M. Kindle of Upper Cambrian fossils in the Red 
Lion formation, which is separated from the basal quartzite by 
several hundred feet of shale and limestone, proves conelusively 
the existence in the quadrangle of a fairly thick series of Cam
brian strata, and indicates that the Red Lion formation is 
approximately equivalent to the Yogo limestone, the highest 
Cambrian formation of central Montana. But the upper limit 
of the Cambrian series in the Philipsburg quadrangle is less 
certainly fixed than the lower. The fossiliferous Red Lion 
formation is overlain by the M,aywood, in which no fossils 
have been found. In the absence of clear evidence regarding 
its age, the Maywood formation was conjecturally assigned to 
the Silurian, as is indicated on the geologic map. Since the 
writing of this text Edwin Kirk has examined exposures of 
the Maywood and has formed the opinion that they are prob
ably Cambrian, because they resemble Cambrian beds in other 
parts of the region and are very unlike the nearest known 
Silurian or Ordovician rocks. 

The correlation of the formations between the Flathead and 
the Red Lion mus~ fest entirely upon lithologic resemblance. 
A correlation so based is obviously not infallible, for a lime
stone may grade along its strike into a shale. It is, moreover, 
impossible to ma.teh, bed for bed, the sequence in the Philips
burg quadrangle 'with that in central Montana. If, however, 
it be assumed that no radical changes along the strike take 
place, and that certain shales not regarded as mappable in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle are equivalent to shales distinguished 
as formations in the Little Belt Mountains, which may 'be 
regarded as the type district for the Cambrian of central Mon
tana, the following tentative correla.tion may be offered: ' 

Tentative oor1'elation of Oambrian formations. 
----

Phlllpsburg quadrangle. Little Belt Mountains, 

--------------- - -- ----1-----
Maywood formation (1)---- -.---------~---- i f Yogo limestone. 

Red Lion rormation __ -.----- { ~:;:: :::: ~~~~~- Dry Creek shale. 

Hasmark torma.tion_ 

Silver Hill formation_ { 
S~I~::e:o~~~_i~_~~~~_ 
Laminated limestone 

Green shale __ . _ . ___ _ 

Flathead quartzite __ 

Pilgrim limestone. 

Park shale. 

Meagher limestone. 

Wolsey shale. 

Flat,head quartzite. 

The northernmost tract in which the Cambrian rocks occur, 
that comprising Princeton and Flint, affords good sections of 
the Hasmark and Red Lion formations a.long Boulder Creek. 



In the anticlinal area east of Philipsburg all the Cambrhm 
formations are ,,,ell exposed. The area has especial interest by 
reason of the intense metamorphism there developed, particu
larly in the Sil vel' Htll formation. :Metamorphism is likewise 
prevalent in the long strip flanking the Cable Mountain anti
cline. A well-exposed section of the Cambrian rocks, in which 
some of the Hasmark formation is possibly cut out by faulting, 
occurs northeast of the Red Lion mine. The exposures of the 
Hasmark and Red Lion formations are also good in the hills 
about Gold Coin. The southward-facing cliff west of the 
mouth' of Foster Creek gives a fine section of the Flathead and 
Silver Hill formations, with part of the rocks immediately 
above and below, and a mile or two farthel' north, on 'Varm 
Spring Creek, a steep westward-facing slope displays all but 
the lowest part of the Hasmark formation overlain by the Red 
Lion. In the area of complex faulting traversed by Lost 
Creek the fine exposure of the Flathead, resting unconform
ably on the Algonkian, northeast of hill "8861" (see fig. 3, 
p. 5) is especially worthy of note. Contact metamorphism is 
general in this tract. 

The Cambrian rocks occupy a considerable area and are ,,·tell 
exposed in the western part of the Anaconda Range. The 
eastern slope of Silver Hill gives perhaps the best section in 
the quadrangle of the Hasmark and underlying formations, 
and these same formations occur in an isolated tract about 
Mount Haggin. 

FLATHEAD QUARTZITE. 

Principal features.-The Flathead is a resistant and usually 
prominent formation consisting mainly of ,,,hite or pale-tinted, 
th.ick-bedded, pure and vitreous quartzite. At its top, and to 
a still greater extent in its lower part, it contains some gray
ish impure quartzite similar to the most siliceous beds of tIle 
Spokane. For this reason the base of the Cambrian, notwith
standing that it is a plane of marked unconformity, is hard to 
locate exactly except where it rests on the shaly part of the 
Spokane formation or where there is visible angular discord
ance or a basal conglomerate. Except where these conditions 
exist no reliable measure of' the thickness of the formation is 
possible. S~uth of Lost Creek, 'where the basal unconformity 
is visible, two independent observations gave thicknesses of 165 
and 170 feet. The Silver Hill seetion and that near the 
mouth of Foster Creek indicate a thickness of about 145 feet, 
but here the base is not very \ve11 defined. 

The base of the formation just east of Philipsburg has not 
been precisely located; here about 250 feet of more or less 
quartzitic rock lies beneath the Silver Hill formation, but 
much of this is dappled 01' reddish and probably belongs to 
the Spokane formation. 

In the vicinity of Mount Haggin the thickness of the 
Flathead quartzite is far from uniform. The formation is 
about 50 feet thick in the pass at the head of )'fill Creek. 
On the ridge west of Mount Haggin it tapers out. rather 
abruptly bebveen. the Spokane and Silver Hill formations. 
Ou spurs to the southeast it is 5 to 75 feet thick, but near 
the east end of the exposure it swells out to a thickness of 
200 feet. The exposures in these localities are good, and the 
opinion ,vas formed in the field that the variations in thick
ness were due to overlap, but they may be due in part to 
thrust faulting. 

Peb-ographic deta1:l$.-The leES purely siliceous beds of the 
Flathead quartzite are so nearly like the more siliceous beds in 
the Spokane formation that little need be said of them here. 
It is not known whether they a~e partly reddish when 
unaltered, like rock of the same formation in central Montana, 
for they are somewhat metamorphosed wherever the exact 

. limits of the formation are known. They do not often show 
the· dappling that is common in the Spokane formation. The 
more characteristic, purer quartzite is commonly almost white on 
fresh fracture and evidently consists essentially of compactly 
cemented quartz grains. 'Yhere the original texture has not 
been too much obscured 'most of the grains are less than 1 
millimeter in diameter, but metamorphism enlarges them and 
obliterates their boundaries more completely in the pure quartz
ites than in quartzitic sandstones. 

P1'incipal features. - The formation above the Flathead 
quartzite is named for a hill south of Silver Lake on whose 
eastern face it is well exposed. In the type section it is 
divisible into three members which are, in descending order, 
as follows: 

Generalized section of Siker Hill formation. 

Shale, calcareous. stronpdy banded in brown, white, and 
green, interbeddFd with laminated limestone __ _ 9{) 

Limestone with thin brown siliceous laminoo___ 120 
Shale, dark green, not notably calcareous, with a B-foot 

dioritic sill near the base _. _ 120 

The upper and middle members are composed of somewhat 
similar materials but present a rather sharp lithologic con
trast to the lower. The chief reason for mapping these rocks 
as a unit is that \vhen unaltered they are much less resistant 
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to erosion and therefore much less exposed than the Flathead 
quartzite below and ui.e Hasmark formation above. 'Vhere 
exposures of the Silver Hill formation are entirely Y\'anting, 
as they are, for example, about Princeton, subdivision is evi
dently impracticable. 

~otwithstanding the general weakness of the formation it is 
well exposed at many places. Its preservation is partly due 
to the induration produced in it by slight metamorphism, 
which is not altogether absent from the section at Silver Hill; 
yet in the Anaconda Range, owing to the support of harder 
rocks and the geueral strong relief, good sections of the forma
tion almost free from alteration are preserved. Perhaps the 
best of these is about a mile northwest of the peak 10,1.00 feet 
high near the eastern edge of the drainage basin of Rock Creek. 

The thickness of the Silver. Hill appears fairly uniform in 
the northern and middle parts of the quadrangle but is less 
uniform in the Anaconda. Range. Three miles northeast of 
the Carp mine there is an apparently unfaulted section in 
which both the calcareous and noncalcareons parts have about 
twice their average thickness. On the bank of the East Fork 
of Rock Creek the Hasmark rests on the Flathead, but there 
are evidences of faulting \vhich may account for the absence of 
the Silver Hill formation. In the vicinity of' Mount Haggin 
the formation is not over 100 feet thick and apparently trans
gresses the Flathe!;td, so that its upper limy member rests on 
the Spokane. 

Petrographic details.-The shale of the lower part has a, 
nearly uniform olive-green tint and is without conspicuous 
banding. 'Yhere it is not metamorphosed, it may be split 
into thin flakes, which are spangled with mica. Where it 
is slightly metamorphosed it is darker and harder and much 
less fissile. Strong metamorphism converts the green shA..les 
to cordierite hornstones like those of the Spokane forma.tio~. 
These rocks a.re gray and more or less distinctly dappled with 
dark spots, 1 to 3 millimeters across. Some of them contain 
conspicuous grains of mica 1 millimeter or so in diameter. 

)ficroscopically .examined, slightly altered specimens are found to 
consist mainly of angular to subangular quartz and feldspar grains 
em hedded in sericite and green biotite and associated with little epidote 
and tourmaline. A typical specimen of hornstone from the south end 
of Cable Mountain showlS hil/,'hly poikilitic grains of cordlerite and smaller 
imperfect prisms of itndalusite in a matrix chiefly composed of limpid 
grains of orthoclase. Quartz is vFry sca,rce. Tourmaline is exceptionally 
abundant and well crystallized. Other constituents are biotite, silJiInan
ite, ma!,'lletite, and Zll'COll. 

The remarkable abundance of orthoclase in the cordieritic hornston ... 
su~gested the po~sibility that potash had been added in the process of 
metamorphism. To test this hypothesis chemical analyses were made of 
a shale virtually unmetamorphosed and of the hornstone. The hypothesis 
is not confirmed by the analyses, which show rather close Similarity, 
espeCially as regards the content of potash. The original rocks are 
remarkably rich in potash, and the deposits from which they were formed 
may have bsen glauconitic. 

AI 2 O" 

Analyses of rooks j1'om lOWe)' part of Silver Hill f01·mation. 

[ByW. T. Schaller.] 

53.29 
22.38 

Total iron a~ FeD 6.57 

Ti0 2 .91 
MgO 2.10 
CaO .53 

7.48 

1.11 

4.12 
CD, .58 

63.47 

17.33 

5.09 
.96 

1.82 
.94 

7.00 
.50 

2.66 

.8B 

a. Determined by loss on ignition. corrected for carbon dioxide and oxi
dation of ferrous iron. 

1. Shale on west slope of Cable )fountain. 
2. Cordierite hornstone nell.r Cable. 

The usual appearance 6f the limestone that is characteristic 
of the middle part of the SilYer Hill formation is well shown 
in Plate III, A, although this illustration is reproduced from 
a photograph of the Red Lion formation. The most conspicu
ous feature of the rock is a peculiar lamination; laminre of 
nearly pure pale gray or drab limestone alternate with thinner 
hnninre of a darker cherty material, which project in relief on 
weathered surfaces. The siliceous layers are somewhat less than 
one-half centimeter in average thickness and are spaced at 
intervals of about 1 or 2 centimeters, but they are uneven in 
thickness and wavy. \Vhere it is not metamorphosed, as about 
Princeton and in the basin of the East Fork of Rock Creek, 
this limestone parts more readily along bedding planes, and 
the weathered surfaces of the siliceous layers are stained with 
ocher. The appearance of the rock then recalls the description 
of the "mottled limestones" of the Cambrian in the earlier 
Montana folios. 

The banded shales predominant in the uppermost part are 
interbedded with and grade into the lamina.ted limestones. 
The least limy rock in the upper part of the Silver Hill sec
tion is a calcareous shale banded in chocolate-brown and pale
green layers, but this rock is not free from metamorphism; 
the brown color is due to biotite, and the green to amphibole 
or pyroxene. The ul1metamorphosed shale seen elsewhere is 
of drab or olive hue. 

:Yoderat.e alteration of the laminated limestone is illust.rated in t.he 
section west of Foster Creek. :Metamorphism Ie hardly suggested mega
scopirally except, by a slight crystallinity, but the microscope re~'ellls 

considerable alteration. The siliceous laminoo consist mainly of potash 
feld~par, reddish-brown biotite, and diopside, with a. little calcite, epidote. 
titanite, liUle·rich feldspar, and tourma.line. Quartz is entirely absent. 
Other specimens. a little more altered, contain t.ourmaline in conspicuous 
black crystals about 1 centimeter long. 

Intense metamol'phism is strikingly exemplified at Philips
burg, where the calcareous beds are altered to coarse aggre
gates, chiefly of garnet, pyroxene, amphibole, scapolite, epidote, 
and magnetite, in varying proportions. These altered rocks 
may be roughly divided into three groups, which are charac
terized respectively by abundant garnet, scapolite, or mag
netite. 

The chief constituent of the most abundant rocks is a dark 
reddish-brown variety of garnet, with ,,,hich is mingled a green 
microcrystalline substance consisting mainly of pyroxene with 
more or less epidote and calcite, rudely interlaminated. 

Other constituent.s, visible oIlly with the aid of the microscope, are 
amphibole, titanite, chlorite, quartz, and zircon. 

The rocks characterized by abundance of scapolite contain calcit.e, 
amphibole, and pyroxene as t.heir other chief constituents, and thei\' 
general color is greenish gray. '['he scapolite in sOllie specimens forms 
large irregular individuals, the large~t about 2 inches long, with abundant 
inclusions. Among the lninor const,ituent.s are quartz, epidote, titanite, 
and pyrite 'l'he composition of the scapolite 1'anges, approximately, from 
)fe,Ma, to Ma. 

Some of the rocks rich in magnetite are distinctly banded. the alternate 
layers consisting chiefly of magnetite with some interstitial amphibole. 
iron-poor epidote, and quartz; the layers bet.ween are chie6y of amphi
bole, epidote, and calcite. In another type white laths of scapolite about 
1 centimeter long, lying in all pOsitions, are conspicuous in a matl'i:x: con
sisting chiefly of magnetite. 

In the contact zone of the ,porphyritic granite north of Lost 
Creek, the upper part of the BilYer Hill formation is largely 
altered to obscurely laminated rocks rich in yesuvianite and 
diopside and containing epidote, calcite, quartz, and sporadic 
scapolite. 

P1·inc·ipalfeatu1·es.-The Hasmark formation is named for a 
partly abandoned village southeast of Philipsburg. 

It consists of three members, which are, in ascending order, 
(1) magnesian limestone, mostly blue-gray, about 550 feet; (2) 
calcareous shale, 100 feet or less; (3) magnesian limestone, 
mostly white, about 350 feet. rrhe character of the formation 
is fai;ly constant throughout the quadrangle except that the 
shale varies considerably in thickness. In t.he central and 
southeHstern parts of the quadrangle its maximum thickness is 
100 feet. In the western part of the Anaconda Range it is 
about 20 feet; at Philipsburg no shale is exposed; near Prince
ton the middle member is represented by about 25 feet of fer
ruginous limestone and -shale. 

The limestones crop out rather strongly as a rule, the white 
outcrops of the upper member being especially conspicuous. 
The shale is at few places well exposed. 

Petrographic details and fossils.-The lower magnesian lime
stone is for the most part pale blue-gray and of rather fine, 
sugary textnre. One of its constant features is it" gritty 
,veathered surface, which is not due, as might be supposed, to 
projecting grains of sand. The rock is a mixture of irregular 
grains of calcite and crystals of ~olomite, which, being the less 
soluble, project in relief. Uneven distribution of the crystals 
of' dolomite possibly effected by some low form of orp;anism, 
gives rise to characteristic mottling, obscurely visible in Plate 
IX. The same illustration shows whit€ tubular bodies which, 
according to Edwin Kirk, may be the fossil cases of anne
lids; and Plate XI illustrates ellipsoidal bodies of concentric 
structure, identified by the same authority as probably formed 
by calcareous algre of the genus Girvanella. Both these types 
of probable organic remains are found near the base of the 
lower dolomite. 

The magnesian character of the limestone is indicated not 
only by its texture but by its weak effervescence with acid. 
A pa.rtial analysis by Mr. Schaller follows: 

Partial analysU' of lowe.r limestone of Hasmarkformation. 

Insoluble in HCl ___ _ 
CaO soluble in HCL_ 

':MgO soluble in HCl ___ _ 

0.45 
44.85 
6.46 

Besides this dominant phase, the lower member of the Has
mark comprises some dark iron-gray limestone, chiefly in the 
upper part, and some finer-grained white limestone, chiefly in 
the lower part. Thin, transitiona.l beds of calcareous shale 
occur near the top and bottom of this member. 

The shale member is thickest and best. exposed in the yicinity 
of' Warm Spring Creek, where it is composed mainly of mateM 

rial like that' in the upper part of the Silver Hill formation. 
Especially characteristic is a chocolate-brown argillaceous rock 
with elliptical nodules and lenticular layers of gray limestone 
usually less than an inch thick. The chocolate color is due to 
biotite and indica.tes a little metamorphism. In some other 
places where the shales are unaltered they are olive-green to 
reddish purple. 

The upper magnesian limestone is like the lower in having 
a similar though somewhat finer texture, but its prevailing 



tint is grayish-white on fresh fracture and cream-white on the 
weathered surface. The peculiar markings characteristic of 
the lower limestone have not been found in the upper except 
that the mottling appears rather faintly in some grayish beds 
near the bflse. 

}lelamorphwm of limestones.-Contact metamorphism has 
virtually the same effect on both limestone members, which are 
not, as a rule, so much coarsened by metamorphism as the less 
magnesian limestones of the higher formations. The rneta
ll).orphic minerals 'characteristic of them are forsterite, diopside, 
minerals of the humite group, tremolite, phlogopite, spinel, 
and pale chlorites. These minerals are most common in the 
southeastern part of the quadrangle, especially in the contact 
zone of the porphyritic granite south of Thornton Creek, where 
the fo1'8terite and chlorites form large crystals. Forsterite, 
which is the most abundant of these minerals, is not readily 
visible when fresh, being then almost colorless; when partly 
altered, however, flS it usually is, to pale-yellowish serpentine, 
it is more conspicuous. 

The formation of magnetite deposits in the limestone of the 
Hasmark formation at certain granite contacts, notably at 
Cable and Philipsburg, is a special phase of metamorphism. 
(See PI. X.) Next to mflgnetite, olivine poor in iron is 
the most abundant mineral of these deposits, but it is rela
tively inconspicuous. Kear Philipsburg humites and the 
rare magnesium-iron borate ludwigite are associated with the 
magnetite. 

Metamorphism of shales.-The most general effect of slight 
metamorphism on the shales of the Hasmark formation is the 
de,'elopment in the more aluminous layers of biotite, which 
produces a chocolate-brown color and, in the more calcareous 
layers, of diopside, which is pale green. The effect of more 
intense metamorphism is much the same as on the rocks of the 
Silver Hill formation. Cordierite hornstones occurring in 
Olson Gulch apparently represent the least calcareous phase of 
the shales of the Hasmark. 

Principal fealures.-The greater part of the Red Lion for
mation, named for the Red Lion mine, near which it is well 
exposed, consists of siliceous laminated limestone, a typical 
exposure of' which is shown in Plate V. The basal part is 
chiefly calcareous shale. The thickness of the laminated lime
stone is about 250 feet; that of the underlying shaly beds is 
irregular and in most places less than 40 feet. The limestone, 
which forms prominent outcrops and is readily identified by its 
peculiar character, is a very useful horizon marker. 

Petrographi() details.-The basal member consists of ccal
black shale with olive-green shale, thin lenticular beds of 
greenish-gray fine-grained indurated sandstone and flaggy 
limestone. The limestone is of sugflry texture, generally of 
reddish-purple color, or mottled in purple and cream-white or 
pale green. It becomes covered with ocher on weathered sur
faces and is more or less siliceous and magnesian, as if ferrugi
nous. The character of the lower member as displayed in other 
parts of the quadrangle varies in detail, but in general its most 
conspicuous rocks are deep-red impure thin-bedded limestones. 
J\Tear the base of the upper member the limestone is subor
dinate and forms isolated nodules or lenses in the siliceous 
material, which is deep reddish purple, the limestone being a 
lighter shade of the same hue. In the main body of the for
mation the limestone is dark or blne-gray, and predominates 
in volume oYer the siliceous material, which weathers yellow
ish, brownish, or reddish. The highest layers ascribed to the 
formation are of white limestone, with thin, rather widely 
spaced siliceous laminre that weather yellow or orange. 

The upper part of the Red Lion formation contains in places 
intraformational conglomerates consisting of small subangular 
pieces of limestone embedded in argillaceous material. 

The effect of metamorphism on .the laminated limestone is 
essentially the same as on the similar rocks of the upper part 
of the Silver Hill formation. In the vicinity of' T'win Peaks 
the siliceous layers are altered to material rich in vesuvianite. 

ContaC't metamorphism affects the basal beds REI it affects the 
similar rocks in the Hasmark and Silver Hill formations. A 
mile north of Gold Coin, the basal beds have been converted 
at their contact with the granodiorite to coarse aggregates of 
garnet, epidote, pyroxene, amphibole, calcite, quartz, magnet
ite, and other minerals. Some of the reddish~brown garnet 
crystals are nearly 2 inches in diameter. 

Fossils and correlalion.-Fossils 'were collected from the 
upper part of the Red Lion formation by Kindle in 1907 
and submitted to Secretary Walcott of the Smiths'onian Institu
tion for identification. In a lot from Rock Creek, in the 
'''estern part of the Anaconda Range, he found Billingsella 
colomdoens,is Shumard and Anomocare sp.; in a lot from the 
vicinity of Princeton he found the same forms, together with 
Cyrtolites sp. and Agraulos sp. All the specimens, according 
to Walcott, are of Upper Cambrian age and correspond to the 
fossils of the Y ogo limestone but appear to be of a younger 
facies than those that have been found in the Yogo limestone 
farther east. . 

l'hlllplblU'&'. 

7 

SILURIAN (?) SYSTEM. 

Prindpal fealures.-The Maywood formation is named for 
Maywood R'idge, west of Princeton, on whose northeast face, 
2 miles aboye the mouth of South Boulder Creek, the best 
exposure OCCUl'S. The formation, in most places, is poorly 
exposed, being less resistant t{) erosion than the Red Lion 
formation below or the Jefferson limestone aboye. It consists 
mainly of red to gray flaggy magnesian limestone and calca
reous shale, and includes calcareous sandstone near the base. 

Although the formation as a whole presents a marked 
lithologic contrast to the Red Lion and to the Jefferson its 
limits are not sharply defined. It is provisionally considered 
to embrace about 40 feet of limestone below the sandstone but 
similar to that in the main body of the formation. At the top 
the Maywood seems in most places to grade into the JefferRon 
limestone. The uncertainty regarding the limits of the May
wood formation, prevents an exact measure of its thickness, 
but it is about 200 01' 300 feet thick. 

The distribution of the formation is similar to that of the 
Cambrian series. The only continuonsly exposed section of 
the unaltered rocks, apart from that of Maywood Ridge, is on 
the East Fork of Rock Creek, in the southwest part of the 
quadrangle. Some of the best exposures of metamorphosed 
Maywood rocks are between Tower and Philipsburg and on 
the spur east of Cable. 

Petro,qraphi() details.-The sandstone, which is the rock most 
frequently found in outcrops and float, is cream-white on fresh 
fracture but is stained yellow by limonite on weathered sur
faces, which are rough and in places show cross-bedding. 

The character of the shale and limestone, which grade into 
each other, is best exhibited in the fine exposure south of 
Boulder Creek. The main body of the formation is banded in 
various shades of gray, red, and yellow. The yellow hues are 
due to the weathering of shales and limestones that are gray to 
dull olive green on fresh fracture. Those of reddish hue are 
less discolored by weathering. Near Princeton, where there is 
no contact metamorphism, they are bright brick-red on fresh 
fracture, but where slightly metamorphosed they assume a 
more purplish hue. The weathered surfaces of the limestones 
are, as a rule, somewhat gritty owing to siliceous impurities and 
a magnesian character. 

Strong metamorphism of the Maywood rocks, as of the 
Newland and Spokane formations, turns the red beds green by 
recombining the iron of oxides and carbonates into silicates 
and forms rocks that do not weather yellow. Metamorphism 
of the sandstone is exemplified on Siher Hill, where the cal
careous cement is abundantly charged with minute net'ldles of 
tremolite. The calcareous shales become altered to green 
hornstones characterized by diopside and other silicates of 
magnesia and lime. In the contact zone of the granodiorite at 
Cable some of the Maywood has been converted to distinctly 
crystalline rocks rich in scapolite. Some of the metamorphosed 
limestone east of Philipsburg contains about 25 per cent of 
forsterite or olivine. 

Age.-As intimated in the account of the Cambrian series, 
the age of' the Maywood is uncertain. No fossils have heen 
found in it, and though it lies stratigraphically between the 
Jefferson limestone, which is of Devonian age, and the Red 
Lion forma.tion, which is Upper Cambrian but does not repre
sent the latest Cambrian time, its stratigraphic place does not 
show whether it is Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, or Deyo
nian. Its tentative assignment to the Silurian 'was largely con
jectural. Since this assignment was made, Dr. Edwin Kirk 
has pointed out a lithologic resemblance between the Maywood 
formation and some of the highest Cambrian strata in central 
:Montana; he has, moreover, observed that it is, in one place 
at least, separated from the Jefferson by a conglomerate, which 
virtually e::}:cludes the possibility of its being Devonian. 

DEVONIAN SYSTEM. 

The only formation of known Devonian age in the Philips
burg quadrangle is the Jefferson limestone. This is immedi
ately overlain by the Madison limestone, of Carboniferous 
(1fississippian) age, without the intervention of the Threeforks 
formation, which represents the Upper Devonian farther east. 

Principal features.-The base of the Jefferson limestone is 
most clearly defined in the Philipsburg quadl'angle near the 
northeast base of Maywood Ridge, 2 miles from the mouth of 
South Boulder Creek, where it is marked by a conglomerate. 
The conglomerate is here about 15 or 20 feet thick, bnt it is 
of slight lateral extent and has not been observed elsewhere. 
It is oyerlain by a few score feet of flaggy dark-gray impure 
limestone, above which lies the great body of thick-bedded, 
white, grayish, and black magnesian limestone that constitutes 
the bulk of the formation. The thickness of the Jefferson in 
this quadrangle is about 1,000 feet. 

The Jefferson limestone is comparatively resistant and 
ex.tensively exposed. The ex.posures near Princeton are among 

the best. It forms the hill northeflst of Philipsburg and is the 
principal country rock of the Hope mine. Good exposures 
occur in the hills between Geor~etown and the Gold Coin 
mine, in the canyon of Flint Creek west of Silver Hill, on the 
East Fork of Rock Creek, and along Foster Creek. 

Petrographic details.-The rock most common in the Jeffer
son of the Philipsburg quadrangle is a white or cream-colored, 
rather fine-grained, thick-bedded limestone, which forms large 
rounded outcrops. Many beds are blue-gray, and some, 
exposed just north of the Maywood ranch on Boulder Creek, 
are of an almost sooty blackness. Alternation of light and 
dark layers is 'well illustrated in Plate VIII. rfhe range of 
tint from white through blue-gray to black is characteristic of 
the strata where they ha\'e undergone more 01' less metamor
phism. At the few localities, most of them in the northern 
part of the quadrangle, where they haye wholly escaped such 
alteration, the limestones, whether light or dark, have a brown
ish hue. The opacity of the limestone and its weathered sur
faces show that it is magnesian, like that of the Hasmark 
formation. Irregular nodules of chert occur in the J efl'erson 
but are not abundant. 

Strong metamorphism accentuates the crystallinity of the 
limestone, and produces metamorphic silicates, the most com
mon of which is tremolite. Less common and conspicuous are 
diopside, phlogopite, forsterite, and humite. 

Fossils and ()Orrelation.-The Jefferson . limestone is not 
conspicnously fossiliferous, yet many species have been col
lected from it in the Philipsburg quadrangle by E. 1\1. Kindle, 
who supplies the following statement: 

The faunal, stratigraphic, and lit.hologic evidence agrees in 
indicating that the magnesian limestone which occnrs below the 
Carboniferous in the Philipsburg quadrangle should be correlated 
with the Jefferson limestone. Its distinctive physical characters and 
stratigraphic relations enabled geologists to identify the dark sac· 
charoidal magnesian limestone over a considerable area in 1tlontana 
with that at Threeforks, the type locality of the Jefferson, before its 
fauna was sufficiently well known to determine with certainty its age. 
This limestone in the Philipsburg quadrangle has furnished a suffi. 
cient fauna, h{)wever, to establish with certainty the Devonian age of 
the formation. 

The following list includes all of the species which have been 
determined from this formation in the Philipsburg quadrangle. 
They have been obtained from t"i'O localit.ies, one of which is 2! miles 
northwest of Princeton, Mont., and the other is on the e'd!st fork of 
Rock Oreek, 20 miles south of Princeton. 

Favosites cr. limitaris. 
Productella cf. subaculeata. 
Schuchertella chemungensis 'Var. 

arctostriat.a. 
Stropheodonta cf. macrostriata. 
Hypothyris globularis. 
Atrypa missouriensis. 
Atrypa reticularis. 

I 

Athyris parvula. 
Athyris motltanensis. 
SpiTtfer occidentaliB. 
Spirifer engelmanni. 

I Spirifer arg:entarius. 
Spirifer utahensis. 

I 
Loxonema approximatum? 
Straparollus sp. 

CARBONIFER{)US SYSTEM. 

General character.-Although mapped as a unit, the Madi
son limestone of the Philipsburg quadrangle might be divided 
like that in other parts of Montana into two or three membel's. 
The lower part consists mainly of dark flaggy limestone, with 
which a little black shale is interbedded. Above the fla~gy 
strata lie thicker beds, also dark for the most part, which con~ 
tain abundant chert. (See PI. VI.) The upper part consists 
of still more massive limestone, mostly white to pale gray, and 
also cherty. The middle part of the formation is less distinct 
from the upper than from the lo,,,er part. The thicker, upper 
strata of the Madison generally form bold outcrops; the 
lower, flflggy strata are less resistant to flrosion and generally 
ill-exposed. . 

Dwtribution.-The areas occupied by the Madison limestone 
in this quadrangle are gronped in two or three zones. The most 
westerly extends from Flint to a point about 5 milt'S south of 
Philipsburg. It affords readily accessible exposures, a nearly 
complete cross section of the formation being visible just west 
of Stewart Lake. The dark cherty beds in the lower middle 
part of the formation are especially well exposed at this 
locality, where the photograph reproduced in Plate V WflS 
taken. A second zone extends through the middle of the 
quadrangle ne~rly from its northern to its southern boundary, 
and some of the best exposures of the formation may be seen 
near Princeton, in the northern part of this zone, and on the 
East }'ork of Rock Creek, in the southern part. 'From the 
middle part of the zone a strip occupied mflinly by the Madison 
limestone extends southeastward, but in this traet the forma
tion is so much faulted and metamorphosed that its exposures 
are not very useful for stratigraphic study. 

Almost the entire section is exposed north of Stewart Gulch, 
and the cliff shown in Plate VI gives one of the best sections of 
the lower middle part. The best exposureg in the quadrangle 
perhaps occur south and southwest of Georgetown Lake, par~ 
ticularlyalong the East Fork of Rock Creek, where the only 
good section of the Baggy basal beds is found. 

Thickness.-In the Rock Creek section, 280 feet of the 
lower, flaggy limestone is exposed, and a little is concealed, 



so that the total thickness of this member is here probably 
about 300 feet. The thickness of the overlying beds in the 
same vicinity is about 1,000 feet. Rough measurements near 
Princeton and Philipsburg give 1,200 to 1,500 feet as the 
total thickness. 

At one place between Foster and Warm Spring creeks the 
total thickness is less than 800 feet. The diminution does not 
appear to be due to faulting but rather to nondeposition or to 
erosion before the deposition of the Quadrant formation. 

Peb-ographic detail$.-The shale that occurs near the base 
of the formation is dull black and fairly hard and brea.ks 
into small rectangular fragments. It is highly calcareous and 
grades into fine-grained flaggy limestone which OCCUI'S in beds 
ranging in thickness from an inch to a foot and makes up 
most of the lower part of the Madison. This rock is dark 
blue-gray to nearly black on fresh fracture, but its weathered 
surfaces are a characteristic mnch lighter blue-gray, passing to 
drab or dove color. The limestone between, the tlaggy basal 
beds and the massive upper beds is similar to the flaggy lime
stone in color and texture. 

Thin beds of white limesoone, which do not occur in the 
lowermost part of this formation, appear below the middle, 
become increasingly abundant upward, and predominate in the 
upper half. The chert in the upper part of the Madison forms 
larger and less regularly distributed masses than that in the 
dark beds below. The thick-bedded white and light-gray 
limestones of the upper part of the Madison resemble those of 
the Jefferson in general views but show distinct differences 
when closely examined. Chert is far more abundant in the 
Madison than in the Jefferson. The Madison limestone, more
over, is not magnesian like the Jefferson, and is consequently 
smoother on weathered surfaces and more translucent in thin 
fragments. Fossils, again, are far more abundant and con
spicuous in the Madison limestone than in the Jefferson. 

CheTt.-The chert, as sho"m by the microscope, consists 
chiefly of quartz but contains more or less calcium carbonate. 
Its texture is in general fine but not uniform. No organic 
remains haye been obserYed in the chert. It does not follo·w 
from this fact, however, that organic agencies have had no part 
in the formation of this material, but an origin at least partly 
secondary is suggested by the special abundance of the chert 
along the great oyerthrust that passes near Philipsburg. East 
of the point where the fault crosses the canyon of Flint Creek 
there is a great mass of dark chert, nearly 100 feet thick, which 
apparently belongs to the Madison. The Newland formation, 
which is thrust over the Madison, also is silicified and cherty 
at this place. Local silicification of both these calcareous for
mations may have beeu effected by solutions rising through 
fault fissures. 

Effect of contact metam01'Phism.-The . limestones of the 
Madison are more r,eadily recrystallized by metamorphism than 
the older magnesian limestones, and the purer beds in its 
upper part are in places changed to coarsely crystalline marble. 
The mineral most commonly produced in the Madison lime
stone by contact metamorphism is tremolite, ·which is more 
abundant in this formation than in magnesian limestones 
below. Diopside is locally developed but never conspicuous. 
Scapolite occurs in the slightly altered basal flaggy limestones, 
where it forms sharply developed dull-black eight-sided prisms. 

Small black orthoclase crystals occur similarly at two local
ities, one on the east slope of the knob 7,694 feet high, 
west-northwest of the summit of Silver Hill, the other about 
lt miles northwest of bench mark 5605, on 'Varm Spring 
Creek. 

Fossils and cOTrelation.-G. B. Girty refers the numerous 
fossils collected from the Madison limestone in the Philipsburg 
quadrangle to the same widely distributed lower Mississippian 
fauna by which this formation is characterized through such a 
large area in the west. A composite list of the fossil forms 
identified by him in this quadrangle follows: 

Syringopora. surcularia. 
Byringopora sp. 
Aulopora geometrfc.a. 
MenophylluDl ulrichanum. 
Amplexus sp. 
Echinocrinus ap. 
Fenestella, 2 sp. 
Schuchertella inflat.a. 
Rhipidomella pulchella. 

Rhipidomella michelini? 
Chonetes illinoisensis. 
Productus IWYicosta. 
Camarotoochia metallica. 
Sph;,ifer cent.ronatus. 
Compo"ita immatura. 
COlnposita sp. 
Eumetrla marcyi. 

The lithologic character of the rocks supports the paleonto
logic evidence. 

QUADRANT FORMATION. 

General character.-The Quadrant format.ion as developed 
in the Philipsburg quadrangle comprises two members that 
present strong lithologic contrast. The lower member con
sists chiefly of red magnesian limestone and shale. These 
rocks are soft and are exposed at but few places. The upper 
member, mainly quartzitic, comprises three strata, the loy 'lest 
consisting of light-colored pure thick-bedded quartzite,. the 
middle of calcareous shale and impure cherty limestone, the 
u'ppermost of somewhat impure. quartzite and quartzitic sand-
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stone. In the vicinity of the East Fork of Rock Creek the 
upper quartzite stratum is not identifiable, and the calcareous 
beds usually overlain by it are apparently thicker than in 
most places. The quartzite strata crop out boldly; the cal
careous beds between them are rarely well exposed. The 
rocks of the lower member are highly susceptible to metamor
phism, which ultimately changes the prevailing hue from red 
to green. 

Distrwution.-The Quadrant formation is found in the same 
general zones as the Madison. Its most extensive exposures 
lie northeast of Boulder Creek, where the nearly vertical beds 
of quartzite form bold parallel reefs striking for miles across 
ridges and ravines. The lower, red beds in this vicinity are 
as a rule concealed, but their position is indicated in places by 
float. Good exposures of the lo,ver member and of the cal
careous beds between the quartzites, strongly metamorphosed, 
are found southeast of Goat .Mountain. Other extensive areas 
occur farther south, on both sides of Foster Creek, 'where the 
rocks are strongly metamorphosed and still farther south, near 
·Warm Sprin~ Creek, where they are not greatly altered. The 
best exposures of the unaltered lower beds are those on the 
west slope of the hill 7,780 feet high near the East Fork of 
Rock Creek. 

Near Philipsburg the quartzite of the Quadrant is one of 
the most conspicuous terranes. It forms Red Hill north of the 
town, the knob west of the high school, sometimes called 
"Flagstaff Hill," and a similar knob 3 miles farther south. 
Th<. red beds of the lower member are concealed at most places 
near Philipsburg but are partly exposed north of Stewart Gulch. 

Thicknes8.-The greatest observed thickness of the lower 
member of the Quadrant is on the East Fork of Rock Creek, 
where there is about .500 feet of the shalv beds. The thickness 
of the beds north of Philipsburg is rO~lghly estimated at 200 
to 300 feet. West of Poster Creek, where the upper part of 
the Madison limestone is also of less than normal thickness, 
the apparent thickness of the lower member of the Quadrant 
is less tha II 100 feet. 

The best measure for the upper member was obtained on 
Flagstaff Hill, where its thickness is 430 feet. On Rock Creek 
the single massive stratum of quartzite is about 350 feet thick 
and the oyerlying calcareous beds assigned to the Quadrant 
formation are nearly 200 feet thick. The total thickness of 
the formation at this locality thus exceeds 1,000 feet. 

Petrogmphic delails.-The most characteristic rock seen in 
the float of the lo·wer member of the Quadrant is a deep brick
red to maroon shale with round or oval pale-green spots which 
would suggest at first glance that the rock had been spattered 
with paint. These spots are cross sections of nodules not 
greatly different from their matrix except in color. In places 
the nodules weather out as spheroids or irregular lumps. 
Much of the shale contains calcium carbonate, whic:h is no 
more abundant in the nodules than in their matrix. 

The other charact.eristic rock of the lower member of the 
Quadrant, into which the red shale grades, is flaggy impure 
ma~nesian limestone, ranging in color from dull red to white. 

Where the red shale that is poor in carbonates is slightly 
metamorphosed it is da.rker and more purplish than the 
unaltered rock, and its characteristic spots are less distinct.. 
The micro.",cope shows green biotite as the only mineral devel
oped in appreciable amount by the metamorphism. Stronger 
metamorphism would presumably produce cordieritic rocks 
like those 'Produced from the similar beds in thE\ Spokane for
mation. Some chocolate-brown biotitic hornstones derived 
from the red shales 'vere observed. 

The more Fmy beds alter to greenish banded fine-grained 
compact rocks, composed chiefly of diopside, quartz, and 
amphibole, with more or less feldspar, epidote, and titanite. 

The quartzite forming the lowermost part of the upper 
member of the ,Quadrant formation is pure and thick bedded, 
and resembles the Flathead quartzite, though more rusty on 
,veathered outcrops. On fresh fractures it is nearly white. 
The upper quartzite does not differ conspicuously from the 
lower where both form' weathered reefs, but as it is less pure 
than the lower and somewhat calcarE\ous near the top its 
weathered surfaces are rougher and more porous and it becomes 
more deeply impregnated with limonite. Where it is fresh it 
is commonly grayish. 

Except in the northeastern part of the quadrangle, where 
they are indurated by strong metamorphism, the soft beds 
between the quartzites are nowhere continuously exposed. The 
most characteristic rock seen in this locality is a mixture of mot
tled gray and white chert with limestone. A little black rusty 
shale occnl'S at the top, and a conspicuous white bed of calca
reous sandstone lies near the middle. The best exposure of 
the unalt.ered rock north of Douglas Creek-an incomplete 
one-is of very cherty gray limestone. The part of the Rock 
Creek sect.ion in the Anaconda Range which is ascribed to this 
diyision of the Quadrant formation comprises rocks like those 
described and also some gray and white magnesian limestone 
like that of the Jefferson limestone. The small outcrops near 
Philipsburg show a yellow, iron-stained cherty rock, inter
stratified with beds of phosphate rock, the purest of which is 

dull black on fresh fracture, with a gray "bloom" on the 
weathered surface, and has an oolitic texture. 

Fossils and correlation.-Fossil!:! have been collected from 
the lower member of the Quadrant formation at two localities 
in the Philipsburg quadrangle. 

Two miles south of Georgetown Lake the red shales below 
the quartzite haye yielded the following forms, identified by 
G. H. Girty: 

Echinocrinus sp. 
Fenest-ella sp. 
Rhombopora ap. 
Derbya crasea,. 

I 
Productus cora. 
Splrifer rockymontanus. 
Schizostoma catilloIdes. 

Mr. Girty says that this fauna is of Pennsylvanian age. 
Fos!:!ils have also been found in the calcareous beds between 

the quartzites on Flagstaff Hill at Philipsburg. A collection 
made at this place by Mr. J. T. Pardee is identified by Mr. 
Girty as follows. The specimens occur as molds. 

CyathophyUum ? sp. 
Camarotcechia (or Rhynchopora) sp., resembling O. sappho. 
Camarotcechla (or Rhynchopora) sp., resembling C. congregata. 
MyaUna sp. 
A viculipecten sp. 

Mr. Girty says: 

These fossils must be Pennsylvanian or Permian. The pre~ence of phos· 
phate strata at this horizon suggests t.he Permian (1) phosphate beds of 
southeastern Idaho (Phosphoria formation), but the fauna is different. 
Mr. Gale's suggested correlation of the red lower member of the Quadrant 
with the Morgan formation of northeastern Utah as given below, is rather 
confirmed by the paleontologIc evidence than otherwise. 

The kinds of rock are the same in the Philipsburg section as 
in the typical Quadrant of the Threeforks and Yellowstone 
National Park region, although the sharp division into .a 
quartzite and a shaly member does not there seem possible. 
The assignment of a Carboniferous a.nd probably Pennsylvan
ian age to the upper quartzitic stratum is based on lithologic 
rather than on paleontologic grounds, for no fossils have been 
found in it. The upper qnartzite was included in the forma
tion primarily because of its resemblance to the lower. Support 
is lent to this part of the correlation, however, by the opinion 
of Hoyt S. Gale, who in 1910 examined a section near 
Melrose, Mont., that is essentially similar 00 that of the Philips
burg quadrangle. Mr. Gale considers the lower and purer 
quartzite equiva.lent to the Weber quartzite of Utah, and the 
higher beds here included in the Quadrant as equivalent to the 
Park City formation of Utah. One reason for this correla.tion 
is lithologic resemblance, but a stronger one is the occurrence 
of a phosphate bed in the Melrose section corresponding to one 
in the Utah and southern Idaho sections. This phosphate lies 
between the two quartzitic strata and has been found at this 
horizon on Flagstaff Hill since the geologic survey of the 
quadrangle was made. The lower shaly member may have 
its equiva.lent in the :Morgan formation of Utah or in similar 
rocks found locally in the base of the Weber quartzite. 

JURAS~IC SYSTEM:. 

Principal features and 1·elations.-Triassic rocks are appar
ently absent from the Philipsburg quadrangle, as they are from 
a great part of Montana. The Quadrant is here overlain 
directly by the Ellis formation, which consists of about 400 
feet of rusty-weathering shale, sandstone, conglomerate, and 
limestone and contains marine Jurassic fossils. The lower 
limit of this formation as mapped is very definite in most 
places, ·being at the contact of a soft shale with the hard upper 
quartzite stratum of the Quadrant. Near the East Fork of 
Rock Creek, however, the base of the Ellis as mapped is not 
marked by any such abrupt lithologic change, for, as already 
stated, the highest beds in this locality that are ascribed to the 
Carboniferous are shales and limestones. The rocks here 
mapped as Jurassic consist in the main of rusty-weathering 
shale and sandstone, such as predominate in the Ellis forma
tion where it is well exposed, but also include some limestone, 
resembling the Jefferson limestone, which may belong to a 
fault block of some formation older than the Ellis. Unfortu
nately no fossils were found that could supplement the rather 
unsatisfactory lithologic evidence upon which the mapping of 
this area is based. 

Although no angular unconformity between the Ellis and 
Quadrant formations has been observed in the Philipsburg 
quadrangle, the times at 'which the two formations were depos
ited were evidently separated by an erosion interval. This 
interval is indicated not only by the absence of Triassic rocks 
but by the presence in the Ellis formation of chert and quartz
ite pebbles derived from Carboniferous and older strata. The 
erosion indicated by these pebbles may have effected the 
removal of the upper quartzite of the Quadrant at the Rock 
Creek locality. 

D'i$tribution.-The distribution of the Ellis formation is 
similar to that of the Quadrant, but the Ellis is far the more 
poorly exposed, because of the weakness of its rocks; its posi
tion, indeed, is usually marked by a depression between the 
ontcrops of the quart.zite of the Quadrant and the hard basal 
sandstone of the Kootenai formation. The most complete 



cross section of the Ellis formation where its limits are well 
defined and its rocks unaltered is displayed on the north side 
of Gird Creek 1 rr miles 'west of Mount Princeton. The expo~ 
sures near Philipsburg are fragmentary. The basin of Rock 
Creek in the Anaconda Range contains but one good exposure, 
which is at the locality already mentioned, north of the quartz~ 
ite crag 7,780 feet high. Fairly extensive outcrops are found 
on the hill south of Browns on Warm Spring Creek, and 
metamorphosed rocks of the Ellis formation are exposed in the 
zone of outcrop that extends northward from the head of 
Olson Gulch to the vicinity of Racetrack Peak. 

Lithology.-The lithologic character of the Ellis formation 
is illustrated by the follo'wing section: 

Section on (}ird Creek, lt miles northwest of Mount Princeton. 

Kootenai formation (lower part) 
Shales, reddish and greenish. 
Sandswne, pebbly; deep red above, mottled in purple 

and drab at base. Pebbles are of quartzite, aJ'e well 
rounded, and not generally more than 2 or S inchfs in 
diameter __ 

Ellis formation: 
Shale, calcareous, olive.green, locally containing nod

ules of limestone 1 inch or less in diameter, with a little 
ilaggy sandstone; all stained with yellow ocher on 

10 

weathered surface ___________________________________ 150 
Sandstone, fl.aggy, weathering yellowish, with some 

shale _____________________ 60 
Sandstone, forming prominent ledge, rusty, more or 

less calcareons, partly cross-bedded, partly fiaggy, 
partly pebbly, with well·rounded pebbles, mostly of 
dark ohert _______________ "________ ___________ 20 

Sandstone, fiaggy, with some shale; weathers rusty 
red and yellow; fosslliferous _________________________ 100 

Limestone, impure; gray on fresh fracture, brown on 
weathered surface __ _ 10 

Shale, calcareous, flne grained, homogeneous; black on 
fresh fracture, buff on weathered surfaoe; fossiliferous 90 

Thickness of Ellis formation __ 
Quadrant formation (upper part); 

Quartzite, massive, fanning bold reef. 

480 

The most obvious general characteristic of these rocks is a 
tendency to weather in buff or yellow hues. The shale at the 
base is rarely seen without an ocherous stain due to weatherw 
ing, but the unweathered basal shale lying on the dump of a 
shaft at the Gird Creek locality is dull coalwblack, The color 
of the other rocks ranges from pale olivewgreen to dark gray. 
The limestone nodules that occur in much of the shale are 
rather irregularly distributed. The cross-bedded structure near 
some of the sandstone is made more conspicuous by weathering. 

The pebbly bed has not been recognized in the quadrangle 
except about Mount Princeton and south of 'Varm Spring 
Creek. Near Warm Spring Creek and near Drummond, 
north of the quadrangle, it is more definitely a conglomerate 
than it is on Gird Creek. Its pebbles are in part guartzitic, 
but predominance of chert pebbles is its most distinctive feature. 

Conta.ct metamorphism has the same effect on the typical 
Ellis rocks as on the Newland rocks (see p. 4), which they some
what resemble. The mehl.morphosed Ellis consists of compact 
green, white, and chocolate-brown hornstones, of which quartz, 
feldspar, diopside, and biotite are the commonest minerals, 
The ordinary type about Princeton is a biotitic horns tone, 
chocolate-brown on fresh fracture and drab on the weathered 
surface, with calcareous nodules in which relatively large grains 
of epidote and hornblende are generally conspicuous. 

Fossils.-Stanton has collected characteristic Ellis fossils 
from the formation on Gird Creek and on the Ovando road 
about 6 miles east of Drummond. Those collected on Gird 
Creek lie 50 to 100 feet a.bove the Quadrant formation, and, 
according to T. 'V. Stanton, comprise the following forms: 

Ostrea striguleoula Whit·e. I Eumiorotie curta Hall. 
Camptonecoos pertenuistriatus Trigonia sp. 

Hall anJL Whitfield. Pleuromya subcompressa Meek. 

In the section east of Drummond calcareous beds 200 to 
250 feet above the Quadrant have yielded: 

Rhynchonella gnathophora I Lima ~ sp. 
Meek. Cucullrea. haguei Meek. 

Ostrea sp. Tancredia? sp. 
Campwnectes bellistrlatul! Meek. I Pleuromya subcomprell!la. 

A conglomerate' near the top of the Ellis section here 
contains Rhynohonella gnathophora Meek, Ostrea sp., and 
Gervillia sp. 

CRETACEOUS SYSTEM. 

The Lower and Upper Cretaceous are both represented in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle by the Kootenai and Colorado forma
tions, respectively, and perhaps by some later beds of ~lontana 
age. Although the strata appear to be structurally conformw 
able, the Dakota sandstone, which naturally should intenTene 
between the Kootenai a.nd Colorado, is apparently lacking, as 
in other known Montana sections. 

LO",VER CltETACEOUS SERIES. 

KOOTENA.I FORMA.TION. 

General chamcter and thickness.-The Kootenai formation as 
developed in the northeast quarter of the qnadrangle has a 
total thickness of about,1,500 feet. It consists in greatest part 
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of red and green sandstone and shale, with some limestone and 
dark calcareous shale, the general sequence being as follows: 
The base consists of tough red and green pebbly sandstone 
or sandy conglomerate, rarely more than 20 feet thick, which 
as a rule' crops out rather prominently. This is succeeded 
above by softer red and green shaly rocks, and these again in 
places by a. peculiar fine-grained buff-weathering limestone, 
which forms one or two beds that lie about 200 teet from the 
base of the formation and are 100 to 500 feet in total thick
ness. Above this limestone lies the main mass of red and 
green shale, with which a few thin and inconspicuous beds 
of limestone are intercalated. The main body of the colored 
rocks is succeeded by gray limestone, containing abundant 
remains of fresh-water snails or gastropo(ls, which almost 
invariably forms prominent outcrops, The thickness of this 
limestone with that of some interbedded shale amounts in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle to less than 50 feet. The gastropod 
limestone furnished nearly all the fossils that have been found 
in the formation, Above these beds a little red shale is 
usually found and also some olive-green to nearly black 
calcareous shale and sandstone. 

Dutribution.-The largest areas occupied by the Kootenai 
formation are in the northeastern part of the quadrangle and 
the best exposures of the formation as a whole a,l'e about 
.Mount Princeton. Metamorphism due to post-Colorado intru
sion becomes apparent in the Kootenai rocks not far south of 
Mount Princeton and is very marked about .Racetrack Peak 
and farther south, along the ridge between Foster and 'Varm 
Spring creeks. In the area near Browns the basal pebbly 
sandstone is prominent and forms the crest of the hill northeast 
of the "silica quarry." The hill south of Bro'wns affords good 
exposures, particularly of the lower buff~weathering limestone. 

Lithologic details.-The conglomerate of the Ellis formation 
and the pebbly bed of the Kootenai formation, though close 
together, may be distinguished by their lithologic differences. 
The characteristic features of the conglomerate of the Ellis are 
the abundant black chert pebbles and the highly calcareous 
cement. The pebbles of the Kootenai, on the contrary, are 
chiefly of light-colored guartzite, and the cementing sandstone 
substance contains little calcite. rrhe average size of the peb
bles in the Kootenai is larger than in the Ellis. The pebbles 
of the conglomerate of the Kootenai near ,"Val'm Spring Creek 
have a maximum diameter of about 6 inches. Most of the 
pebbles of this stratum are well washed, of oval form, and 
firmly embedded in their matrix of hard, somewhat quartzitic 
sandstone, which is red or green where fresh and rusty dark 
brown on weathered surfaces. 

1'he sandstone and shale that form the greatest part of the 
Kootenai somewhat resemble those of the Spokane formation 
but are less vividly colored and less indurated. A highly 
characteristic feature of the colored shales is a coarse mottling 
in red and green. The mud cracks and ripple marks that are 
so common in the Algonkian red rocks have not been observed 
in the Kootenai, but some beds of this formation have a 
"mud-breccia" structure similar to that shown in Plate XII, 
which indicates a terrestrial origin. Calcareous gray nodules 
of roundish form and about an inch in maximum diameter 
occur in the shales 'of the Kootenai as well as in the Ellis. 

The lower limestone bed as exposed neal' Gird Creek is fairly 
pure and not magnesian. On the weathered surface it is buft j 
on fresh fracture it is delicate grayish drab. The main part is 
extremely fine grained and homogeneous, but it is shot through 

,with little twiglike bodies of crystalline calcite about 1 milli
meter in diameter. They suggest organic growths but have 
not been identified as fossils. 

The gastropod limestone is strikingly different from the 
l@wer limestone, and somewhat resembles the dark beds of 
the Madison limestone. On fresh fracture it is rather dark 
gray, on weathered surfaces pale bluish gray. The pieces of 
fresh-water snail shells with which it is crowded are especially 
conspicuous 'on the weathered surface and characterize the 
rock so strongly that it can instantly be recognized. 

The calcareous shale interbedded with the gastropod lime
stone and overlying it is partly of a more or less sandy 
olive-green ocherous-weathering type. The uppermost beds 
mapped as Kootenai on the east slope of Mount Princeton are 
shale, gray to nearly black on fresh fracture, but weathering 
to a blue-gray or brownish color. This shale is more or less 
calcareous, especially in its lower part, 

Under the influence of igneous metamorphism the sandstones 
alter, like those of the Spokane formation, to quartz-mica 
schists of green or gray color. The shales alter in places to 
green phyllitic schists, some of which are knotted with anda
lusite. The red rocks commonly alter to dense chocolate
brown or nearly black, finely dappled cordieritic hornstones 
similar to those derived from the Spokane. The mottled 
appearance presented by some unaltered beds persists in beds 
that have undergone fairly strong metamorphism. The cal
careous nodules become more radically altered than their 
matrix, and develop recognizable crystals of epidote, horn
blende, garnet, and other minerals. The gastropod limestones 
are so pure that strong metamorphism may have no other effect 

than to recrystallize them and partly obliterate fossils whose 
presence is indicated only by ill-defined white spots. Impure 
limestones and calcareous shales have been changed on the 
ridge east of Twin Peaks to rocks rich in garnet, vesuvianite, 
and wollastonite. The mineral last named forms a felt of 
minute snow-white laths, mingled with red garnet and greenish~ 
brown vesuvianite in larger grains. 

Fos8ils and correlation.-The following discussion is con
tributed by T. W. Stanton; 

These nonmarine beds, occupying in the Philipsburg quadrangle 
the interval between the marine Jurassic and the marine Upper Cre
t,aceous, have been referred to the Kootenai formation chiefly because 
of their stratigraphic position aud lithologic character, for in its type 
area, a short distance north of the international boundary, the coal
bearing Kootenai formation, having a thickness of several thousand 
feet, occupies the same stratigraphie place and includes rocks of the 
same lithologic character. It has there yielded a cousiderable flora. 

The formation has been identified in the Great }~alls aud J~ewis· 
town coal fields by its stratigraphic position, lithology, and fossil 
flora. In those two areas Messrs. Fisher and Calvert have recognized 
the Morrison formation beneath the Kootenai, from which it does not 
differ greatly in lithologic character. It also is nonmarine and has a 
wide distribution farther south, in Wyoming, Colorado, and adjoin
ing States. 

On Yellowstone River between Yellowstone Xational Park and 
Livingston, according to unpublished work of Calvert, the Kootenai 
is recognized on lithologic and stratigraphic grounds and includes the 
rocks which in the Yellowstone Xational Park folio are mapped as 
Dakota, A characteristic feature of the formation in Yellowstone 
Park is a "gastropod" limeswue which is like those in the Kootenai 
of the Philipsburg quadrangle and contains some fossils of the same 
species, The Kooteuai flora has not been found in Yellowstone Park 
nor in the Philipsburg region. 

The invertebrates collected from one of the lower limestones near 
Drummond north of the Philipsburg quadrangle are poorly preserved 
smooth gastropods, possibly belonging to Goniobasis, although more 
than one genus may be represented. The upper" gastropod" lime
stones of the district and the oyerlying shale l;J.aYe yielded two or 
more undescribed species of lTnio, one related to U. douglasai Stanton, 
and the gastropods Goniobasis CF) inC/'ebescena Stanton and Viviparus 
(f) sp. These forms occur also in the so· called Dakota of Yellowswne 
Park. now believed to be Kootenai. 

'fhe rocks iu the Philipsburg quadrangle referred to the Kootenai 
formation may possibly include the equivalent of the Morrison for
mation, and their upper limit also is somewhat uncertain, but there 
is now no grouud for dividing them into two or more formations. 

UPPER CRE'1'ACEQUS S}jRIES. 

Principal features.-The rocks mapped as Colorado in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle comprise about 500 feet of black shale, 
overlain by strata consisting chiefly of gray sandstone, which 
at some places in the quadrangle have a thickness of more than 
1,000 feet. There is. no angular unconformity between the 
shaly and sandy members, the one grading abruptly into the 
other. Some very thin seams of coal have been prospected in 
the upper part of the shale near Drummond, but no coal has 
been found in the formation in the Philipsburg quadrangle. 

Ocourrence.-The only considerable areas of the Colorado 
are in the northeast part of the Philipsburg guadrangle, 
although there is a very small area south of the quarries on 
Warm Spring Creek, The best exposure of the unaltered 
shale is on the northeast side of Mount Princeton, 'where the 
thickness was measured, and the best exposures of the upper 
sandy beds are north of Gold Creek. The shale, changed by 
meta~orphism to an andalusite schist, forms a cliff It miles 
north of Rose Mountain. 

The lower member, though forming few prominent outcrops, 
gives rise to characteristic smoothly rounded slopes, usually 
without much vegetation. The sannstones are moderately 
resistant, and the lowest bed of sandstone commonly forms a 
hogback. 

Lithology.-The lower member of the Colorado formation 
is a remarkably homogeneous fine-grained clay shale,' blue
black on fresh fradure, and slightly bleached on the weathered 
surface. It is extremely fissile and disintegrates to paper-thin 
flakes. 

The upper member of the formation contains relatively thin 
beds of shale which is more or less sandy. Most of this shale 
is dark blue-gray to olive-green, but a little of it is mottled in 
red and green. 

The commonest and, best-exposed rocks of the upper mem
ber are sandstones, commonly flaggy, dark gray on fresh frac
ture, and dull olive-drab to brown on weathered surfaces. The 
grains are imperfectly rounded and comprise much feldspar 
and chert. The cement is somewhat calcareous. Certain beds 
are pebbly, and one bed near the top of the section in the Gold 
Creek area contains small pebbles of black shale. Gray lime
stone occurs in the upper part of the formation north of the 
quadrangle, but none was noted within that area. 

Contact metamorphism alters the black shale of the lower 
member to an andalusite schist. Strong metamorphism of the 
sandstone in the upper part has not been observed. An intru
sive sill in the Gold Creek area has indurated some of the 
sandstone and has changed a shale to a tough brown hornstone. 

Fossils and o01'Telations.-Mr, Stanton, who examined the 
Cretaceous rocks near Drummond and Mount Princeton and 



collected fossils from them, makes the following remarks on 
the correlation of the rocks here described lUI Colorado: 

The body of black shale that overlies the Kootenai in the Philips
burg and Drummond areas is lithologically like the Colorado shale 
and has the same stratigraphic position. We found no fOSl!ils in it, 
so that its a.!Isignment to the Colorado group must be baaed only on 
lithologic character and stratigraphic relations. 

In the sandstones above the principal mass of black shale we 
obtained two small lots of fOSSils, which are doubtfully referred to 
Mactra and Callista.. They are considera.bly distorted and otherwise 
not well preserved, so that I am unable -to make positive generic 
determinations, but I believe them to be marine forms, probably 
belonging to the fauna of the Colorado group. The thin beds of coal 
that occur near this horizon, above one of which we found a few 
Unios, may also belong to the Colorado group, though of course the 
evidence affords insufficient ground for a positive opinion. 

In still higher beds Dear Drummond we found no fossils except a 
few plants which, according to Mr. Knowlton, are not sufficient to 
determine the geologic horizon. 

Mr. Knowlton reports as follows on two small lots of fossil 
plants: 

No. 1300. One and a half miles southeast of Drummond, Mont. 
There are three plants in this little collection: A Marchantia, 

which is probably new; a conifer, which is probably a Glypt08tro
bus j and a fern that is pretty close to if not identical with Aspidium 
oerstedi Heer. The Aspidium is from Patoot, which is Senonian (Fox 
Hills). I can not place this material definitively but should be 
inclined to regard it as possibly Upper Cretaceous. 

No. 1303. Top of Mount Princeton, Mont. 
A single narrow leaf without nervation except midrib. No age 

determination possible. 

In 1910 Mr. Pardee collected more satisfactory fossils from 
a limestone outcrop in Coberly Gulch 10 miles north of the 
quadrangle. The exact horizon is not known, but the lime
stone bed is underlain by ab~)Ut 400 feet of rocks resembling 
those characteristic of the upper member of the Colorado and 
is almost immediately overlain by a dioritic sill which may be 
the same that occurs in Gold Creek basin. 

The list of forms identified by Mr. Stanton and his comment 
on them follows: 

No. 6552. Specimen No. 10-P, 4. NE.tNW.tsec.34andSW.t 
Bee. 27, T. 10 N., R. 12 W., Granite County, Mont. 

Modiola sp. 
Oyrena. seeuns White. 
Corbula sp. 

I Gla.uconla. eoalvillensfs Meek. 
Admetopsis subfusiformis Meek. 

The horizon is in the Colorado group. The same association of 
forms occurs in the Oyster Ridge sandstone member of the Frontier 
formation in western Wyoming. 

The lithologic and paleontologic evidence correlate the black 
shale and about 400 feet of the overlying beds with the Colo
rado beyond reasonable doubt. It is nevertheless possi.ble that 
post-Colorado (Montana) beds occur in the syncline cut by 
Gold Creek. The pebbly sandstone that Ii .. several hundred 
feet above the main intrusive sill may indicate all erosional 
unconformity at the base of a formation later than Colorado, 
but this is only a possibility, and would not justify the map
ping of a distinct formation. 

TERTIARY SYSTEM. 

GENERAL RELATIONS 01.1' SEDIMENTARY AND VOLOANICl ROOKS. 

Only a single formation, designated Hearlier gravels," is shown ' 
on the map as sedimentary and of undoubted Tertiary age. 
The earlier gravels are interbedded with and overlain by brec
cia, tuff, and ash, which may be regarded as sedimentary with 
respect to their mode of deposition but which, because of their 
volcanic origin and the intimate association of part of them 
with lava, are described with the igneous rocks. Both earlier 
gravels and volcanic rocks are overlain by terrace gravels, 
which are probably Tertiary in part but which are in part 
Quaternary and are described in another place. The general 
sequence of all these deposits, so far as it is known, is indicated 
in the columnar sections. 

The gravels and associated volcanic rocks occur chiefly in the 
valleys. They lie with strong unconformity on the Cretaceous 
and older strata, and in places on the intrusive rocks, by which 
they are nowhere metamorphosed. The post-Cretaceous age of 
even the oldest deposits, which are in part the earlier gravels, 
is therefore certain. The age of these gravels is narrDwed 
down to Tertiary by the strong unconformity with which they 
are overlain by deposits that are known to be Quaternary, 
but they probably comprise deposits that dift'er considerably 
in age. This probability is strongly suggested by relations 
observed near Anaconda, a little east of the quadrangle, where 
conglomerRtes containing many volcanic pebbles in.terbedded 
with sandstone, tuft', and shale, are overlain by a thick deposit 
of andesitic tuft', and all these, unconformably, by conglom
erate that contains but few ·volcanic pebbles. Both the upper 
and lower conglomerates of this locality are probably repre
sented in the earlier gravels of the quadrangle, which are dis
tinguished as a whole from the later gravels by being more 
or leas indurated and tilted and much eroded. It is thought 
probable that the deposits occurring neal' Rock Greek in the 
northwestern part of the quadrangle are chiefly coeval with 
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the oldest gravels at Anaconda and those in the southeastern 
part of the quadrangle n.ear Warm Spring Creek and Grassy 
Mountain with those that overlie the tufl'. 

lU.RLllliR GRA.VlliLS. 

Valley of Rock Oreek.-Along Rock Creek are remnants of 
a gravel deposit that once deeply filled an old stream channel. 
The surface of these remnants is in large part flat but probably 
not in any part the original surface of aggradation; in places 
it truncates the bedding of the deposit. (See PI. VII.) It is 
partly covered with later gravel, not shown on the map. On 
the slopes of the ravines that cross the gravel area old land
slides, recognized by their hummocky surface and undrained 
hollows, are common. 

Remarkably fine exposures of these gravels may be seen on 
clift's that rise steeply from Rock Creek a short distance north 
of the mouth of Sluice Gulch and at places west of the quad
rangle. The photograph reproduced in Plate VII shows the 
considerable degree of induration, the thick, somewhat irregular 
bedding, the unconformable contact with the Newland forma
tion on a surface that evidently once formed the sloping side 
of an old channel, the perceptible tilting, and the planation at 
the top. A characteristic feature more strikingly displayed a 
little east of this exposure is the erosion into spires, or 
"hoodoos," capped by concretions or fragments of concre
tionary layers. 

The pebbles of this conglomerate are as a rule well rounded 
and the largest are about a foot in diameter. lifearly all are of 
whitish or dull-red quartzitic sandstone; a few are of fine
grained porphyry and of scoriaceous lava. The matrix con
sists chiefly of coarse quartz sand mixed with a whitish dust, 
apparently volcanic ash. Interbedded. with and overlying the 
conglomerate, and mapped with it, are some dark-red and 
white, rather fine grained flaggy beds, essentially tuff'aceous, 
and probably andesitic. The cattlE) have made "licks" in 
banks of the shaly red rocks. At the base of these, near the 
Elkhorn ranch, which is on Rock Creek just west of the quad
rangle, there are blocks of red scoriaceous lava. West of Rack 
Creek the conglomerate is thoroughly silicified and breaks 
down in great angular blocks. 

The conglomerate is overlain by small remnants of a lava 
flow. Its relation to this lava, and its intimate assod-ation 
with pyroclastic rocks, suggest its colTelation with the older of 
the gravels found near Anaconda. 

Valley of Warm Spring Oreek.-Thick deposits of gravel 
occur west of Barker Creek and near the point where Warm 
Spring Creek leaves the quadrangle. The exposures west of 
Barker Creek are poor, but those at the locality farther east are 
somewhat better. The gravels near the eastern boundary 
apparently overlie tuffs. They are tilted, much eroded, and 
partly covered by a veneer of Quaternary terrace gravel. They 
are composed chiefly of well-rounded pebbles and bowlders of 
sandstone from the Spokane formation, the largest measUling 
2 feet in diameter, and smaller ones of Newland rocks, which 
decompose more readily and are less conspicuous. In the 
Barker Creek area pebbles from the Newland formation pre
dominat~. At neither locality are the rocks forming the 
pebbles metamorphosed. As there are no unmetamorphosed 
pre-Cambrian rocks in the present drainage basin of Warm 
Spring Creek, the abundant pebbles of such rocks in the early 
gravels show clearly that the area about Georgetown Lake, 
was at one time drained eastward, a fact indicated also by 
physiographic evidence. 

Southea8t .lope of Anaconda Range.-A large area on the 
southeastern flank ·of· the Anaconda Range is underlain by 
somewhat consolidated gravels which should probably be 
colTelated with those in the valley of Warm Spring Creek. 
The gravels on the top of Grassy Mountain lie 8,000 feet above 
sea level, and their thickness on the east side of the mountain 
appaars to be at least 500 feet. The areal distribution of the 
gravel clearly indicates that it overlies the tuff. 

The gravel area. is characterized by landslides. Some of 
them, notably one just east of the point where Sixmile Creek 
leaves the quadrangle, are expressed by the contours. The 
eastern face of Grassy Mountain is a landslide escarpment and 
affol'ds one of the best exposures of the gravels, which are here 
somewhat consolidated. The pebbles and bowlders, the largest 
2 feet but most of them less than 1 foot in diameter, are only 
fairly well rounded, and not well graded as to size. They 
here consist mostly of Spokane and Newland rocks and various 
Paleozoic limestones but comprise quartzite, horny metamor· 
phased sedimentary rocks, and an intrusive porphyry. The 
general scarcity of granitoid rocks in these gravels stands in 
striking contrast to the predominance of such rocks in the 
moraines and outwash aprons and serves to distinguish the 
Tertiary deposits from the glacial material. Thin beds of 
cream.oolored, pink, and brownish clay and sandstone are 
interstratified with the gravels. 

Some of the gravel near the southern boundary of the 
quadrangle consists almost exclusively of bowlders of red sand
stone like that which is typical of the upper part of the 
Spokane formation. These bowlders are in general not well 

rounded and the largest have diameters of as much as 5 feet. 
This remarkably homogeneous gravel is shown by a cutting to 
be at least 15 feet thick. Its source is not known but is 
evidently diff'erent from that of the gravel on Grassy Mountain. 

TERTIARY .AND QUATERNARY SYSTEMS. 

TlIiRRACE GRAVELS. 

Terraces whose highest parts rise about 300 feet above the 
nearest streams are conspicuous in the valleys of Flint, Willow, 
and WarDl Spring creeks. Their surfaces, as a rule, slope 
markedly toward the axes of the valleys, the grade being 
gentlest near the brink and increasing gradually toward the 
hillsides, so that their upper limit is indistinct. These ter
races are capped by a thick layer consisting partly of stream 
gravel and partly of waste from adjacent bedrock slopes. 
Benf'..ath the capping, in most places, there lies earlier con
solidated and tilted gravel, tuff', or volcanic ash. As the ash 
is probably late Miocene these terrace gravels are presum
ably as late as Pliocene. On the other hand, they are clearly 
overlain at the mouth of Fred BUlT Creek, north of Boulder 
Creek and near the head of Philipsburg Valley, by moraines 
of the later stage of glaciation, and groups of bowlders strewn 
upon them probably represent moraines of the earlier stage of 
glaciation. In part, then, they are certainly older than the 
late Pleistocene glaciation and probably older than the early 
Pleistocene glaciation. 

The material mapped as terrace gravels, however, probably 
comprises some glacial or even postglacial gravel, especially 
that on the west side of Philipsburg Valley, where a vaguely 
terraced slope rising several hundred feet above the stream level 
merges in some places into the present flood plain, although 
it is truncated in other places to form a terrace escarpment. 
Obviously much of the gravel here m!lPped. is much later than 
that which caps the higher terraces north of MarshaIl Creek 
and that of most of the terraces in the more remote parts of the 
quadrangle. 

The material co~posing the terrace at Philipsburg is well 
exposed in many street cuttings. It is rudely stratified and 
consists of gravel and sand, the sand in rather large proportion. 
The bowlders in the gravel attain a maximum diameter of 
about a foot, and as a rule are not very well rounded. They 
consist mainly of rocks that occur in the basins of the short 
streams east and southeast of the town; they include a very 
large proportion of limestone and some decomposed granodio
rite. Owing probably to the large amount of limestone they 
contain, certain layers are firmly cemented.. Along Willow 
Creek the gravel consists of rather well rounded bowlders, 
virtually all of sandstone from the Spokane formation. It is 
not so much consolidated as the earlier gravel. found farther 
south. The capping of the terrace north of Warm Spring 
Creek has much the same general character as that of the 
Philipsburg terrace; the pebbles are subangular, derived from 
the rocks of the hills immediately to the north, and are dis
tinct from the underlying gravel, which is composed. of well
rounded bowlders brought many miles. 

The gravel between Gird and Flint creeks is rather coarse 
and is composed in greater part of well-rounded bowlders of 
quartzite and metamorphosed Mesozoic rocks, such as occur in 
the Boulder Creek drainage basin. The scarcity of granite, 
which predominates in the moraines of this vicinity, indicates 
that the terrace is preglacial. The slopes in this gravel area 
are characterized by landslides, probably because they are 
underlain by soft, fine-grained Tertiary deposits. Some out
crops of clayey beds, too small to be mapped, were found north 
of Gird Creek. At the Kolbeck placer digging, a few miles 
north of the quadrangle, the gravel is underlain by light
colored volcanic ash resembling that which occurs within the 
quadrangle. This terrace gravel forms a very ex~nsive cap
ping on the earlier Tertiary deposits in the broad valley of 
lower Flint Creek. 

QUATERNARY SYSTEM. 

KIJiDS Oll' DEPOSITS. 

In addition to a part of the terrace gravels, just described, 
the Quaternary deposits of the quadrangle comprise glacial 
moraine and material laid down on valley bottoms by streams 
and lakes. These deposits have been studied with less thor
oughness and mapped with less detail than the consolidated 
rocks. Only two divisions of the Quaternary-moraines and 
alluvium-are discriminated on the map, the one comprising 
all material brought to its present position by ice, the other all 
material finaIIy deposited by water. The greater part of the 
moraines is older than the greater part of the alluvium and the 
two classes of deposits correspond roughly to the Pleistocene 
and Recent series of the Quaternary system, bnt some of the 
aqueous deposits were laid down while the glaciers were active. 
The moraines represent at least two periods of glaciation. 

MORAINES. 

General features and di8trihution.-Because the later moraines 
are very much better preserved than the earlier, it is expedient 
to describe them first and with relative fullness. The well-



developed moraines are easily recognized by their constitution, 
form, and occurrence. They are accumulations of loose gra vel, 
sand, and bowlders of various sizes, indiscriminately mixed, 
including many huge fragments ,,,bich evidently could not 
have been rolled by streams of water. The bowlders in this 
quadrangle consist mainly of granite and other intrusive rocks 
but contain quartzite and metamorphic hornstones. Such rocks 
are abundant on the highlands where the glaciers took their 
rise and eroded most vigorously, and they were fittest to sur
vive the ordeal of glacier transportation. The surfaces of the 
moraines are commonly rough, being covered with knobs and 
with pits that do not drain through stream channels. Their 
relief amounts in places to more than 100 teet. The distribu
tion of the moraines exhibits a highly characteristic relation to 
the topography. Tbey occur in the canyons or valleys that 
head in the cirques described on page 21 and are thickest in 
the lower parts of these valleys. 

Perhaps the most conspicuous of the glacial deposits are the 
terminal moraines that were formed when the later glaciers 
reached their greatest extension. Some of the lateral moraines 
formed at the same time are hardly less striking, but these are 
very unequal in prominence. In places the canyon wallR were 
too steep to give lodgment t.o glacial detritus, and here the 
lateral moraines may be absent or represented only by scattered 
bowlders. The mouths of un glaciated gulches entering the 
glaciated canyons have pocketed much morainal material in 
places where the walls of the main canyons were almost bare. 
Moraines that have been formed at some places where the 
glaciers overflowed the sides of their canyons may be regarded 
as lateral to the main glaciers or as terminal to lobes that 
branched out from them. Examples are to he seen along Clear 
Creek and Mill Creek, in the southeast part of the quadrangle. 

A great quantity of drift lies within the moraines of maxi
mum extension, forming in many canyons a virtually continu
ous sheet nearly up to the cirques. This is probably in part 
ground moraine but consists largely of terminal and lateral 
moraines formed during the recession of the gladers. In many 
places the outline of a glacier front during a pause in its reces
sion or at a time of Rlight advance is marked by a rudely cres
centic ridge, and rough tf'rraces are formed by secondary lateral 
moraines. Some of the material on the valley floors that is 
mapped as moraine has been worked over by w~ter. 

Localfeatul'es of later morain.es.-The characteristic features 
of moraines are nowhere more strikingly displayed than on 
Fred Burr Creek, a short distance south of Philipsburg. At 
the mouth of the canyon of the creek is the terminal moraine, 
on which, among its irregular heaps of loose granite bowlders, 
there are many undrained hollows. On its ,vest 01' outer side 
jt falls abruptly to a smoother surface of preglacial terrace 
gravel. The lateral moraines, whose crest lines gently rise 
eastward, are ridges built up of loose granite bowlders on the 
bedroek spurs north and south of the canyon, which the 
glacier in places overtopped or even overflowed. 

The glacier that reached the lowest level came down the 
valley of Boulder Creek, and seems to have pushed down the 
valley of Flint Creek beyond the limits of the quadrangle, or 
to a level of about 4,500 feet. The material mapped as 
moraine below the junction of the two streams consists of large 
bowlders, chiefly of fresh granite, whose arrangement suggests 
a terminal moraine modified by an impetuous stream of water. 
The Boulder Creek glacier wu.s about 1,000 feet deep at a 
point 2 miles from the mouth of the canyon, and therefore 
must have dammed Flint Creek so as to form a lake in Philips
burg Valley. The ,,,ithdrawal of the ice dam undoubtedly 
made Flint Creek, for a time, far larger and more vigorous 
than it now is, and the dispersion of morainic material that 
must have lain in the path of that stream is readily accounted 
for. 

The middle part of Boulder Creek canyon is encumbered 
with a great quantity of morainal material, to which the stream 
owes its name. A broad terrace-like lateral moraine lies OIl 

the moderate slope southwest of the stream, but on the steep 
limestone slopes of the northeast side morainal material is 
much less abundant and most of it is lodged in gulches or on 
the gentler parts of the slopes. 

The north lateral moraine of Racetrack Creek forms a 
prominent morainfll bench belmv the N ol'th Fork, and both of 
the lateral moraines of this glacier jut out into Deerlodge 
Valley as embankments of a height that is not attained by 
moraines built up on level ground within the quadrangle. 

The glacier of the Middle Fork of Rock Creek was the 
longest in the quadrangle, the distance from the head of its 
southeastern branch to its terminus being about 20 miles. The 
strong relief of its terminal moraine, whose hollows contain the 
ponds known as the Potato Lakes, is suggested by the contours 
on t.he map. The moraines of the East Fork are separate from 
those of the Middle Fork. The strong west lateral moraine of 
this glacier has effected a diversion of drainage and its form 
shows that the glacier spilled over into the basin of Meadow 
Creek. On the east side of the East Fork the steep cliffs 
carved from vertical beds of limestone afforded no lodgment 
for ice-borne detritus. 

PhilipSburg. 
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East of Georgetown Lake lies an extensive complex of 
moraines, deposited by the 'Varm Spring glacier system, which 
was by far the largest sheet. of ice in the quadrangle. The 
distribution of its moraines shows that the glaciers forming it 
overflowed the divides at many plfWes and surrounded such 
isolated heights as Silver Hill, the ridge east of Cable Creek, 
and the hill south of Browns. The moraines of this area were 
in large part 'deposited during a recession of the ice that con
tinued until the branch glaciers had one by one shrunk away 
from the trunk stream and finally vanished. The intermit
tency of the retreat is strikingly indicated by the succession of 
l'1ldely parallel moraine loops just. west of Big Gulch, where 
the deposits are stripped of timber. This barrenness of the 
landscape makes it easy for the observer looking southeastward 
from 'Varm Spring Creek to Mount Haggin to obtain an 
instructive view of the excavation and the deposits made by the 
ice that occupied Gray's Gulch. At the mouth of the gulch 
the front of t.he moraine rises abruptly to a rudely semicircular 
crest behind which chaotic heaps and ridges of bowlders extend 
for several miles to a large amphitheater cut into the base of 
the mountain, from which most of this material was derived. 
The correlation between cirque and moraine is here peculiarly 
striking. 

The south flank of the Anaconda Range is little less heavily 
mantled with moraines than the north flank. Thev are 
impressi"e in their vast bulk and chaotic roughness but have 
fe\y strong outstanding lineaments except the lateral moraines 
along Sullivan Creek and west of Twelvemile Creek. On the 
sides of the deep canyon of Seymour Creek, near the south 
boundary of the quadrangle, successive stages of the ice front 
are outlined by obscure lateral moraines that arch down toward 
the south in nearly parallel curves. 

Em'lier m01'aines.-The fragmentary remnants of the earlier 
moraines are not all readily distinguished from stream deposits 
and later moraines. The locality at which the earlier glacial 
drift is most easily identifiable is at the mouth of Fred Burr 
Creek. At this place the later moraine appears to have covered 
nearly all the older one, only a little of the northwestern 
margin of which is left exposed. An old raihvay cut through 
both moraines reveals a striking contrast in the preservation of 
their materials. The bowlders of granodiorite in the later 
moraine are fresh and smooth; those in the earlier are rusty 
and defaced by scaling. The dioritic bowlders in the later 
moraines are but slightly weathered; those in the earlier are 
thoroughly softened by decay. 

On Warm Spring Creek the earlier moraine seems to have 
been covered even more completely than on Fred Burr Creek; 
the terminus of the rough recent moraine is sharply defined, 
and the valley floor below is smooth and free from large bowl
ders. The later glaciers of the two large branches of Rock 
Creek, hov,,"ever, were considerably shorter than t.he earlier 
ones. For about a mile from the north end of the area 
mapped as morainal on the Middle Fork, there is feebly 
accented morainal topography, which gives ,vay abruptly to 
the very much rougher topography about the Potato Lakes. 
Similar extension of older terminal moraines beyond the later 
may be observed just beyond the eastern boundary of the 
quadrangle, on Mill Creek, and perhaps also on Lost Creek. 
It is doubtful what proportion, if any, of the bowlders beyond 
the recent moraine of Lost Creek should be considered as old 
moraine rather t.han outwash, and similar doubt exists as to 
the exact limits of the terminal moraines of Grays Gulch and 
Big Gulch south of Warm Spring Creek. 

Among the larger isolated areas of drift that apparently 
belong to the earlier glaciation is one about 2 miles south of 
GeQrgetown Lake. Some smaller patches not mapped may be 
ascribed with more or less certainty to the older drift, even 
though few of their bowlders consist of the granitoid rocks that 
are so abundant in the later moraines. Although highly 
resistant to attrition the granite is less resistant to weathering 
than the tough metamorphic rocks. It has withstood decay 
fairly well for the period subsequent to the last advance of the 
ice, but the phenomena observed at Fred Burr Creek make it 
seem probable' that in small mounds exposed to weathering and 
erosion since the first advance much of it would cl'1lmble to 
sand and be washed away. 

The materials laid down by water in glacial and postglacial 
time include glacial outwash, valley alluvium, and lacustrine 
deposits. These have not been distinguished from each other 
on the map. 

Outwash deposits consisting of material like that of the 
moraines but not so coarse are recognizable at the bases of the 
moraines, especially north of Mount Haggin. Those which 
are spread out on terraces and gentle slopes are more conspicu
ous than those that merge with the alluvium of the broad 
valleys. 

The valley alluvium makes up the bottom lands along the 
streams, much of which, like that along lower Warm Spring 
Creek and near Philipsburg, is damp or eyen boggy meadow 
land and belongs to prE'Sent or recent flood plains. Some of 

this alluvium, like that of the upper Philipsburg Valley, is 
drier and forms low terraces. Two terraces that differ 10 to 
15 feet in height were noted on the Middle Fork of Rock 
Creek in gravel that laps upon morainal mounds and is clearly 
postglacial. 

Some of the many flat meadows that lie among the glacial 
deposits of the large glaciated canyons were formed by the 
filling up of lakes that once lay in hollows among the moraines. 
The largest meadow that seems to have had such origin is on 
the East Fork of Rock Creek and is about 2 miles long. The 
gravel flat on Blodgett Creek evidently marks the site of a lake 
once formed by a dam of ice and moraine. Deposits of gravel 
that have a similar relation to the glacial deposits occur in 
some of the unglaciated gulches that are tributary to the 
glaciated canyons. Princeton Gulch, north of Boulder Creek, 
contains a deposit of this character, formed by aggradation of 
the stream toward the old level of the ice. 

The deposits just described, though in a sense of lacustrine 
origin, are covered with fluviatile deposits, those of the small 
canyons perhaps more deeply than the others. Material that 
is more strictly lacustrine, deposited in lakes that were not 
filled up by alluviatioll but drained by the removal or cutting 
down of a dam, is probably represented by some of the fine 
soil in areas in Philipsburg Valley and about Georgetown 
Lake which were oc(,upied by evanescent glacial lakes; but 
these deposits are thin, and it would probably be impracticable 
to separate them from the other surficial deposits. 

IGNEOUS ROCKS. 

All the principal classes into which igneous rocks are divided 
fWcording to mode of origin are represented in the Philipsburg 
quadran/!:le. The volcanic rocks of this area, including lava and 
pyroclastic deposits, are confin€d to relatively small tracts; the 
intrusive rocks occupy a far greater proportion of the surface. 

I~TRUSIVE ROCKS. 

GE~EItAT, FEATURES. 

Occurrence and age.-Intrusive igneous rocks are abundant 
in the eastern and f'louthern parts of the quadrangle, where 
thev form about half the bulk of the Flint Creek and Ana
con"da ranges, but they are very scarce west of Philipsburg 
Valley. They occur chiefly in large, irregular domelike masses, 
which may be briefly designated plutonic, but they occur also 
in dikes and sills. 

As the many intrusi ye bodies cut one another and are 
affected in different degrees by shearing, a considerable length 
of time must have intervened between the emplacement of the 
earliest and that of the latest. But the intrusion of most if 
not all of them was effected within a period that began not 
earlier than the Cretaceons and ended not later than the 
Miocene. In stating the grounds for this conclusion, it is 
expedient to consider first the plutonic bodies, with which the 
dike rocks are probably about contemporaneous, and afterwa,rd 
the sills. 

All the plutonic bodies except two, as is directly proved by 
contact phenomena, cut the pre-Tertiary strata with which 
they are in contact. For a mass of diorite at the middle of 
the east boundary of the quadrangle and for a mass of biotite 
granite in the southeast cornel' this relation is not thus directly 
proved. The diorite mass, however, is probably contempora
neous ...,dth similar masses in the Anaconda Range, which invade 
sedimentary rocks of Algonkian and Cambrian age. If similar 
evidence of the post~Cambrian age of the granite is lacking, the 
hypothesis that the rock is pre-Cambrian is utterly unsup~ 
ported, and it is altogether probable that this granite, like the 
other plutonic rocks of the quadrangle, is post-Cambrian. 

No age more definite than post~Cambrian can be assigned 
to the oldest of the irregular intrusive bodies solely on the 
evidence afforded by obsenation of contacts, but the farther 
limit of the possible period of plutonic intrusion may be drawn 
much closer to the present by hIking account of the well
established relation bet,veen intrusion and deformation. \Vher
ever plutonic bodies have been studied, it has been found that 
their emplacement has been attended or closely preceded by 
marked folding or faulting of the invaded strata. If, therefore, 
such a body be intruded into a sedimentary series, the beds 
deposited after the intrusion will be separated from the older 
beds by a marked structural unconformity; and if a succession 
of strata be nrarly accordant in attitude their deposition has 
not been interrupted by intrusions of the charadeI' here con
sidered. The application of this reasoning to the Philipsburg 
district is clear. All the strata up to and including the Colo
rado formation (of Upper Cretaceous age) that occur in this 
district are cut by plutonic rocks. Intrusion and deformation 
being related in the manner above stated, no great intl'1lsions 
could have taken place during the deposition of the Paleozoic 
and Mesozoic strata, for the sequence of these strata is not 
broken by angular unconformities. If, therefore, the plutonic 
intrusions are all post-Cambrian they are all post-Colorado. 

The minimum age of the plutonic intrusions is indicated by 
their relation to the Tertiary sediments and volcanic rocks. 
The intrusi ves are overlain with marked unconformity by such 



of these rocks as they are in contact with and are therefore 
presumably in general earlier; for if igneous rocks were 
intruded after the deposition of the earlier gravels it would be 
remarkable if the later intrusive bodies were nowhere in con
tact with Tertiary or volcanic rocks. As the earliest ·of these 
rocks are not later than Miocene, the plutonic intrusions are 
pre-Miocene. 

That part of the foregoing argument that depends upon the 
relation of intrusion to deformation fails to apply to the sills. 
The injection of sills is not normally attended by much defor
mation; indeed, sillB that lie at the same stratigraphic horizon 
throughout a large area must evidently have been injected 
before the strata were much disturbed. Therefore the exten
sive basic sills that are intercalated in the Algonkian, Cam
brian, and Cretaceous strata of this quadrangle were clearly 
injected before the great post-Colorado deformation of the 
strata and are older than the plutonic rocks, whose intrusion 
attended or followed that deformation, and are probably pre
Tertiary. Yet even the oldest is probably post-Algonkian, for 
the basal congJomerate of the Cambrian, though it lies not far 
above the great sill of diabase in the Spokane formation, con
tains no pebbles of diabase. The injection of the sills was pos
sibly contemporaneous with the volcanic outbursts that took 
place in areas outside this quadrangle late in Cretaceous time. 

Oharaoter.-In lithologic character the intrusive rocks of 
the quadrangle range from aplite to diabase. None contains 
olivine or feldspathoids and no considerable body is without 
quartz. The chief sorts are quartz-bearing diorite, granodiorite, 
and granite, the term granite being here applied to several 
rocks which have the megascopic characters of granite in the 
strict sense but which when examined microscopically are 
found to contain an equal or larger amount of plagioclase than 
of potash feldsp.r. 

Although not enough analyses have been made to determine 
fully the chemical character of the igneous rocks, the results of 
a few analyses and the study of many thin sections show that 
they have a general resemblance to the rocks of some other 
regions in the western United States, though they exhibit 
some slight but characteristic differences. Compared with the 
typical rocks of the Boulder b.tholith, those of the Philipsburg 
district are a little less alkaline and in part more siliceous and 
have a slightly smaller ratio of potash to soda. Compared 
with the granodiorites of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade moun
tains, to which they are similar, the granodiorites of the 
Philipsburg district are more alkaline and are richer in potash. 
On the other hand, they present a striking contrast with the 
alkaline rocks of the central Montana region. 

The intrusive rocks will be described in general order of 
age, so far as that is known, but the relative age of some 
intrusions is uncertain. The order of age is nearly the order 
of decrease of the ratio of silica in the rocks, so far as the 
intrusions of primary importance are concerned. Most of the 
rocks that occur in dikes and some other very small intrusions, 
including aplites, pegmatites, lamprophyres, and pOl'phyries 
generically related to the granites, have not been mapped, and 
only those of particular interest or importance will be described. 

Igneous metamorphitlm.-Few districts of equal extent illus
trete '0 fully ae the Philipsburg qu.drengle the phenomena of 
igneous metamorphism, which has there affected every common 
variety of sedimentary rock as well as some basic intrusives. 
As all the sedimentary formations are metamorphosed over 
considerable areas, commonly to an extent that deeply. dis
guises their original Bspect, it has been necessary, for purposes 
of identification, to describe the altered phase of each forma
tion in conjunction with its unaltered phase, and the descrip
tions of the metamorphosed sedimentary rocks are therefore 
given in the preceding pages. 

The chief processes taking part in the metamorphism have 
been recrystallization (almost the sole change in some of the 

.. purer limestones and quartzites) and reaction between the con
stituents, such as that between quartz and dolomite to form 
diopside, with libel'ation of carbon dioxide. Some changes, 
however, have depended in addition upon the transfer of mate
rial from magma. to sedimentary rock. The minerals that 
most clearly show 8uch transfer are those that contain elements 
which are not found in the unaltered sedimentary rocks but 
which are common in exhalations from igneous magmas. 
Minerals of the humite group and fluorite contain fluorine j 
tourmaline and ludwigite contain boron j and seapolite con
tains chlorine. The magnetite bodies found at the contacts of 
igneous rocks with limestones give equally dear evidence of 
transier of material, accompanied by extensive replacemep.t. 

Of more doubtful significance are minerals whose constitu
ents are found in the unaltered rocks but which are so abundant 
in the altered rocks as to suggest accession of certain constitu
ents from the magmas. . Such minerals are the magnesia-lime 
silicate tremolite, most abundant ill the Madison, the least 
magnesian of the Paleozoic limestones; and the alkali feldspars 
which are so abundant in some of the metamorphosed calca
reous sediments as to suggest that they have derived silica and 
alkalies from magmatic emanp.tions. Whether igneous emana
tions have materially contributed to form the garnet that is 80 
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abundant in the metamorphic derivatives of the Cambrian and 
pre-Cambrian calcareous shales is a question to which the 
information now available, being defiCIent in chemical data, 
gives no definitel:tnswer. Transformation of nearly pure lime
stone to a. mass consisting largely of lime-iron garnet has been 
effected thus in other districts, but nearly all the garnet of this 
district occurs in l'ocks which, unlike pure limestone, originally 
contained considerable amounts of all the constituents of gar
net. The indubitable fact that the igneous emanations have 
carried iron makes it conceivable tllat they have contributed to 
the formation of garnet as well as of magnetite. It is argued 
in the account of the economic geology that precious metals 
also have been derived f:rom the igneous magmas. 

BABIC SILIS. 

Sille of blsck to dark-grey igneou, rocke are intercal.ted 
with strata of Algonkian, Cam brian, and Cretaceous age. 
Those between the Algonkian strata are typically diabasic, or 
were so originally j those higher in the geologic column are 
classified as dioritic. 

DI..UU.SB, 

OCauTTenc6.-Diabase intercalated with the upper part of 
the Spokane formation is well exposed south of Princeton, on 
Twin Peaks, and in the vicinity of Lost Creek.. The rock 
.t .11 these localitiea prob.bly belonge to a continuou, though 
possibly branching sill, whose horizontal extent is thus at 
least 15 miles. Diabase also forms irregular dikes that cut the 
Newland formation on the lower part of Lost Creek, just east 
of the qu.drengle, and lead up to two sills (mapped .s one) 
that are prominently exposed on the north side of the canyon. 

A sill of fine-grained qu.rtz-pl.gioci ..... hornblende rock 
intruded in the Prichard formation southeast of Mount Howe 
is regarded as an extremely altered diabase. 

Petroffl"aphly.-The diabaee ie a he.vy, compact, neaxly biMk 
rock, somewhat rusty on the weathered surface, where lath
shaped feldspars can be dietingui,hed from the dark minerale 
that fill the interstices. In texture it ranges from medium to 
fine grained. 

The oonstltuents identl:fled microsooplcally In the least altered material 
are plagloelase, augite partly altered to awphibole, some hornblende which 
may be original. Um.enite or magnetite, biotite, quartz, apa.tite, and zircon, 
Nt;) olivine is found, nor any secondary mineral that suggests its former 
preaenee, The texture is ophitic. The plagioclase, which 18 but faintly 
zoned. bas an average composition near andesine-labradorite. AnBO.l The 
part of the magma. that solid1:8.ed laIIt is represented by micropegmatitic 
intergrowths of quartz with oligocl8l!le, probably secondary alter orthoclase 
whose potasb may have gone to form. biotite. 

The change of augite to amphibole. which is complete In much of the 
dla.base. :la due, at least in part, to the action of later intruRives, which have 
metamorphoaed the diaba.8e as well as the a880ciated sedimentary rocks. 
The extreme of this alteration is shown in the rock from near Mount Howe, 
which has only a. Jreneral resemblance to the nnaltered diabase. The llght 
and dark areas ue finely crystalline Bggrel!:ates, but some whit.,. areas with 
lath-shaped outlines evidently repl'6.Bent altered feldspars that formed part 
of an ophltlc fabric. Microscopically it Is found that the dark parts con
sist ch1efty of hornblende but that they contain some biotite, and that the 
white parts consist of labradorite and quartz. 

Ocuurrence.-A ,ill near the base of the Silver Hill forma
tion, in the southeast part of the quadrangle, and some small 
intrnsions in the Cretaceous strata on Gold ·Creek. consist of 
dark-greenish basic rocks that differ in composition from the 
diabase. These rocks are not uniform in texture but do not 
ditrer greatly among themselves in composition and they may 
.11 be roughly claeeified sa diorite and diorite porphyry. The 
sill in the Silver Hill formation resembles one described in 
earlier folios as occurring at the same horizon in central Mon
tana and as having remarkable persistence. 

Petroffl"~phly.-A fine-gr.ined granular rock from a ,ill near 
Gold Creek con,iet, m.inly of .Imo,t equal parts greenish
blsck hornblende .nd dull-white feldsp.r but contain, also 
considerable biotite. Porphyritic specimens col1ected on Gold 
Creek and Silver· Hill are dark greenish and fine grained . 
They contain phenocrysts of augite, more or less completely 
altered to amphibole, and possibly some of original amphibole. 
Biotite is conspicuous in a specimen from Silver Hill, and 
serpentinous pseudomorphs in one from Gold Creek probably 
represent hypersthene phenocrysts. All these minerals recur 
in the groundmass, together with quartz and alkali feldspar. 

Under the microleope the hornblende of a typleal granular specimen 
from Gold Creek shows a sllghtly porphyritic development, yet it is 
allotriomorphic a.gainst plagloclase and ma.ybe uralitic. It Is erowded with 
ImaU flakes of biotite, which is possibly secondary, though the bIotite lean 
with the naked eye II pi1m.ary. The prinoipaJ feldspar Is plagloelaBe with 
cores of labradorite nea.rAn' B and narrow rims of oUgoolase. Intergrowths 
of secondary BOdie feldspar with quartz oecur :Interstit1al1y. 

AOIDIC DIORITE. 

General character and oocwrrenoe.-Rocks more typically 
dioritic than that of the sills occur somewhat abundantly in 
the quadrangle, both ... local faci .. of. the bodiee that consist 
mainly of granodiorite and as the dominant rock of fairly large 

1 The subscript figures show the percentage of the anorthite molecule in 
the feldspal', the percentage of the albite moI.ecule being, of couna, the 
di:lterence between 100 and the figure given. Albite==.Ano to AnlO j oligo
cla.se=An1o to An. o; andes:lne=.ADao to .AnBO ; labradorlte=.Anto to An,u i 
bytownit.e---Anro to .Angoi anorthite=An:o t~ .An100• 

masses. The largest of such independent masses of diorite.are 
exposed in a zone that extends from Storm Lake eastward 
beyOnd Mount Raggin, in the Anaconda Range, and in an 
area. that lies south of Racetrack Creek, in the Flint Creek 
Range. The rock of all these Breas is a coarse-grained quartz
mica diorite consisting essentially of plagioclase, quartz, horn
blende, and biotite, and it is uniform enough to be regarded as 
probably the product of a single episode of intrusion. It is 
distinct in character from the diorite of the sills and from the 
basic diorite described below, in both of which the dark miner
als are considerably more abundant. 

Although lighter than the basic diorite, the acidic diorite is 
conspicuously darker and more rusty than the other intrusive 
rocks with which it is in contact. Near the contacts with sedi
mentary rocks it is somewhat variable and is richer in dark 
minerals than elsewhere. GneisBoid banding is general in the 
Racetrack Creek and Mount Haggin areas and in the eastern 
part of the Storm Lake area. It seems to be for the most part 
secondary, and is clearly so at the head of Mill Creek, where 
it ie eepecially wen marked. 

The intrusive relation of the diorite to the Cambrian and 
pre-Cambrian rocks is clear in the Storm Lake area. The dio
rite here has engulfed and intensely metamorphosed great 
masses of magnesian limestone resembling that of the Hasmark 
formation, the larger of which are mapped, and on the walls of 
Fourmile Basin it visibly cuts across the bedding of the pre
Cambrian rocks. In the Mount Haggin area the contact with 
the sediments is much obscured by talus, but at one place the 
intrusive relation to Cambrian beds is clear; the diorite, normal 
4 feet from the contact, becomes streaky, finer grained, and 
more siliceous toward the contact, and the limestone for a few 
inches from the diorite is changed to a rock rich in garnet and 
epidote. The diorite of Racetraclr Creek ie almost certainly 
later than the sediments, but no clearly irruptive contact with 
them has been found. South of Thornton Creek, within a 
short distance of the limestone, the diorite shows a southward
dipping schistosity, which snggests that it has been aft'ected by 
the strong thrusting which has deformed the sediments. 

The diorite is older than the more siliceous intrusives with 
which it is in contact. Near Storm Lake it is cut by the grano
diorite, and near Mount Haggin and on Racetrack Creek it is 
penetrated by many conspicuous light-colored dikes of aplite, 
pegmatite, and granite. 

Petro,qraphy.-A typical specimen of the acidic diorite from 
the ridge east of Storm Lake is a gray medium-grained rock, 
at least two-thirds of which consists of feldspar and of sub
ordinate and inconspicuous quartz, the remainder consisting 
chiefly of hornblende and biotite in nearly equal quantity. 
All the constituents form irregular individuals whose diameter 
attains a maximum of about 5 millimeters but averages much 
less. The dark minerals tend to cluster in ill-defined aggre
gates. 

The microscope shows that plagioclase is the most abundant coDstitu
cnt aooompanied by hornblende. biotite, and qnarlz in amounts not far 
fro:n equal. A little augite is intergrown with the hornblende; titanite, 
a.patlte, magnetite, zircon, and rattle are a.eoeuory. The rook contains no 
potash feldspar. The plagloclase, slightly zoned and conspicUOUsly mot
tled, has an average oompoaitlon near Anso. 

The percentages of silica and alkalies in a sample of this rock 
were determined by W. T. Schaller as follows: 

Partial analgsi8 of rUoritafrom ridge etUt of storm :1."'". 
810._. ________ . ___________________ . _____________________ ._ lI'l.OO. 

~:?o::=:=-:=:===:::==::=:====::~:=::::===:::==::::==::::: ~: 
According to the norm quantitative classification the rock 

would probably be a tonalose. The percentages are similar 
to those in a pyroxene-mica diorite from the Yellowstone 
Notional Park. 

The diorite of Racetrack Creek resembles in general appear
ance the rock here described but is distinguished texturally by 
an obscurely porphyritic development of plagioclase and miner
alogically by a somewhat smaller proportion of ferromagnesian 
constituents and the presence of a little microcline. 

In areas southeast of Twin Lakes, toward the margin of the 
intrusive mass, the diorite is, on the average, finer grained and 
richer in dark minerars than UBual, but it is streaky and irreg
ular in composition and texture, and its plagioclase is in part 
'porphyritic. The most extreme departure from the normal 
diorite is shown in a rock whose most abundant mineral is 
hornblende, which forms roughly equidimensional grains as 
much as 25 millimeters long, with lustrous cleavage facies 
mottled by inclusions of feldspar .nd other minerole. 

BASIO DIORITE. 

GeruYral character and oocuN'Bnoo.-Small areas on Foster 
Creek .nd Olson Gulch, in the eaat-<lentral part of the qu.d
rangle, and still smaller areas southwest qf Georgetown Lake 
are occupied by basic diorite. Like the acidic diorite described 
above, these rocks consist mainly of plagioclase, hornblende, 
biotite, and quartz, but they contain also some pyroxene in 
places and are darker than the other diorite. They resem
ble BOmewhat the diabaee of the sille, but from thie they are 



distinguished by the presence of abundant prismatic horn
blende and, in most specimens, of ·conspicuous biotite. Their 
more basic parts are classifiable as gabbros. 

Despite the fact that these rocks present considerable 
diversity of composition, it is probable that they are nearly 
contemporaneous; the close proximity to each other of the 
areas on Foster Creek and Olson Gulch makes it virtually 
certain that they belong to a single mass. In all its areas the 
basic diorite has an intrusive relation to the adjoining sedi
mentary rocks. Southwest of Georgetown Lake it has altered 
the calcareous shales of the Newland formation near its contact 
to diopsidic hornstones. Although the contacts of the mass in 
Olson Gulch are obscured by soil, its intricate boundaries and 
numerous inclusions, the larger of which are mapped, indicate 
that it is a stock like body intruded into the Paleozoic rocks. 
There is no evidence that it has been affected by the complex 
faulting which has displacetl. the limestones; its intrusion seems 
to have occurred either at the same time as the faulting or later. 
It is not known to be cut by later intrusives. The diorite on 
Foster Creek is clearly intrusive in the Jefferson and Madison 
limestones and is cut by granite. 

Petrography.-The most basic variety of these rocks, found 
on the dump of a tunnel at the forks of Olson Gulch, is a fairly 
coarse grained dark-gray gahbro. Its most abundant dark 
mineral is hornblende, which forms imperfect, stumpy prisms 
that attaill a length of nearly a centimeter. The chief white 
constituent is feldspflr in dull-white irregular masses, smaller 
than the hornblende crystals. The only other minerals easily 
visible to the naked eye are a little biotite and pyrite. 

The microscope ~hOW8 that the original constituent5 of the rock aJ.'8 
hornblende, plagioelase, augite, biotite, quartz, hypersthene. magnetite, 
and apatite. It contain5 5econdary bastite, chlorite, sericite, aqd calcite, 
RJld it is 50 much altered as to indicate that the pyrite is secondary. The 
hornblende, which carries many small inclusions of the other minerals, 
ra.nges in color from deep greeni~h brown to pale green. The plagioclase 
crystals consist in gl'eater :rart of anorthite near An •• but. except where 
they are in eontatlt with ferrornagnesian minerals, they have a narrow, 
sharply aefined rim of sodic labradorite (An 1o to Anu). The order of erys· 
talllzation has been, roughly, apatite and iron ores, pyroxene and cores of 
plagioclase, biotite, hornblende, rims of plagioclase, quartz. 

A less bornblendic facies, common on Foster Creek ~nd also 
found in Olson Gulch, is a dark-gray diorite of medium-fine 
granular texture with slightly porphyritic biotite and plagio
clase in a groundmass that consists chiefly of feldspar and 
splintery hornblende. Poikilitic microcline cau be recognized 
by reflections flashed from cleavage faces as much as 1 centi
meter acro.8S. The presence of this potash feldspar and the 
absence of pyroxene constitute the chief differences between 
this rock and the more basic rock of Olson Gulch. Material 
neal' the northernmost contact, intermediate in composition 
between the two types described, contains a little scapolite, 
which may be original. A specimen taken south'west of 
Georgetown Lake contains much orthoclase but no biotite. 

BASIC AND MEDIUM GRANODIORITE. 

The rocks classified in this foHo as basic and medium 
granodiorite form intrusive masses of considerable size neal' 
Philipsburg, Cable, and Storm Lake, as ,veIl as several smaller 
masses. They are granular in texture and eonsist essentially 
of plagioclase, quartz, orthoclase, hornblende, and biotite. 
Theil' considera ble content of orthoclase chiefly distinguishes 
them from the acidic diorite already described, but this feldspar 
is subordinate in quantity to the plagioclase. The presence of 
hornblende and biotite in moderate and nearly equal amounts 
distinguishes these granodiorites from the acidic granodiorite 
described below, in which hornblende is relatively scarce. The 
only fact clearly established regarding the ages of the basic and 
medium granodiorites with relation to the others, from which 
they are for the most part isolated, is that the granodiorite at 
Storm Lake is later than the acidic diorite. The rock of each 
considerable area is distinguished by special petrographic char
acters, and therefore each area is described separately. 

GenC1'at character and l'elations.-At the south end of Cable 
Mountain lies a rudely circular area occupied mainly by a 
rather dark gray granodiorite, whose texture is somewhat finer 
than that of average granite and whose crystals of biotite and 
hornblende are comparatively regular in form and distribution. 
The composition of the rock is fairly uniform, but small dark 
dioritic-Iooking inclusions are distributed somewhat abundantly 
throughout its mass, and some parts of it near contacts are very 
hornblendic. 

As it occurs in a tract that is not rugged and has not been 
glaciated, this granodiorite is poorly exposed in general, and 
neal' the flat divide between Ca.ble and the Sowthern Cross 
mine it is so much decayed that it can be excavated with pick 
and shovel to the depth of several feet. Its most extensive 
outcrop is on the hill a mile southwest of Cable, on whose west 
slope a quarry has been excavated. 

Sufficient proof that the granodiorite is intruded into the 
surrounding Algonkian and Paleozoic strata is afforded by the 
strong metamorphism which has affected all the sedimentary 
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rocks along the contact. The occun-ence in the contact zone 
of abundant scapolite and magnetite, whose constituents were 
contributed in part by the magma, and of ore deposits which, 
according to Mr. Emmons, have a similar origin, is of special 
interest. 

The perip'hery of this intrusion approximately follows the 
strike of the' adjoining strata on the southeast side, but else
where it generally cuts across the strike, and at many places the 
beds dip toward the contact. The granodiorite incloses or 
partly incloses a few small masses of sedimentary rock, most of 
which do not appeal' to be far removed from the positions that 
they occupied before the intrusion and may be "roof pendants" 
completely or partly isolated by erosion. The largest of these 
lies just north of Cable. It consists chiefly of limestone and 
contains the ore bodies of the Cable mine. Its slender outline 
on the surface and its subterranean boundaries as revealed in 
the mine workings show that this mase is rudely tabular in 
form and. has nearly vertical walls. Its northern end has been 
brought down against Algonkian rocks by faulting which prob
ably occurred chiefly before or at the time of the intrusion, 
though there is evidence of slight movement subsequent to the 
intrusion. 

Petrography.-A typical specimen from the quarry south
,vest of Cable is a dark bluish-gray, e;"<enly granular rock, 
SOUle\V hat finer in texture than most granites. The bulk of 
the dark minerals is about one-fourth that of' the lighter ones. 
Biotite is a little more abundant than hornblende. Quartz is 
not conspicuous. The feldspars are not markedly different in 
color, but by turning the specimen about to catch reflections 
from cleavage faces the little subhedral plagioclase crystals can 
be distinguished from the larger poikilitic individuals of 
potash feldspar. 

The original minerals revealed by the microscope are plagioclase, ortho
clase, quartz, biotite, hornblende, magnetite, apatite, titanite, and zircon. 
The rock is fail·ly fresh but contains a little secondary chlorite, epidote, 
calcite, kaolin, sericite, and leucoxene. The texture is characterized by 
the development of orthoclase and quartz as relatively large individuals in 
which crystals of aU the other minerals are evenly disseminated. 

The plagioclase is conspicuously zoned and mottled. It shows a range 
of composition from An~o to An,o and an average near Ann. 

Chemical composition.-A specimen representing the domi
nant phase of the granodiorite has been analyzed by George 
Steiger with the following result: 

Analysis of granodiorite from quarry southwest 0; Gable. 

81°2 __ _ 

AI,O. 
Fe.O, 
F,O 
)OlgO 
CaO __ 

H,O- ____ _ 

------1 Percentl>lt6. !. p~~rtl~~. 
60.191 1,008 
17.89 .171 

2.04 .018 

4.28 .060 
2.10 .058 
5.69 .102 
3.80 .053 
2.67 .029 
.81 
.SO 
.85 .01 

.0' 

.21 .005 

.80 .002 

.11 .001 

None. 
:Sone. 

The norm, calculated to determine the position of the rock in the 
quantitative classification, is as follows: Quartz, 14.8; orthoclase, 16.1; 
albite, 27.8; anorthite, 24.7; diopside, 1.41; hypersthene, 9.5; magnetite, S.O; 
ilmenite, 1.7; apatite. 0.7. This corre5ponds to a tonalose near harzose. 
TIii~ norm contains less qnartz, more orthoclase, anll less diopside than 
most granodiorites. It is poorer in both quartz and orthoclase than the 
harzoses of Butte. The ratio of MgO to FeO is unusually low. 

Lampl'ophYl'ic indusiom.-The dark inclusions, which have 
well-defined· boundaries and subangular outlines, consist of a 
rock that contains the same minerals as the normal grano
diorite but is much richer in ferromagnesian minerals and has 
a texture about half as coarse. 

Marginal facies.-The bold outcrops at the contact of the 
granodiorite with the sedimentary rocks on the spur east of 
Cable show a complex mingling of light greenish-gray granular 
rock with dark rock rich in hornblende. Viewed microscopic
al~y, the dark rock is found to contain vestiges of decomposed 
plagioclase as well as an abundance of the epidotes allanite and 
pistacite. 

Aplite and pegmatite.-Associated with this granodiorite are 
rocks of a type occurring in association with other granodiorites 
and described later as pyroxene aplite. Other siliceous rocks 
found near Cable are all characterized by richness in albite, 
which is their most abundant constituent. Small quantities of 
biotite, quartz, or orthoclase occur in various facies of the rock; 
zircon and rutile are the most characteristic accessories. The 
texture varies from coarse and pegmatitic to porphyritic or 
finely granular. 

OccUfl'ence.-A rock somewhat resembling that of the stock 
at Cable occupies an area about 2 square miles in extent adja
cent to Storm Lake. A few small knobs that project through 
the moraine north of this area are regarded as belonging to the 
same intrusion, but proof of the connection is not available 
because of the heterogeneity of the mass. Neal' contacts with 
the sediments the rock is on the whole more basic than else
where and is characterized by intricate mingling of more acidic 
and more basic portions. 

The Storm Lake mass is clearly irruptive into Algonkian 
and Cambrian sedimentary rocks and contains abundant 
inclusions of those rocks. }Iany of the large areas are mapped 
and smaller areas are shown in Plate Ill. The granodiorite is 
younger than the acidic diorite described above, a relation sug~ 
gested by the form of the boundary northeast of Storm Lake 
and clearly proved by frozen contacts of diorite of normal 
texture with granodiorite of especially fine texture. 

Pet1·ography.-The most typical rock of the Storm Lake 
mass is rather dark gray and of medium-fine grain. Its fresh 
glassy feldspar is not readily distinguishable from quartz, but 
some irregular poikilitic grains of unstriated potaeh feldspar 
can be recognized by the flashes from their basal cleavage 
planes. Its dark minerals are hornblende and biotite. The 
hornblende is in the usual grains or imperfect prisms, less than 
3 millimeters in maximum dia.meter. The biotite is far more 
conspicuous; it forms ragged foils containing many inclusions, 
the largest nearly 1 centimeter in diameter, and pieces that 
are appa.rently separated flash together over areas 2 or 3 centi
meters across. This peculiar habit of the mica constitutes the 
most conspicuous difference between this rock and that of the 
Cable intrusion. 

The thin section sho"V\'~ that the order of abundance of the original 
minerals is approximately as follows: plagioclase, quartz, biotite, micro
cline, hornblende, augite, magnetite, apatite. zircon, and rutile. The 
plagioclase is considerably zoned and mottled, and has an average composi
tion near AnH. Not only the biotite but the quartz and microcline are 
extremely poikilltlc and interpenetrate with one another. 

Variations.-The variations from the normal granodiorite 
are so multiform that only their general character can be indi~ 
cated. 

In places the differences from the principal kind are chiefly 
textural. The biotite is not everywhere poikilitic, and the 
rock is finer grained for a few inches from contacts than else
where. An apophysis from the main mass consists of grap.o
diorite porpbyry which contains many phenocrysts of andesine, 
pyroxene, and biotite and sporadic ones of microcline in a 
microgranular groundmass consisting chiefly of quartz and 
microcline but including subordinate plagioclase. The biotite 
of this porphyry, like that of the granular rock, is extremely 
poikilitic. 

The variations in composition are more striking than those 
in texture. The streakiness of the granodiorite near contacts 
with the sedimentary rocks, obscurely apparent in Plate III, is 
in places very marked. The heterogeneous marginal zone con
sists of nearly normal rock but comprises quartz-mica diorite 
without alkali feldspar. Commonly the intrusive rock is 
impoverished of ferromagnesian constituents for a few milli
meters from the cO,ntact. Neal' contacts with sedimentary 
rocks the intrusive masses contain many inclusions, mainly of 
altered calcareous sediments but partly of lamprophyric mate
rial, probably formed by differentiation. 

The marginal rocks differing most markedly from the normal 
granodiorite have the varied textures of pegmatites and aplites. 
The coarser grained, whicb are in general the more basic, are 
characterized by large and conspicuous crystals of pyroxene 
and hornblende embedded in a white feldspathic matrix. The 
feldspar is mostly citlcic plagioclase but comprises also micro
cline. Titanite is a common accessory. The finer~grained 
rocks are rather alkaline and resemble the pyroxene aplit~s 
described on page 17. A specimen illustrating some of their 
features consists chiefly of sugary feldspar and quartz but con
tains a small amount of hornblende and pale-green diopside. 
The feldspar is microcline but includes subordinate amounts of 
albite and oligoclase. 

General character and occurrence.-A granodiorite of lighter 
color and coarser texture than that of Cable or of Storm Lake 
forms a large mass, of roughly elliptical ground plan, in the 
mountains just east of Philipsburg. There is a small outlier 
in the southeastern part of the town, and other masses, south
east of Rumsey Mountain, on Boulder Creek, and in the north~ 
western part of the quadrangle, may belong to the same 
intrusion. 

The main part of the mass is fairly uniform, although it 
contains lamprophyric inclusions and is rather more horn
blendic near contacts. The normal granodiorite near Rumsey 
Mountain appa.rently grades into a highly hornblendic diorite. 
Aplite forms numerous small dikes but is not so abundant as 
in the more siliceous granitoid rocks. 



The fre.h rock i. well exposed in the high glaciated platea.u 
about Fred Burr Lake Rnd at the heads of the canyons that 
deecend from the plateau. The general tint of the little
weathered outcrops, which show regular· jointing, is pure light 

I gray. About Granite, beyond the limit of glaciation, the rock 
is deeply weathered, ita surface being strewn with great Bub
angular bowlders of disintegration, among which shattered 
knobs rise here and there. On lower slopes the granodiorite 
is mostly covered with deep soil. 

The granodiOlite is in contact with all the sedimentary for
mations from the Newland to the Madison limestone. The. 
irruptive nature of the rock at the periphery of the mBSS is 
abundantly proved by phenomena .trikingly di,played in the 
immediate vicinity of Philipsburg. Here the Silver, Hill for
mation is metamorphosed to coarsely crystalline rocks, which 
are penetrated by dikeleta of porphyry related in composition 
to the rock of the batholith. Special feature. Qf the contact 
zone are iron ores (some containing the ra.re boron mineral lud
wigite) at contacts with calcareous sediments near Philipsburg, 
and abundant scapolite in calcareous metamorphosed rocks near 
Philipsburg and northeast of Rumsey Mountain. 

The upper surface of the mass, as is evident from the outline 
of the area of outcrop, is rudely domelike. The contact fol
lows closely the bedding of the adjacent sedimentary rocks at 
maoy plac .. , especially near Twin Peak" but throughout fully 
half of its circumference it, cuts across the bedding. 

Peflrography.-The character of the prevailing rock is well 
illu.trated by typical 'pecimen, taken from the gnlch .. ,t of 
Copper Creek, about a mile from the contact. The genera.l 
tint of the rock is a rather light warm gray. It is granular, 
without conapicnona porphyritic development of aoy of the 
constituents, and is of medium grain. More than half the rock 
consists of feldspar, two varieties of which are readily distin
gui.hed-un,triated potash feld.par, having a pale fleah tint 
nnd forming large individuals, and the grayish-white striated 
plagioclase. Both species have rude crystal form. Quartz is 
abundant. Biotite is slightly more abundant than hornblende; 
both together form a relatively small part of the rock. 

The complete Ust of original oonstitu~ts visible under tbe mioroscope, 
named nearly In the order of their relative abunds.nce. Is as followl: Plaglo
clue, quartz, POtalh, feldlpar, biotite, horublende, magnetite, apatite, 
zlroon, and allanite. The lIecondary oonltituenb are cblorite, epidote, B8.l.
cite, kaolin, andgerlcite. 

The pla.gl.oolage, whioh Is rather consplouously zoned and mottled, 
averagell about An,o' The potaah feldspar Is a.lightly perthltto orthoolaae. 

The following percentages were determined by W. T. Schaller: 

Pa'/'UaJ QdI,(ll'11"' of rook of PMUpsburg batlwUth. 
SiO. ______________________________________________ w _______ 68.21 
Na.O _~_. __________________________________ •• _. ____ .______ B.22 
K.O ________ • _____________________________________________ B.GS 

These figures, together with the mineral oompolitlon, indlca.te roughly 
the pol1tion of the rock In the quantitative olaalliflcatlon. Similar per
centages of lIilica and alkaUe. occur in the snbrang amlatollej but the hJgh 
ratio of 1I0da to potash indicatell an affinity to yellowatonoae. 

La'fWjYl'oplvgrio iMI",w"". - The dark, sharply bounded 
inclusions that characterize the granodiorite of the Philips
burg batholith, especially in the neighborhood of contact., 
consist of the same minerals as the parent rock but are of 
finer texture and in part obscurely porphyritic. Hornblende, 
biotite, titanite, magnetite, and apatite are more abundant and 
orthoclase and quartz are less abundant than in the granodiorite_ 
The .trongly zoned and mottled cry.tals of plagioclase are more 
calcic than those of the normal rock, some of their centers con
taining bytownite near An 8 o. 

Variatio1l.8.-Independently of conspicuous differences in 
composition, the granodiorite' varies in texture. The ortho
clase is in places poikilitic; elsewhere the plagioclase, or both 
plagioclaee and orthoclaae, i, obacurely porphyritic. The mo.t 
noteworthy unevenness of composition consists in the less 
siliceous character which the rock usually though not invari
ably assumes near contacts. Here, as a rule, the granodiorite 
grades into a quartz diorite containi~g larger ~nd more perfect 
crystals of hornblende, a somewhat more calcic plagioclase, and 
leas orthoclase. Rock of this type, which occurs on the divide 
between Fred Burr Creek and Summer Gulch, is apparently 
transitional to a more basic diorite found in Summer Gulch. 

DIORITE OF SUMHEB. GULCH. 

The diorite of Summer Gulch differs from the normal 
granodiorite, and in the same· way as the quartz~miC8 diorites 
above de'scribed, but in greater degree. It resembles somewhat 
the diorite of Foster Creek:. Its dominant phase is a very dark 
gray, medium fine grained rock, in which plagioclase, horn
blende," and biotite are conspicuous_ The small grains of 
ferromagnesian minerals here and there are clustered, produc
ing an obacurely dappled appearance. 

Under the mJcroscope tts mineral oonatitutlon II found to be plagloclll.ae, 
quartz, homblende, bloHte, orthocl&IIEI, magnetite, apatite, titanite, ziroon, 
and alla.nite. The plagloola.ae is lltongly mottled and zoned; ragged corell 
of calcia bytownite near Ann are enveloped In shellll ts.nging from labra.
dorite to caJ.o1c oltgoolaae. 

A IItm more baaio pha.ae Is charaoterized by a. porphyritic development of 
homblende in CryataJ.I that attain a length of about 1 centimeter. 

'The mlneralll detected microBCloplcaJ.lyare the lame &I tholl8 In. the rock. 
jUllt dellCrlbed but Include alllO aca.pollte, which may be original. The 
plagloclaae CryataJlI have aharply d.eflned. core.s of anol'thlte (near Ann) aod 
rims of andesine (An~o to AnlQ)' 
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INTRUSIVE GRANITOI!i ROCK IN OLSON GULOH: 

Oo"",.,..,.,..-In the lower part of Olaon Gulcb there· is about 
_ 1t square miles of granitoid rock that bears some resemblance 

to thst of the Philip,burg batholith but contain. very little 
hornblende. It is poorly: exposed and its relation to the 
adjacent sediments is not evident. No, metamorphic effect 
assignable with certainty to this, body, 'unless it be the deposit 
of iron ore that lies west of the gulch, can be disentangled from 
the general metamorphism that appears in llII the sedimentary 
rocks -in this part of the quadrangle. However, the form of 
the eastern boundary of the granodiorite suggests an intrusive 
relation to the adjoining rocks, evidence of any other· relation 
is lacking, and there is no reason to doubt that the contacts of 
the mass are chiefly irruptive. 

Pewography.-This rock i, very uniform. A typical .peci
men shows a brownish-gray tint and a rather· fine granitic 
texture; its visible constituents are feldspar, biotite, quartz, 
and hornblende. The greeter part of the feld.par i., a dull 
greenish-white subhedral plagioclase, readily distinguished from 
the fleeh-colored poikilitic potash feld'par. Quartz i, incon
spicuous; biotite is rather plentiful, but hornblende is so scarce 
that it is not readily found. 

The relative abundance of the minerala, 88 shown. by the mfbl'OlICope, 
may be rou&,hly indicated 88 followl!: Plagloclaae, quartz, orthoclase, bio
tite, hornblende, magnetite. apatite, titanite, zlroon, tourmaline, and. rutile. 
The plagioclaaels buUt up of ZODel tliat range from labradorite-bytownite 
to ollgool!tae., Texturally the rook, like that at Oable, is characterized. 
by more or le111! perfect Cl'JlltaJa of plagioolalle and ferromagnella.n oon
lltituenta bound together by comparatively large allotriomorphic grains 
of quartz and orthoolaae. 

BJl[ALLER INTRUSIONS. 

Two .mall .tock. of porphyry ea.t of Red Hill, north of 
Philipsburg, and some dikes between Willow Creek and Hen
derson Mountain have been mapped as granodiorite, but "they 
are all so much decomposed that their composition could not 
be determined satisfactorily. Those near Philipsburg' have a 
contact zone of garnet· rock. The dikes in the' northwest· part 
of the quadrangle are small' but are regarded as worthy of 
mapping because they are almost ilie only igneous rocks in a 
large areaj many similar dikes that occur in areas where other 
igneous rocks are abundant are unmapped.. Small. areas of 
granodiorite occur on Boulder Creek, in Henderson Gulch, 
along Willow Creek and Sluice Gluch, near the western edge 
of the quadrangle, and southeast of Rumsey Mountain. The 
character of these rocks may be sufficiently indicated by com
paring them with the granodiorites already described. 

The mass on Boulder Creek, probably a mere outlier of the 
Philipsburg batholith, is intrusive in Devonian and Carbon
iferous limestones. It consists of a dat'k-gray granular rock, 
finer grained and richer in hornblende, magnetite, and titanite 
than the granodiorite of the Philip.burg batholith. 

The small mass on Willow Creek, which is intrusive in the 
pre-Cambrian, resembles the granodiorite of Storm Lake. The 
rock contains less quartz and orthoclase than that of the 
Philipaburg batholith and a little augite. 

The very small mass intrusive in the Newland formation 
southeast of Rumsey· Mountain consists of a dark-gray rock 
like the granodiOrite of the Philipaburg batholith but finer 
grained, poorer in hornblende and orthoclase and richer in 
biotite. 

The igneous rock in Henderson Gulch is poorly exposed, 
but strong metamorphism near its contact shows that it is 
iutrusive in the Newland formation. The contact zone is 
characterized by a.bundance of garnet and epidote. The meta
mor;phism extends over a remarkably wide area, and the meta
morphic shell has probably protected from ·denudation an 
intrusive mass of flir greater extent than the surface exposure. 
The rock 'is porphyritic, but the coarsest part of. it appears 
granular because the groundmass is relatively coarse. The 
largest phenocry.ta are of fleah-colored potash feld'par, ,orne 
of which are as much as 1.5 centimeters long. There are many 
smaller phenocrysts of plagioclase, quartz, and biotite, and a 
few of pota.h feldspar. 

NONPORPHYRITIO BIOTITE GRANITES_ 

VAB.IBTIBB. 

The rocka mapped as nonporphyritic biotite granite include 
three varieties_ . These are readily distinguishable with the aid 
of a microscope, but megascopically two of them, which occur 
near Lost Creek and in the Anaconda Range, respectively, are 
very similar, and the third variety, the principal exposure of 
which i, in the northeaat part of the quadrangle, might not 
easily be distinguished from these by an untrained observer_ 
On the.map all of these rocks are represented by one pattern, 
but are distingnished by numbers following the general letter 
,ymbOI. 

'rHB ROYAL :BATHOLITH OD. UClClOLI1'B. 

General oharacter and' ooour'l'eruJe.-A rock of granitoid 
texture composed chiefly of quartz, plagiociaae, pota,h feld
spar, and biotite forms a large" intrusive mass that occupies 
the region about the headwaters of Rock, South Gold, and 

Pikes Peak creeks, in the northeastern part of the quadran
gle and extend. outside the quadrangle., It is named for the 
Royal mine, of which it forms the country rock. A small 
mass of, rock of the same type lies at the head of Boulder 
Creek, adjacent to the Philip,burg batholith.' Its boundariee 
as shown on the map are only approximate. 

The general appearance of ,the rock in the field is somewhat 
.imilar to that of the granodiorite of the Philip,burg batholith, 
but it is lighter in tone. It is .darker than the adjacent por
phyritic granite, but, unlike the biotite granite of the Ana
conda Range, it· nowhere has a tawny hue. The mass.is on 
the whole very uniform in composition hut near the margins 
it is rather more biotitic and has a slight schistosity parallel 
to the contact. 

About most of· its periphery the mass is in irruptive contact 
with sedimentary rocks, the most striking evidence of this 
relation being the metamorphism produced in the sediments. 
Although the lateet beds in actual contact .with the granite 
are Lower Cretaceous, the metamorphism strongly affects the 
Upper Cretaceous beds north of Rose Mountain, nearly a 
mile from the contact. 

The upper surface of the intrusive mass slopes in general 
away from the center, and, more markedly than in any similar 
mass in the quadrangle, the contact tends to follow the bedding 
of' the adjacent sediinentary_ rocks. The comparatively thin 
Quadrant formation is in contact with the granite throughout 
the greeter part of the periphery of the granite. It is there
fore possible that the mass, instead' of being a batholith extend
ing downward indefinitely, as shown in structure section B-B, 
i, a laccnlith-a bllster-.hsped body injected between the 
strata and having a floor composed of the beds that lie 
stratigraphically ju.t beneath the Quadrant fllrIilation. 

In Rock Creek baSin this granite i. apparently intJ;uded by 
the porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite. Contact phenomena 
proving this relation' have not been obseryed, but the porphy
ritic granite is not gneissoid, whereas that of the Royal batho
lith is greatly sheared outside the quadrangle on the east. 

Petrography.-The petrographic character of the dominant 
ph ... of the granite of the Royal batholith i. well illu,tJ;ated 
by material gathered from the dump of the Royal mine. The 
general color of thi, rock is very light gray. Feldspar con
stitutes much more than" half of its bulk; the mineral next 
most abundant is quartz;· and the remaining· essential COD

stituent, ,very subordinate in quantity, is black mica, which 
forms rather small irregular foils. A few particles of white 
mica aud of _ titanite are visible but not conspicuous. The 
f~ldspar is of two kinds, distinct in habit. One kind forms 
many individuals, rarely· more than 2 or 3 millimeters in 
length, which are striated and are therefore plagioclase. The 
other kind, which shows DO striations a.nd is therefore potash 
feldspar, occurs in much, larger individuals. Those which are 
about a centimeter or less in length possess rude crystal form. 
The larger ones are more irregular in form and are so thickly 
crowded with grains of all the other' constituents that their 
crystalline continuity is shown only by the retiections that 
flash from their cleavage planes when the specimen is turned 
about in a bright light. The largest crystal observed was a 
Carlsbad twin about 5 centimetera (2 inchea) long. 

The original minerals villible under the mlorolloope are plagloola.ae, quartz, 
potash feld.par, biotite, mUllOOvite, apatite, m..agnetlte, zlroon,-tita.nite, and 
allanite. The order of C!l'Ylltalltzatlon is, roaghly, zircon, magnetite, apaHte, 
magnetite, muscovite, pla.gl.oo1ue, biotite, potash feldsps.r, and quartz. The 
feldaps.r il fairly freah. the biotite consldera.bly chlorltized_ The plagioclase 
III conlpicuously zoned.. The mOlt calcio portlona of the crystals are near 
and.ellne-Iabradorite (Ann); the most aodia are oUgoolaae. The average 
composition is estimated. optically &8 A.n40• Some of the potash feldllp&l' 
I!h'oWII microcline twinning and is perlhiticaJly' intergrown with a small 
amount of s.Iblte_ 

This rock Wall analyzed chemically by Georie Bteiger, with the followiog 
rellult: -

.d.naly.8es of biotite gf'QdI,{.te;!rom :&JlIal mine. 

BIO. ________________________________________ .• _______ ••• 
6~'" 1.140 

AI
Jl
0

8 
_______ · _____ ·_ .. _________________________________ -_. 16.84 .160 

Fe.O. ____________ .. _. __________________________________ _ .17 .001 
FeO ___ • ___________________________________________ • ___ _ 1_66 .02' 
~gO-•••••............. --.-.-----.--.--------.-.• ---.-•. . .. .016 
oaO ___ •• ____ • _________________________________________ _ an .06'1 

Na.O ___________ ~--------------"-------.----------------- B.89 .011' 
KIIO ________________________ .... ________________________ - B.91 .041 
H.O- __________________________ .. ____________________ _ .29 _____ • __ •• 

HaO+ _____ '_·:__________________ ------.-------------- .ISIS _________ _ 

TiO Il _____ ----.-~------------------~ •• ------------------ .99 .0040 

Zrol ____ --... --.--------~-------------------.-----------
None. _________ _ 

00. ______________ . _________________________ ..... _. ____ _ None. _________ _ 
p.O& __________________________________________________ _ _22 .000 
MnO ________________________________________ • _________ _ .0'7 .001 
BaO __________ • ________________________________________ - .10 .001 
BrO ______________________________________________ .. ____ --
B _______________ ••• ~ ___ ~" ____________________ ~_. ________ None. • ________ _ 
SO. ______ • _____________ • __ ~. __ • ____ ~____________________ None. 

..... 
To claaaify the rook In the quantitative IYlltem, the norm. Wltl cs.Iculated 

and found to be 88 followl: Quartz, S4..7; orthoclase, 12.8; albite, 28.8; 
anorthite, 16.'1; oorundum, 0.1; hypel'8thene;S.8; ilmenite, 0.6; magnetite, 0.9; 



apatite, 2.4. '.che rock is amiatose, near tOB(lanose, which Is more aJkalic. 
Of the varieties of amJatose tabulated by Wl\.8hJngton, the two that most 
resemble the granite of the lWyalllline are a granodiorite from Silver Lake 
House. Eldorado County, Cal., and a biotite granite from the North Fork 
of Tuolumne River. Cal. The varieties of amiatose from Butte contain 
much more iron and magnesia. 

The marginal parts of the batholith are more or less distinctly 
gneissoid and in places are obscurely porphyritic. They are 
somewhat richer in biotite than the rock in the main body 
of the batholith, and their plagioclase is commonly more 
calcic than that in the specimen from the Royal mine. The 
unst.riat.ed feldspar is less conspicuous t.han in the dominant 
phase. Microscopically, the minerals show less eviden~e of 
deformation t.han might be expected from their megascopic 
appearance, and the foliation is probably primary. 

Intense foliation independent of contacts is developed in this 
granite east of tile limits of the quadrangle along a north
south shear zone, which affects various other intrusives in 
the vicinity of Danielsville. On Rock Creek about 2 miles 
beyond the boundary of the quadrangle the granite has been 
changed to a readily cleavable gneiss, in which the biotite 
forms discontinuous films along the cleavage faces. Some of 
the larger crystals of feldspar have been rounded off to form 
thick lenses or Heyes," whose longer diameters lie parallel to 
the planes of schistosity. 

Small masses of granitoid rocks more like that of t.he Royal 
batholith than that of any other large intrusion occur on 
Foster Creek, Warm Spring Creek, and north of the quarries 
on Warm Spring Creek. All except a hornblende-bearing 
variant of the largest mass, contain the same minerals as the 
Royal batholith, but. the several masses are markedly different 
in texture. 

Granite of Foster Creek.-The most extensive of 'these minor 
intrusions occupies an area of about 2 square miles on Foster 
Creek and several smaller areas. Its apophyses cut diorite and 
Devonian and Carboniferous limestone. 

The rock in most of this area is a light-gray medium-grained 
biotite granite resembling that of the Royal batholith in tex
ture, color, and constitution but characterized by the deyelop
ment of biotite in very thin and broad ragged flakes, appearing 
in cross section as sharp black lines. 

The microscope shows that, the essential constituents of the rock are 
perthitic microcline, quartz, plagioclase, biotite, muscovite, magnetite, 
apatite, zircon, and titanite. Alkali feldspar is more abundant than in the 
granite of the Royal mine. The plagioclase is strikingly zoned, with cores 
of andesine, labradorite, or even sodie bytownite, shading into rims of 
oligodase and albite. Magnetite and apatite are rather abundant. 

In the northeastern part of the area, this rock apparently grades into 
rocks that are considerably richer in biotite and contain hornblende. 
Microcline bears about the same proportion to plagioclase as in t.he rock 
previously described. The pla,gioclase is more calcic t.han in that rock. 

Granite porphyry on upper Warm Spring Creek.-Warm 
Spring Creek, northeast of Cable, crosses a rock mass t.hat cuts 
the MaJison limestone, the contact in part lying parallel to the 
bedding. It forms a talus on the east side of Warm Spring 
Creek canyon but occurs in no prominent outcrops. 

The mass is fairly uniform; a t.ypical specimen is light 
bro,vnish-gray, has a fine, apparently granular texture, con
sists chiefly of feldspar and quartz, and contains a sprinkling 
of biotit.e. 

The microscope shows the texture to be in reality porphyritic, although 
the groundmass is OJQaJ'Se by comparison with the size of the phenocrysts, 
which are of plagioclase, quartz, and mica, the mica being chiefly biotite 
but including some intergrown muscovite. In the groundmass, besides a 
second generation of thelle sarne minerals, there:il! considerable microcline. 
'l'he plagioclase crystals are built up of dist.inct zones, which range in com
position from about An,o to about Anu. 

Microgranite north of lower Warm Sp1'ing Creek.-About 1i 
miles nearly due nort.h of bench mark 5605, on lower Warm 
Spring Creek, there is a very small area of fine-grained granite, 
which is intrusive in Cambrian strata, and others, considered 
too small to map, lie in the same vicinity. A similar rock, 
also unmapped, forms a dike in coarser granites at the head of 
Clear Creek. 

The rock is a II pepper and salt" gray and has a text.ure like 
that of typical granite but finer. The minerals visible to the 
naked eye are feldspar, quartz, and biotite_ 

The microscope shows that the chief constituents of the rock are plagio
clase, quartz, potash feldspar, and greenish biotite. It contains alittle mus
covite. l\fa.gnetit.e, apatite, titanite, zircon, and allanite occur as rather 
abundant accessories, and tourmaline occurs sporadically. There is some 
apparently secondary epidote, and a little chlorite, sericite, etc., but the 
rock is comparatively fresh. There is some epidote with allanite cores, 
which appears to be primary. The plagiocla.se is zoned, with a range from 
An.o to An,o' 

Aplite north of lower Warm Spring Creek.-About a mile 
north of tbe great lime quarry on 'Varm Spring Creek a small 
mass of fine-grained rock is intlUded into Madison limestone. 
The rock resembles in general tint that just described but 
is of finer, more sugary text.ure and is dappled with ill
defined greenish clusters of mica about 5 millimeters in diam
eter. It contains sparsely scattered small flakes of biotite 
and muscodte. The microscope shows that the rock is similar 
in mineral constitution to the granite porphyry farther up the 
creek. 

15 

NONPORPH'tRITIO BIOTITE GRA.NI'l'B NEA.R MILL CREEK. 

General character and occurrence_ - ~ ear the southeast 
corner of the quadrangle, between Tenmile and Mill creeks, 
is a large area of rather coarsely granular rock consisting 
essentially of '<iuartz, oligoclase, potash feldspar, and biotit.e. 
This biotite granite is well exposed on the precipitous glaciated 
walls of the canyons of Mill Creek and Clear Creek, but on 
gentle slopes it is covered with a mantle of coarse sand and 
partly disintegrated fragments. Although light gray when 
fresh, it is discolored by weathering to a pale tawny hue, which, 
in the exposures along Mill Creek, for example, contrasts with 
the darker, vaguely greenish tint of the granodiorite. 

Relations.-This granite is not in irruptive contact with an·y 
sedimentary rock unless it be the mass of quart.zite north of 
Mill Creek, which is assigned only tentatively to the Flathead 
quart.zite, and whose contact with t.he granite is not well 
exposed. The contact with the Madison limestone south of 
Mill Creek is due to a fault. The force that produced this 
rupt.ure has also sheared the granite, which on Mill Creek, near 
the east boundary of the quadrangle, is transformed to a dark 
gneiss that splits into thin, smooth plates. 

The igneous rocks 'with which the biotite granite is in 
contact are the acidic granodiorite, porphyritic biotite granite, 
and non porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite. The grano
diorite has intruded this granite and is clearly later. Direct 
evidence as to the relative age of the porphyritic and non
porphyritic biotite granites was not obtained, but as the por
phyritic granite is later than the granodiorite it must be later 
than the nonporphyritic biotite granite. The relative ages of 
this rock and the non porphyritic muscovite-biot.ite granite on 
t.he north was not determined. 

Petrography.-The general tone of the freshest specimens of 
this granite is a light warm gray, resulting from the blended 
tints of the cream-white feldspar, the slightly brownish quartz, 
and the small quantity of black biotite. The quartz occurs in 
very irregular ill-defined masses about 3 millimeters in average 
diameter. The feldspar forms some fairly well deyeloped 
crystals about 1 centimeter long, but most of it. is in grains 
not over 2 or 3 millimeters across. The large crystals, which 
the microscope shows to be of microcline, are sporadic, irregu
larly distribut.ed, and not. conspicuous enough to make the 
rock porphyritic. 

The microscope shows that the feldspar comprises neaJ'ly equal amounts 
of perthitic microcline and oligoclase. Quartz is about equal to each of 
these in amount, brown biotite is subordinate, and magnetite, apatite, and 
zircon are accessory. There is a minute quantity of muscovit.e, apparently 
original. The perthitic intergrowth, in contrast to that in the alkaline 
granite of Lost Creek. contains albite in very subordinate proportion. The 
plagioclase is but faintly zonE'd; its average composition is neru- Aneo. 

General character and occItrrence.-The granite that occupies 
several square miles on lower Lost Creek and the hills farther 
south, near the east edge of the quadrangle, is composed chiefly 
of orthoclase, albit.e, quartz, and biotit.e, and contains fluorite. 
The presence of fluorite and the character of the feldspar 
differentiate the rock from the nonporphyrit.ic biotite granite 
of the Anaconda Range, hut t.hese dist.inctive feat.ures are 
recognizable only by the aid of the microscope, the two rocks 
being very similar in megascopic appearance. 

The most accessible outcrops of this granite are barren 
weathered knobs that rise 10 to 50 feet above a waste-covered 
surface on the slopes north of Warm Spring Creek near the 
east~rn border of the quadrangle. They are too small to be 
mapped. Better exposures occur in Lost Creek canyon. Here 
the rock appears whitish in places ,yhere it is least weathered, 
but it is nearly all stained dull yellow or orange 'with iron 
oxide. The relatively fresh granite exposed on the steep 
glaciated canyon walls shows few joints, but the more weathered 
granite above is much jointed. In both places a large propor
tion of the joints are curved nearly parallel to the surface, and 
are apparently due to exfoliation. The sheeting is evidently 
of the same origin. 

Relations.-The intrusive relation of this granite to the 
Newland formation is notably displayed on the north wall 
of Lost Creek canyon. The west.ward-dipping surface of t.he 
intrusive mass there cuts across the bedding at an acute angle. 
Dikes of the granite or of pegmatite penetrate bot.h the New
land formation and the diabase by which it is intruded. On 
the hill south of Lost Creek the Algonkian rocks are cut. by 
many dikes of tourmaline-bearing aplite and pegmatite that are 
probably related to biotite granite. The contact of this granite 
wit.h Carboniferous rocks on the slope north of Warm Spring 
Creek is probably due to faulting. 

Petrography.-The tint of the fresh rock is yery light warm 
gray, and its texture is granitic and moderately coarse to 
rather fine. The constituents visible to the naked eye are 
feldspar, quartz, and biotite. The quartz has a smoky tint and 
presents a sharp cont.rast to t.he dull cream-white of the feld
spar, which is about ty.,·ice as abundant. Biotite is rather 
scarce. A very faint greenish tint observed in places may be 
due to the fluorite, which, however, is not conspicuous. 

The microscope shows t.hat the feldspar consists of mlcrocline and neru-ly 
pure albite. 'l'hese form comparatively coarse perthitic intergrowths, which 
contain nearly equal amonnts of the two varieties; and albite, which is in 
excess, occurs also in separate crystals. Quartz is about equal to microcline 
in amount; greenish biotite and fluorit.e are distinctly subordinate i magnet
ite, apatit.e, zircon, and rutile aJ'e scarce accessories. The biotite Is bor
dered partly by colorless mica in parallel intergrowtb, but not altered to 
chlorite or epidote. In all specimens :fluorite forms irregular grains leas 
than 1 millimeter in diameter between the feldspars 01' inclosed wit.hin 
them. There is no evidence that It is secondary. 

The pegmatite and aplite are composed chiefly of quartz, 
,,,bite microcline, subordinate muscovite and albite, and con
spicuous black prisms of tourmaline. These rocks grade into 
others composed essentially of quartz and tourmllline, with 
little or no feldspar. 

General character and occurrence.-Granite in which mus
coyite as well as biotite is essent.ial, and which contains no 
large and prominent feldspar crystals, is one of the chief rocks 
in the eastern pa.rt of the Anaconda Range, 'where it occupies 
several areas aligned from northeast to southwest. One area 
lies south of Mount. Howe; one is at the head of Twelvemile 
Creek; another, divided on the surface by moraines, is at the 
head of Mill Creek; and still anot.her, the largest, lies northeast 
of Mount Haggin. The general tint of the granite, as seen 
in the field, is very like that of the biotite granit.e, though it. is 
somewhat lighter and less yellowish. Much pegmatite and 
aplite is associated 'with this granite, particularly near its 
margins. 

Relations.-This granite is clearly intrusive into Algonkian 
strata in all the areas but the largest. Even in this area it is 
in contact with Devonian and Mississippian limestones, and 
the contacts are probably intrusive, though not definitely 
proved to be so. 

The intrusive rocks with which this nonporphyritic mus
covite-biotite granite is in contact are acidic granodiorite of the 
Carp Lake t.ype, nonporphyrit.ic biotite granite, porphyritic 
muscovite-biotite granite, and diorite. If all the masses of this 
granite were intruded contemporaneously they are older than 
any of the other rocks named except the diorite and, possibly, 
the biotite granite, to which their relation in age was not 
determined. The relation to the diorite is strikingly shown on 
the north face of Mount Haggin, where the dark rock of the 
summit is cut by white dikes of the granite and related pegma
tite. The granite is itself cut by apophyses of acidic grano
diorite northeast of ::\fount Haggin and south of Mount Howe, 
and at its contact 'with the porphyritic muscovite~biotite gran
it.e, near the head of Twelvemile Creek, the non porphyritic 
granite is uniform in composition and texture, but the porphy
ritic granite varies in respect to these features, as intrusives 
commonly do at t.heir contact with older rocks. 

Petrography.-Material from the talus south of Hearst Lake 
is very light gray and has a rather coarse granitic t.exture. 
Feldspar constitutes nearly two-thirds of the rock, quartz the 
greater part of the remainder; the other minerals visible to 
the naked eye are muscovite and biotite in small and nearly 
equal quantity. The potash and soda-lime feldspars alike are 
almost pure white. The largest cryst.als, about 1 centimet.er 
long, are of unstriated feldspar, but as the size dwindles from 
this by gradations the aspect of the granite becomes less por
phyritic. The quartz is grayish, not smoky as in much of the 
biotite granite. Of the micas, muscovite forms the larger and 
more conspicuous flakes, some being as much as 5 millimeters 
in diameter. 

'rhe microscope shows that the feldspar consists of perthitic microcline 
and plagioclase in nearly equal· amount, the alkali feldspar possibly in. 
slight excess. The soda·lime feldspar Is rather faintly zoned oligoclase a.nd 
its range of composition is approximately from An20 to AnlO' the estimated 
average composition being Ani!. Accessory constituents are magnetite, 
zircon. and little apatite.' The effect of dynamic stress appears in the 
curved and broken twin lamellre of the plagioclase and in marked bending 
of the flakes of mica. 

Material from areas south of Mount Howe is slightly less' 
siliceous. It cont.ains a little more biotite; the thin section 
shows perceptibly less alkali feldspar than plagioclase, and the 
plagioclase is more calcic, averaging about Au 20 or An 25 -

The mass at the head of Twelvemile Creek is of similar com
position but is still finer in t.exture. 

ACIDIC GRA. ... "WDIORITE. 

General character and occurrence.-In the Anaconda Range 
there are several bodies of a granitoid rock which is composed 
chiefly of plagioclase, quartz, orthoclase, and biotite but con~ 
tains in places a little hornblende. The quartz is abundant 
and the orthoclase is very subordinate to the plagioclase. 
Unlike the other granular rocks of this dist.rict, this rock 
fingers out into many large dikes, which are of porphyritic 
texture. The areas of this granodiorite all fall within a 
relatively narrow zone extending east-northeast. from the south
west corner of the quadrangle to the head of Clear Creek. 

The fresh rock is light gray but not so light as the more 
potassiQ granites 'with which it is associated. In the area south~ 
east of the Carp mine its contact with the porphyritic biot.ite 
granite can be recognized at a distance because the granodiorite 



is darker, more thoroughly jointed, and rusty on the weathered 
surface. This rustiness is not so marked elsewhere and may 
be due to a local secondary development of pyrite. 

In the easternmost area intense shearing has developed 
abundant chlorite, which makes the rock darker and more 
greenish than where it is unaltered, and on the precipitous 
walls of Mill Creek canyon it can readily be distinguished at 
a distance from the lighter, more tawny-hued granites on either 
side. Another effect of the stresses that the rock has under
gone has been the formation of shear zones along which ero
sion is relatively easy. To this cause is due the highly serrate 
character of part of the divide between Mill and Tenmile 
creeks, illustrated in Plate I. 

The apophysal dikes' of granodiorite porphyry are most 
abundant and conspicuous about Mounts Howe and Evans. 
Their light-gray tint stands in strong contrast with the dark 
rusty red of the Prichard formation (see PI. II), and the 
dikes are readily traced on rocky slopes, but they are con
cealed in places by talus or by rock waste. On the other 
hand, the porphyry dikes at the head of Barker Creek and 
those east of Mount Haggin are darker than the rocks that 
they penetrate. 

.Relations.-The intrusive relation of this granodiorite to the 
adjacent sediments is clear. Its apophyses penetrate Algonkian 
and Cambrian rocks. The contact with the Newland formation 
near the peak 9,814 feet high is parallel to the bedding. Of 
the other intrusive rocks the two nonporphyritic granites east 
of Mount Haggin and the diorite north of Mount Howe are 
older than this granodiorite and are cut by its apophyses. 
The porphyritic biotite granite, on the other hand, is evidently 
later (see next column) as is probably also the porphyritic 
muscovite-biotite granite. The relations are not, indeed, clear 
at the contact of this rock with the acid granodiorite in the 
Anaconda Range, but in the Flint Creek Range, where both 
porphyritic granites are represented, the one with both micas is 
later than the one with biotite alone. So far, therefore, as the 
petrographic identity of the granites in the two ranges is 
evidence of their identity in age, it is evidence that the porphy
ritic muscovite granite is later than the siliceous granodiorite. 
The relation of the siliceous granodiorite to the granodiorite of 
Storm Lake at their contact is obscured by talus. 

Petrography.-A representative specimen from a point about 
a mile south-aoutheast of peak 14 9814," in the west part of the 

. Anaconda Range, is pure light gray, with typical granitic 
texture. The constituents recognizable with the naked eye are 
feldspar, quartz, biotite, hornblende, titanite, and secondary 
pyrite in scattered grains along obscure joint fissures. The 
dark minerals are present in relatively small quantity. Two 
.varieties of feldspar can be distinguished. The more abundant 
variety, plagioclase, is somewhat the less tmnsparent. The 
other variety, orthoclase, is the more glassy and occurs in 
larger individuals containing many inclusions. Quartz, obvi
ously abundant, appears chiefly in irregular sugary grayish 
masses about 3 millimeters in diameter. Hornblende and 
biotite form evenly sprinkled particles, most of them less than 
1 millimeter in diameter. A considerable portion of these 
constituents, however, is segregated into clusters approxImately 
15 millimeters in average diameter, about six of which appear 
on the face of an ordinary hand specimen. The granodiorite 
is further characterized by larger dark blotches whose presence 
constitutes one of the obvious differences between this rock and 
the contiguous granites. These blotches, the largest of which 
are about 6 inch€$ in diameter and most of which are roundish 
or oval, are of the same nature as those in the other grano
diorites and differ from the parent rock ,chiefly by finer texture 
and greater richness in ferromagnesian constituents. . 

The relative abundance of the chief constituents In the light· colored part 
of the rock, 88 determined microleopically, Is nea.rly fndlea.ted by the 
order, plagfoolaae. quartz, orthoclase, biotite, and hornblende. AcC6llsory 
constituenta a.re titanite, apatite, ziroon, allanite, and magnetite. The rook 
Is fairly fresh. The pIagioc188e is rather strongly zoned and mottled; its 
compoll:Mon l'II.nges appronmately from An,o to Ana and averages about 
An.o. The orthQclase is slightly perthitlc. 

The rock has been analyzed by George Steiger with the following result: 

SIO •• ________________ . ______________________________ . ___ _ 
Al.O, _____ • __________ . __________________________________ _ 
FeIO~ _____________________________________ . ____ . ________ _ 
FeO _____ . _______________________ . ______________________ _ 
MgO.__ _ ____ ... ________ .... __ ........... . 
OaO_____________ .. ______ ,. ____________ . _____ . _____ . __ _ 
Na.O_. _____ . ___ • ____ _ 
K10 __________________ _ 
H.O- __ . _________ . ____________________ . _______ . ________ _ 
H.O+____________________ _ __ ~. ___________ _ 
TiO. ____________________ . _____ '.._. ____ ._. ________ . _______ _ 
ZrO.____________________________ _ ______ _ 
p.O$ ___ . __________________________________________ • ____ _ 
MnO _________________________________________ • ________ _ 
BaO _________________ . _____________________ .. ___________ . 
Li.O. _________ • __ . _________ . ____________________________ _ 

No SO .. S, or 001 found 

7O .. OG 
115.04 

.70 
1.89 
1.</4 .... 
U8 .... 
.7' 

1.12 ... 
." .OS 
.08 
.10 
.05 

100.48 

The DOrm calculated to :fb: the place of the rook in the quantitative 
class18cation Ie as follows: Quartz, 26.64; orthoclase, 19.46; albite, 84.06; 
anorthite, 12.28, eorundum, 0.41; hypersthene, 8.79; ilmenite, 0.76; maltDet· 
ite, 0.98; apatite, 0.84. The rock is laII8enoae, near ooBCanose, which la· 
w.orealkal1e. 
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VariatWnB.-Some of the rock mapped with that described 
is perceptibly more basic and much is somewhat less so. The 
specimens from the Mount Howe area and those taken farther 
east contain little or no hornblende, and have a slightly more 
sodic plagioclase and more potash feldspar than the analyzed 
rock. These differences might seem to justify a distinction in 
the mapping, but they become manifest only by careful com
parison of specimens, aided by microscopic study. In the 
field one is rather struck by the resemblances in tone, in the 
habit of the feldspars, and in the characteristic segregations of 
the ferro magnesian constituents. 

Granodiorite porphyry of apophy8elJ.-A typical specimen of 
the granodiorite porphyry collected on the west slope of Mount 
Howe appears very similar to the granular phase, though it is 
slightly darker. The porphyritic texture is obscure because 
the gray microcrystalline groundmass is not much different in 
tone from the largest and most abundant phenocrysts, which 
consist of plagioclase (andesine and oligoclase). There are 
many smaller phenocrysts of quartz and biotite, and some of 
hornblende. The ferromagnesian constituents cluster as they 
do in the granular rock. Some of the dikes are free from 
hornblende, some of them contain orthoclase phenocrysts, and 
others contain a little augite. 

The groundmass consists of abundant quartz and potash 
feldspar, subordinate plagioclase, and a little biotite. 

PORPHYRITIC BIOTITE GRANITE. 

G&neral character and OCCWN'ence. - Porphyritic biotite 
granite, containing large phenocrysts of microcline in a coarse 
granular groundmass of quartz, plagioclase, microcline, and 
biotite, occurs in both the Anaconda and the Flint Creek 
ranges. 

In the Anaconda Range, where it is one of the most abundant 
rocks, it occupies a zone lying south of the granodiorite and 
extending ahout east-northeast from Carp Lake to Clear Creek. 
In the Flint Creek Range it is confined to comparatively small 
areas on Racetrack Creek, near the point where that stream 
leaves the quadrangle. 

Viewed from a distance, the porphyritic biotite granite, like 
the nonporphyritic, appears light· gray to tawny. In areas 
north of Mill Creek it has been somewhat sheared, and owing 
to the consequent disguise of its characteristic features, it is 
difficult to draw its boundaries accurately. In part of the 
Racetrack Creek area it has been rendered very schistose by 
dvnamic action . 

. Relations.-In the Flint Creek Range the rock is intrusive 
into Cambrian and Algonkian st:rata and the siliceous diorite 
and is cut by the muscovite-biotite porphyritic granite. In 
the Anaconda Range it cuts the Algonkian and is later than 
any other granular intrrisive except the muscovite-biotite por-
phyritic granite. 

Its relative age in the Anaconda Range is fixed by its relation 
to the granodiorite of the Carp Lake type. This relation is 
clearly shown about 2! miles east of Carp Lake, where two 
apophyses from the granite cut the granodioritel as represented 
somewhat diagrammatically on the geologic map. In Mill Creek 
canyon, ag~in, the greater age of the granodiorite is shown by 
the fact that at the contact this rock is normal and uniform, 
whereas the biotite granite is variablel being partly pegmatitic 
and parUy more biotitic than the normal type. The contact 
with the muscovite--b.iotite porphyritic granite on Tenmile 
Creek is not well exposed, and the relation between the two 
rocks is obscure. 

The relations in the Flint Creek Range are clear. Contacts 
with diorite are shown south of Racetrack Creek, where the 
diorite is uniform and the granite varies in texture and in 
abundance of feldspar phenocrysts and biotite. It is older 
than the muscovite-biotite granite, as is shown by similar evi~ 
dence and by the fact that that rock is not schistose. 

Pel!rographly.-The porphyritic biotite granite in the Ana
conda Range and that in the Flint Creek Range are sensibly 
identical in character. rhe general tint is pinkish gray. The 
phenocrysts, which constitute about half the bulk of the rock 
are most prominent on weathered surfaces. They are rarely 
more than 2 centimeters and average about 1 centimeter in 
diameter. They contain small inclusions, which are especially 
abundant near their margins. A small proportion are Carlsbad 
twins. The matrix of the phenocrysts has the texture of rather 
coarse granite and its visible constituents are quartz, feldspar, 
and biotite. The quartz, which constitutes about half the 
groundmass, forms irregular patches ahout 3 millimeters in 
diameter. It has a smoky hue, contrasting with the whitish 
tint of the feldspar. Biotite is rather abundant in irregular 
:88!kes about 1 or 2 millimeters in diameter. 

The mieroaeope shows that the phenocrysta are perthitic mlcroc1fne. 
This alkalic feldspar occurs in the groundmal8 &Il1rregulM graiDeln amount 
Inferior to that of the soda·lime feldspar. The plagioclaee, unllke that of 
the nonporphyrltic biotite granite, Ie chal'&cterlzed by rather marked 
zonal banding. The range of compoeition in sucoossive zones is sometimes 
u wide 88 from andel!line near An40 to oligoclaae-albite (An10); the average 
composition la probably that of a calcic oligoclase (All. o to Anu). AC(l68· 
aory constitnents are muscovite, magnetite, apatite, t.ltanite, zircon, rutile, 
and relatively abundant allanite. 

The porphylitic biotite granite on Racetrack Creek has been 
converted by shearing into an augen gneiss, which is of a darker, 
more bluish gray,. than the unsheared rock, the feldspar being 
pure white and the quartz not smoky. The lines of schistosity 
curve about the phenocrysts, which have been affected but 
little by crushing. Much of the feldspar and quartz in the 
grouudmass has been finely crushed, the large masses of quartz 
have been drawn out into lenses, and the distribution of the 
biotite has become stI·eaky. 

Pegmatite and aplite cutting this granite are well exposed 
near the head of Sullivan Creek. The aplite is the more 
abundant. It is cut by pegmatite veins and also passes by 
gradations to fairly coarse pegmatite and to the normal granite. 
The essential constituents of the typical aplite and pegmatite 
are perthitic microcline, albite, quartz, and muscovitej a little 
red garnet occurs in small crystals. 

PORPHYRITIC MUSCOVITE-BIOTITE GRANITE. 

OharlWfm and distribution.-In both the Flint Creek and 
Anaconda ranges there are bodies of granite containing large 
porphyritic crystals of alkali feldspar in a coarse groundmass 
containing both muscovite and biotite. The largest mass of 
this porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite overlaps the eastern 
border of the quadrangle and extends from Lost Creek to 
Rock Creek. It embrace. the top of Mount Powell, a lofty 
peak a short diBtance ellSt of the quadrangle, and may be called 
the Mount Powell batholith. In the Anaconda Range a con
siderably smaller mass, which may be called the 'rwelvemile 
batholith, is exposed about the heads of Twelvemile and Ten
mile creeks .. 

Relati01llJ.-The Twelvemile batilOlith cuts the Prichard .nd 
Neihart formations, an irregular irruptive contact with the 
former being well exposed at the head of Tenmile Creek. The 
Mount Powell batholith has been observed in contact with 
strata of pre-Cambrian to early Cretaceous age. It sends 
apophyses into Cretaceous rocks east of Twin Peaks. The 
contact metamorphism produced by this intrusion is every
where very marked, but most striking, perhaps, in the Cam
brian rocks south of Thornton Creek. 

The relation of the porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite to 
other intrusives in the Anaconda Range has not been directly 
determined except with respect to the nonporphyritic musco
vite-biotite granite. At the head of Tenmile Creek a good 
exposure shows that the porphyritic granite is the laterj its 
porphyritic texture disappears about 3 feet from the contact, 
still closer to which it becomes finer grained and grades into 
aplite. The other rock shows no variation related to the contact. 

In the Flint Creek Range, the porphyritic muscovite-biotite 
granite is later than the other granitoid rocks whose relation to 
it is known. Its exemption from the shearing that affected the 
rock of the Royal batholith and the porphyritic biotite granite 
indicates that it is later than either. More direct evidence of 
its relation to the biotite granite is seen at the contact north of 
Racetrack Creek, where that rock is uniform and the muscovite
biotite granite is variable in texture and composition. The 
schistosity of the diorite south of Racetrack Creek proves its 
greater age, and it is also cut by the aplite and pegmatite of the 
muscovite-biotite granite south of Thornton Creek. The con
tact with the granite intrusive south of Lost Creek is ill-exposed 
and the relative ages of the two rocks are not known. 

Petrograplvy.-The porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite of 
the Anaconda Range is essentially identical in character with 
that of the Flint Creek Range. '1'he tint of the prevailing 
rock in mass is very light pure gray. At least a fourth of its 
volume consists of snow-white feldspar phenocrysts about an 
inch long--distinctly larger on the average than those of the 
bioti~ granite-embedc}.ed in a rather coarse grained granitic 
groundmass. About half of this ground mass consists of white 
feldspar in grains less than 0.5 centimeter in diameter, some 
of which are visibly striatedj the remainder is chiefly grayish 
quartz in irregular masses but comprises moderate and nearly 
equal amounts of muscovite and biotite. 

The microscope !howa that the phenocrysts are perthltic mlcroe1ine 
containing numeroua inclusions of plagioclase and some (chiefly neM the 
margin) of quartz and biotite. In the groundm&lB quartz and plagioclaHe 
are more abundant than mlcrocllne and orthoc1aae. The plagioclase is 
aHghtly zoned. Its range of composition is appro:l:imately from An .. to 
An lO , the average about Anu or Ann. AooesllOries are magnetite, apa
tite, and zircon. 

The following determinations of the silica. and aIkaliea in a fairly fresh 
specimen from the Anaconda RaDge were made by W. T. Schaller: 

PartiaJ QII'/4~8'is 01 porphyritic (Jt'afi4te 1 mi,le southeast 0/ Moum Bf)aITUI. 

SiO._ .. __________________________________ . _________ ~__ 72.150 
NalO ______________ . __________ . __________ ~ •• ~~_.______ 8.97 
K.O _____ • _____________________________ • _____ ._ •• ~ ________ 4.06 

TheHe percentages are IIhnUar to thOle in the granite of the Bitterroot 
Mountains, delCl'ibed by Lindgren. In that rook they are 72.07, 4.02, and 
4.09 respectively. According to the quantitative clusiflca.tion the rook 
from the Anaconda Bange would probably be a. toscano&e. 

The variations from this type are chiefly textural. The 
phenocrysts are commonly larger than in the normal type 
described, the largest having a length of 3 inches. Their 
abundance also varies; at some places they are crowded closely 
togetherj at others they are so scarce that the porphyritic 



texture is not conspicuous. The rock is notably even grained 
in the western part of the Mount Powell batholith north of 
Racetrack Creek, where it is possible that a separate intrusion 
of non porphyritic granite occurs, but if so its areal extent is rela· 
tively small. The porphyritic texture is commonly lacking for 
a few inches or eyen a few feet from contacts with older rocks 

The chief constituents of the pegmatites rmd aplites associated 
with this granite are quartz, microcline, and albite, which are 
accompanied in all places by considerable muscovite, and in 
some by red garnet, and here and there by a little biotite. 

PYROXENE APLITE. 

Occurrence and disl1>ibution.-The most unusual intrusives 
in the Philipsburg quadrangle are fine-textured greenish-gray 
aplitic rocks whose chief constituents are plagioclase, alkali 
feldspar, quartz, and diopsidic pyroxene. Some contain also 
primary scapolite, which rarely occurs in igneous rocks. 

These pyroxene aplites bear much the same relation to the 
granodiorites that the ordinary aplites and pegmatites, which 
are composed essentially of alkali feldspar, quartz, and mica, 
bear to the granites. They occur like ordinary aplites, form
ing dikes or small stocklike intrusions and being irregularly 
mingled with basic material in marginal zones. In one sig
nificant respect, however, their occurrence differs from that of 
the ordinary aplites; they have not been found in the central 
parts of batholiths but invariably, so far as observed, near con
tacts with calcareous sediments. 

The pyroxene aplite has not been mapped except as parts of 
the granodiorite masses. One of the most accessible intrusive 
masses is a small dike in the granodiorite near the cont.act with 
Madison limestone south of the Bimetallic mill, near Philips
burg. A large dikelike mass is finely exposed on the lower 
part of Granite Creek east of Princeton. Another compara
tively large I?ass lies about It miles northeast of Rumsey 
Mountain. A very small dike, about a foot thick and tm,ced 
for about 50 feet, cuts Deyonian limestone east of Foster Creek 
somewhat less than a mile north of the county boundary. A 
marginal intrusive mass lies at the base of the cliff below the 
dike just mentioned, where the granodiorite is separated from 
the limestone by a few feet of the pyroxene aplite into which 
it appears to grade. At the contact of the Cable batholith 
with calcareous shales and limestones pyroxene aplite and 
hornblendic rock are intricately mingled, and similar conditions 
occur in the marginal part of the Storm Lake batholith. 

Petrography.-Although the pyroxene aplites exhibit con
siderable differences they have many features in common. In 
color they range from greenish white to dark greenish gray; 
in texture, from fine to moderately coarse. Plagioclase and 
alkali feldspar, commonly distinguished by difference of habit, 
are present in roughly eqnal quantity and constitute half of 
the rock or more. The other essential minerals constantly 
present are quartz and pyroxene, neither of ,vhich is conspicu
ous. The pyroxene is of a pale variety, and where it is not 
intergrown with hornblende its presence is manifested only by 
the greenish tinge it gives the rock. Amphibole OCCUl'1:l in 
nearly all specimens, and biotite in a few, and both minerals 
are relatively conspicuous because of their dark tone. 

Accessories revealed by the microscope are titanite, apatite, magnetite, 
and zircon, titanite being almost abundant enough to rank as an essential 
constituent. The plagioclase crystals are strongly zoned and have cores as 
calcic as bytownite near An, •. The greater part of each crystal is com· 
monlyandesine near An4o, which is about the average composition. Most 
crystals have narrow. ragged borders of oligoclase·albite. The alkali feld· 
spar forms much larger poikiJitic individuals. In sOlUe specimens it is 
potassic, in others it is of a sodic variety which is described more fully 
below. The pyroxene is dlopsidic: the amphibole, pale to moderately deep 
grass green, is partly but not wholly secondary. The general order of 
crystallization has been: Zircon and apatite, plagioclase, titanite and 
ferromagnesian minerals, quartz, and alkali feldspar. 

The features worthy of further noti~e are the alkali feldspar and the 
occurrence of scapolite. The alkali feldspar of some of tbe aplites is ortho· 
clase or microcline; some is but slightly perthitlc, 1I0me rather markedly so. 
In about hal! the specimens, however, the feldspar is of a peculiar ~odic 
variety. This feldspar resembles microcline in its interstitial relations to 
other minerals and the fine cross· hatching that appears in section!! nearly 
normal to the a axis: but optical and chemical tests indicate tlJat the feld· 
spar is albite or anorthoclase very rich in soda. It has probably been 
formed by replacement of micro(lline. 

ScapoHte is most abundant in the pyroxene aplite of Foster 
Creek. This rock has the general features above described; 
the alkali feldspar is microcline; it contains some hornblende, 
partly secondary and partly primary, and quartz in moderate 
amount. 

The scapolite is remarkably poikilitic. In the hand speci
men the flashes from its cleavage faces show that it forms 
individuals as much as 2 centimeters across, crowded with 
inclusions. The microscope shows that it not only incloses all 
the other constituents but interpenetrates with all but quartz. 
The proportion of scapolite in the rock has been estimated at 
about 25 pel' cent. Its double refraction is about .020, which 
corresponds to a combination in which there are somewhat 
more of calcic than of sodic molecules. 

Although the pyroxene and lime-rich feldspar are a little 
altered, the rock is on the whole more than ordinarily fresh. 
This fact, together with the textural relations and abundance 
of the scapolite, make it impossible to regard that mineral as 
other than primary. 
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Another pyroxene aplite containing scapolite occurs about a 
mile northeast 6f Rumsey Mountain. Here the scapolite is far 
less abundant than in the other rock, but its relation to the 
other minerals is really the same. It appears microscopically 
in lacelike patches intergrown with both soda-lime feldspar 
and alkali feldspar. 

Chemical composition. - Specimens of these two types of 
scapolite-bearing rock have been analyzed by 'V. F. Hillebrand 
with the results shown below. 

.d.naly.~~s of scapolite·bearing pyroxene aplites. 

SiO. __ 
TiO. __ 

ZrO. 

AI.Oe 
Cr.O~ 

Fe,O, _ 

FeO. 
MnO __ 

CaO. 
SrO_ 

BaO ~ 

MgO_ 
K.O __ 

Na.O_ 
Li,O._ 

H,O
H,O+ .. 

Less 0 for Cl and F 

68.00 57.98 

.48 .66 

.02 .04 

16.88 19.82 

None. None. 

.26 .44 

.70 .sa 

.02 .07 

5.90 8.87 
.03 .05 
.08 .12 

1.41 1.98 

.88 4.01 
6.20 3.62 

None. Faint trace. 
.08 ." 
.25 .67 

.2' .17 
None. .58 

.01 .01 

.18 .17 

---- __ ~~I ___ ~ 

1

100.45 100.1B 

_.__ .06 .07 

_______ 1_~~~9 i~ ._~~~~~ 
aAppsrentlyhlgh. 

1. Pyroxene aplite with a little scapolite, from plMe about 1t miles 
northeast of Rumsey Mountain. 

2. Pyroxene aplite with much seapolite from dike on east wall of Foster 
Creek Canyon a mile north of boundary between Granite and Deer Lodge 
counties. 

The norms, calculated in order to determine their po~ition in the quan· 
titative classification, serve toO emphasize some of the chemical peculiarities 
of the rocks. Tbey are as follows' 

1. Pyroxene aplite northeast of Rumsey Mountain: Quartz, 19.98; ortho· 
clase, 2.22; albite, 50.80; anorthite, 16.6S: halite, 0.47; diopside. 7.75; hypers· 
thene, 1.76; magnetite, 0.46; apatite, 0.67; ilmenite, 0.61; fluorite,0.16. The 
rock is a madorose (I.4.S .. ')). 

2. Pyroxene aplite east of Foster Creek. Quartz, 4.M; orthoclase, 28.91; 
albite, 27.77: anorthite, 23.85; halite, 0.59; diopside, 12.67; wollastonite, 1.811; 
llRgnetite, 0.70: ilmenite, 1.22; apatite, 0.34; :fluorite. 0.11. The rock is 
a monzonose (II.5.2.fI) not far from shoshonose, which is less alkalic. 

The greatest chemical difference between the rocks is in the 
proportion of the alkalies. The aplite of Rumsey Mountain is 
very pOOl' in potash, but it contains about twice as much soda 
as the other, the total molecular proportion of' alkalies being 
nearly the same in the two specimens. This fact is one of 
those which indicates that the peculiar alkali feldspar of the 
rock of Rumsey ::\lountain was formed by substitution of soda 
for the potash of microcliue. The most striking similarity of 
the t\.,.o ehemical analyses is great richness in lime opposed to 
comparative poverty in iron and magnesia. In both, also, 
chlo'rine is rather high. 

Genesi-s.-The richness of the rock in lime is indicated by 
its abundant calcic plagioclase aud diopside, the presence of 
which has perhaps been one of the conditions essential to the 
forma'tion of scapolite, which may, however, have been deter
mined by the retention of chlorine in the magma during solid
ification. That abundant chlorine was given forth by the 
Philipsburg and Cable intrusive rocks is shown by the abun
dance of scapolite in their contact zones. Although little or 
none of this gas was fixed in the granodiorites, considerable 
was retained in the aplites, ovdng to conditions that are not 
fully understood but among which abundance of lime should 
probably be counted. The abnormally large proportion of 
lime is ascribed to the absorption of limestone in siliceous 
alkaline magmas resembling those of normal aplites. 'fhe only 
other known occurrence of primary scapolite is in Canadian 
nepheline syenites, described by Adams, who believes them 
to have formed from a magma which had absorbed limestone. 

VOLCA'NIO ROCKS. 

GE:-TERAL RELATIONS. 

The volcanic rocks of the quadrangle consist of andesitic 
breccia and tuff, confined to the southeastern part of the area; 
andesitic lava, found chiefly in the northwestern part; and 
volcanic ash, found in the larger valleys of the western part. 
All these rocks are somewhat intimately. associated with the 
Tertiary gravels and, like them, are separated from the pre
Tertiary senimentary and intrusive rocks by a strong uncon
formity. Their precise age and their relations to each other 
are not clear. Evidence observed in and near the quadrangle 
indicates that the ash is later than the lava and the coarser 
pyroclastics. In its composition and its horizontal attitude the 

ash resembles the beds in the lower valley of Flint Creek iden· 
tified by Douglass by their vertebrate fossils as Miocene, but 
the deposit in this quadrangle has yielded no fossils. 

r,AV A, BRECOJ A, AND 'rUFF. 

Areas neal' Rock and Willow creeks.-A pink andesitic lava 
occupies several small areas in the valley of'Villow Creek neal' 
near the western boundary of the quadrangle. It lies in a 
depression, probably part of an old valley, in the Spokane 
formation. About half a mile south of Antelope Guloh two 
small masses of lam overlie the old gravel. Although these 
are so fine grained that their composition can not be deter
mined well enough to establish their correlation with the 
masses farther north, they are probably of the same age, and 
if so, they indicate the relative age of the andesite and the 
gravel. Another small cap of andesite lies on the Newland 
formation neal' the place ,,,here the East Fork of Rock Creek 
lea ves the quadrangle. All these remnants of andesite lie at a 
comparatively low altitude, as if they were parts of an eruptive 
mass that flowed out on the floor of an ancient valley. 

The rock on 'Villow Creek is a typical biotite andesite, 
containing dull-white crystals of feldspar, most of them about 
1 or 2 millimeters hl diameter, and somewhat smaller black 
flakes of biotite rather thickly sprinkled in a pink groundmass. 
The mass on the East Fork of Rock Creek is essentially 
similar but has a drab color. The small masses overlying the 
gravels are apparently flow breccias composed of rusty drab 
lithoidal lava ,yithout phenocrysts. 

The Illi~roscope shows that the plagioclase of the porphyritiC andesite 
occurs in three fairly distinct generations, the last comisting of the slender 
microlites that make up the greater part of the groundmass. The crystals 
of the first generation, which are somewhat zoned, consist mainly of andes· 
ine neal' An. o; those of the second and third generations are chieny 
oligoclase near An20 . The groundIlla~s contains weakly birefringent 
poikilit.ic individllals of orthoclase or 'luarh or both. 

Area nea1' Warm Spring Creek.-The volcanic rocks north 
and south of 'V arm Spring Creek, neal' the eastern edge of the 
quadrangle, are chiefly light-colored, medium-textured andes
itic tuff but include one or two small patches of lava. The 
tuff nort.h of Warm Spring Creek rests on Carboniferous strata 
and on granite with strong unconformity and overlap and con
tains fragments of quartzite and limestone near its base. It is 
apparently o\'erlain by heavy deposits of stream gravel. 

Upon the outcrops of tuff rest also a few great blocks of 
granitoid rock whose large size virtually excludes the possibil
ity that they were rolled by currents of water and \vhose com
position differs from that of any rocks found in place to the 
west, where the stream gravels of this locality originated. 
Their difference from any rock of the Anaconda and Flint 
Creek ranges renders unt~mable the supposition that they are 
morainic. They are identical in petrographic character with 
the quartz monzonite at Butte and were evidently derived from 
the Boulder batholith, from which they must have been trans
ported to their present place, in a direction opposite to the 
general course of' stream and glader currents, by one of 
two uncommon agencies. They may conceivably have been 
dropped from icpbergs floating in a glacial lake, but although 
a vast ice-dammed lake once filled a large part of the Clark 
Fork basin, its highest level was lower than these bowlders. 
It is regarded as more probable that they were torn from the 
sides of volcanic vents and cast abroad with the andesitic frag
ments that make up the tuffaceous deposits. 

The prevailing rocks in the area near 'Varm Spring Creek 
are dull olive-green and gray to cream-colored tuffs without 
distinct stratification but with an obscure flaggy parting in 
places. They are largely composed of fine-grained white Qr 
grayish, more or less compact fragments of andesite, containing 
sma 11 phenocrysts of feldspar, biotite, and a little quartz and 
hornblende. These fragments are embedded in an ashy matrix 
composed of smaller crystals and rock fragments. 

Sout.h of 'Varm Spring Creek is some whitish decomposed 
biotite andesite. A rock apparently constituting a small 
remnant of a flow just north of the road at the eastern bound
ary of the quadr.angle is a more basic dark-red porphyritic 
andesite, with conspicuous phenocrysts of andesine and incon
spicuous ones of biotite, hornblende, and pyroxene. 

Area south oj Grassy Mountain.-The volcanic rocks near 
the southeast corner of the quadrangle are chiefly tuff-breccia 
of coarser texture than those exposed farther north. The sur· 
face here is strewn with blocks of light-colored lava, the 
largest 10 feet in diameter, and although at nrst sight these 
seem to be remnants of a flow they are more probably 
weathered-out fragments from an accumulation of material 
blown with great explosive force from some ancient crater not 
far distant. In the landslide just. east of Sixmile Creek there 
are great blocks of tuff-breccia composed of angular fragments 
of gray and red andesite, the largest 3 feet in diameter, and also 
fine-grained tuff like that in the more northerly areas. 

In composition the rocks of this area range from rhyolite
dacite to hornblende-hypersthene andesite. 

The rhyolite-dacite, which forms the very large blocks 
already mentioned, is an irregularly fractured pale drab rock 
containing numerous rather large phenocrysts of quartz and 



feldspar and smaller comparatively inconspicnous ones of bio
tite. Its many irregular amygdaloidal cavities are more or lees 
completely filled with chalcedony, quartz, and opal. 

The microBCOpe mows that most of the feldspar phenoorysts oonsist of 
andeaine. bqt the largest consist of aanidine. The presence of sanidlne lind 
of quartz distinguishes this rook from the biotite andesite. which it some· 
what resembles and with which It may bave some genetlo relation. 

The coarse breccia is of hornblende-hypersthene andesite. 
Megaacopically the rock: composing most of the fragments shows 
conspicuous phenocrysts of glassy feldspar, the largest {) 
millimeters in diameter, and small prisms of hornblende and 
pyroxene in a dark-gray resinous-looking groundmass. 

The miCl'Ollcope shows that the feldspar phenocrysts are zoned plagio. 
clase with average oompositlon near andesine-labradorite (An,o)' The 
other phenocrysts oomprise much brown hornblende and hypersthene, and 
sporadio biotite. 

VOLC.ANIC ASH. 

Occurrence.-Soft, pale-tinted, obscurely stratified volcanic 
ash, presumably of Miocene age, occurs (1) at the northern 
bO]lndary of the quadrangle weet of Flint Creek, (2) on Willow 
Creek, near the western border of the quadrangle, and (3) in 
Philipsburg Val1ey and its southern continuation across the 
Ea,t Fork of Rock Creek. 

This formation is perhaps the least resistant to erosion and 
the most poorly exposed in the quadrangle, being rarely 
uncovered except on steep slopes. below the brinks of terraces 
capped by protecting gravel. Among the better exposures are 
some about 3 miles northwest of Philipsburg, whose whitish 
tint makes them visible from the town, and another in a gully 
about a mile north of Qninlan's ranch, at the head of Philips
burg Valley. Most of the large area mapped along Trout 
Creek is covered by a thin veneer of gravel and rock waste, but 
the presence of ash beds beneath the surficial deposits is shown 
by small outcrops in gullies and fragments of white silt on the 
dump. of badger holes. The ash probably underlie. the ter
race north of Philipsburg and that between Gird and Flint 
creeks, but even if it does the thickness of the gravel deposits 
at these localities would entitle them to be shown on the map. 

Pel:rograplvy.-The typical rock of this formation has a buff 
color grading to greenish or pale reddish, a fine-grained, homo
geneons texture, and a slightly indurated, almost earthy con
sistency. It differs from dried clay in being noticeably lighter 
and in feeling harsh rather than unctuous to the touch. 
Bedding is but obscurely visible in outcrops and is rarely 
visible at all in hand specimens. At some places near its base 
the ash contains little angular fragments of older rocks, but 
it is associated with no true sandstones or conglomerates. 
When powdered and examined under the microscope the rock 
is found to consist essentially of minute angular fragments of 
volcanic glass. A tuffaceous nature is more evident in a coarser
grained specimen from the northern edge of the quadrangle, in 
which white particles of pumice are visible to the naked eye. 

STRUCTURE. 

CLASSIFICATION OF STRUCTURAL FEATURES. 

The fact that a great unconformity divides the Tertiary 
volcanic and sedimentary rocks from the Cretaceous and older 
strata may be stated in terms of structure by saying that in 
general the deformation of the pre-Tertiary strata is far greater 
than that of the post-Cretaceous rocks. The contrast in struc
ture between the strata beneath the unconformity and those 
above it is such as to suggest at once a twofold division of the 
structural features according to age. The other unconformities 
should logically form the basis of further subdivisions, but 
it can readily be shown that their structural significance is 
relatively .0 slight that for the preeent purpo.e they may be 
disregarded. 

The quantitative significance of the unconformity between 
the Algonkian and Cambrian strata may be estimated by restor
ing in imagination the original horizontality of the basal beds 
of the Cambrian series. When the Cambrian strata were hori
zontal the Algonkian strata undulated and, as the Spokane 
fonnation thickens toward the west, their general dip was west
ward. Their inclination was as much as 400 in some places j 
but in most places it was very much leas, and throughout con .. 
siderable areas the beds must have lain nearly Hat. The defor
mation that affected the Algonkian rocks before the deposition 
of the Flathead formation was in fact so much gentler than the 
vigorous folding and faulting that much later a1I'ected all the 
pre-Tertiary strata that the general appearance of the structure 
sections would not be materially different if the Cambrian 
overlay the Algonkian conformably. The unconformities in 
the Cenozoic series are as subordinate in magnitude to the great 
unconformity as that at the base of the Cambrian and afford 
even less basis for systematic division of structural features, 
inasmuch as they have been less continuously traced. 

The fold. and faults that affect the pre-Tertiary strata will 
therefore be described first, and the structure of the Tertiary 
rocks afterward without attempt to discriminate the results of 
minor distnrbances. No attention will be given to the Quater
nary rocks, because they are not .visibly disturbed. 
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The intrusive sills and the tuffs and lavas, which form 
relatively thin layers that were originally horizontal, require 
no discussion apart from the sedimentary strata together with 
which they have been folded and faulted. The plutonic 
intrusive bodies, on' the other hand, require separate con
sideration from two points of view. In connection with the 
strncture of the pre-Tertiary strata, the causal relations that 
may exist between plutonic intrusion and deformation must 
be considered. The shearing or other deformation undergone 
by the plutonic masses, most or all of wh~ch are probably 
Tertiary, will be considered together with that of the other 
Tertiary rocks. 

STRUCTURE OF PRE·TERTIARY ROCKS. 

ORDER OF DESCRIPTION. 

The folds and faults in the pre-'l'ertiary rocks are represented 
as fully as the scale permits by the geologic map and the struc
ture sections. This graphic record obviates in large measure 
the need for mere description, but a record so complex is not 
r.eadily understood without some verbal comment. The general 
character of the faults and folds will therefore be indicated and 
some noteworthy examples of both will be described j the rela
tions of these structural features to the intrusive rocks will next 
be considered; and, finally, the chief results of crustal deforma
tion will be summarized. As the faults are more easily trace
able on the map than the folds, it is desirable to describe them 
first, even though most of them are probably later in origin 
than the folds. In order to clarify the discussion the diagram 
fonning figure 4 has been prepared. This fignre shows the 

FrGUBB 4.-Dlagram showing the main structural features in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle. 

Heavy line, 101'8 0ft1't:IlrD8t ta.ulta, whose dips are hld1eII.ted by a.rrows. Llrhter I1DII8 are Earp 
DO!'III8i ta.ultll; dashed.lfa'ht I1DBa, major IRltiol1Dea j dotted Ilnel!, majOl' QIlCi.ID."; .Ih.ort llrht 
Unei with &rrOw,mOIlooJInell. 

major structural features, including most of those to which 
extended ref~rence will be made, disencumbered from the 
multitude of details and from igneous and surficial rocks. 

FAULTS. 

,GB:mRAL lI'BA.'l'UBBS. 

The .trike of the faults, like that of the fold., is prevailingly 
northeastward throughout the central and southern parts of 
the quadrangle and more directly northward in "the northern 
part, but it is very irregular in the southeastern part of the 
quadrangle, where the structure in general is chaotic. In 
respect of characters other than strike-of dip, amount and 
direction of throw, and deformation 01' lack of deformation of 
the fault planee-the faults are extremely diverse. 

Typical overthrust faults of low dip are represented by 
several examples. Two of these, of which the most westerly 
is called the Philipsburg and the most easterly the Georgetown 
overthrust, traverse the quadrangle longitudinally. They 
effect a far greater displacement than any of the other faults, 
their throw being measurable in miles, and they are fnrther 
remarkable for having been folded and faulted. It i. theee 
great thrust faults whose possible identity with similar dislo
cations far to the north and south· was pointed out in the 
introductory account of the regional geology (p. 2). Other 
flat overthrusts, one of which is fo~ded, occur in the southeast
ern part of the quadrangle, where there are also minor thrusts 
of moderate dip that are di.located -by normal faults. The 

movement on the Philipsburg and Georgetown mults was an 
overthrust toward the east j the other overthrust masses moved 
in various directions, overthrusts toward the east, west, and 
south having taken place within a few miles of each other in 
the southeastern part of the quadrangle. 

The majority of the fauIts have steep dips, and probably 
most of the steep fauIts here as elsewhere are normal. But it 
can not be assumed that all of those whose dip is unknown are 
normal, for the quadrangle contains reversed faults that are not 
very far from vertical. N 01' are all the normal faults steep; 
at least one, the Browns fault, has a very low {fip. 

Of those faults chosen for special description because of the 
aptness with which they illustrate the types mentioned above, 
or because they are strong and persistent lineaments in the 
geologic structnre, the thrust fanlts of low or moderate dip will 
be described first, the steep reversed fauIts next, then the steep 
fauIts whose direction of dip is unknown, and lastly the faults 
known to be normal. This order is not strictly chronologic, 
for the ages of the faults are not certainly known, but it is 
certain that the thrust faults that have been deformed are older 
than most of the faults of steep dip. The greater thrust faults 
will therefore be described first, not only because they are 
older but because of their magnitude and of the interesting 
deformation they have undergone. 

GBOBGBTOWN OVBBTHB11S'l'. 

The best exposure of the Georgetown fault and the strongest 
evidence of the deformation to which it has been subjected is 
afl'orded by the section along the large branch. that enters the 
East Fork of Rock Creek near the hill marked "7781" on 
the map (section E-E). The .tructure exposed along the steep 
slope north of that branch might, after 8 cursory examination, 
be regarded as a simple syncline in essentially conformable 
strata, but this interpretation is precluded by the results of 
thorough study. The rocks in the trough of the syncline are 
identified by their lithologic character and by their areal rela .. 
tions with the Newland formation, which is of Algonkian age, 
and they overlie the Quadrant formation, which is Pennsyl
vanian, and the Ellis formation, which is Jurassic. They are 
crumpled and brecciated near the base and have evidently 
been brought to their present position by an eastward over
thrust of the great Algonkian mass and a subsequent local 
depreesion of the thrn.t plane. The depreeeion was probably 
formed by folding. It is believed that the thrn.t occurred 
before the strata had been much folded, that the thrust move
ment was nearly parallel to the bedding planes at the partic
ular place considered, and that the beds thus superimposed 
were folded together. This interpretation is congruous with 
facts observed elsewhere in the quadrangle and especially with 
the indirect course of the fault farther south. The nose of an 
anticline which, like the syncline, pitches northward is supposed 
to be covered by the moraine of the East Fork. The fault is 
traceable southward on the west limb of this fold to another 
great moraine just within the quadrangle. On the east branch 
of Meadow Creek its plane dips westward at a moderate angle 
and it is accompanied by a complex of subsidiary faults. 

The fault may readily be traced northward for several miles. 
Just ,outh of Georgetown Lake its trace i. jogged by several 
cross faults, most readily detected where they offset the well
defined boundary between the Madison limestone and the 
Quadrant formation. It continues beyond the lake along 
upper Flint Creek. 

The fault is cut off by the granodiorite of the Philipsburg 
batholith, and its identification north of that intrusive mass, 
which is 6 miles in breadth, is somewhat conjectural. Its 
continuation is believed to be a fault that passes just east of 
Princeton and that is jogged' by a cross fault 3 miles south 
of that place. Objection may be made to this identification 
because the throw of the supposed northernmost section of the 
Georgetown overthrust is small, but this objection is weakened 
by the fact that the throw of the main fault apparently dimin
ishes northward from the lake. The parallel Georgetown and 
Philipsburg faults seem to bear a complementary relation. 
Both are evidently the work of a single thrust, and on any 
cross section the total movement on both appears to have 
been roughly constant. The movement on the Georgetown 
fault was greatest in the southern' part of the quadrangle, 
where that on the Philipsburg fault was least, and in the 
latitude of Princeton, where the Georgetown fault begins to 
die out, the throw of the Philipsburg fault i. large. 

PBILIPS:B1JB.G OVBBTBBUS'l'. 

The most accessible exposnre of the Philipsburg overthrust 
is about 3 miles BOuth of Philipsburg, on the west slope of the 
hill opposite the mouth of Fred Burr Creek, where the New
land formation (Algonkian) has been brought into contact with 
Pennsylvanian rocks. A southward continuation of this fault 
under the surficial deposits of Philipsburg Valley is indicated 
by the relations of the rocks on either side of that depression. 
The base of the Spokane formation on the west side of the val
ley is nearly in line with the top of that formation on the east 



side. In a locality where the Spokane formation has a thick
ness of thousands of feet, these areal relations imply a fault 
whose thro·w is considerable, though less than it is farther 
north. 

The fault emerges from beneath the later deposits at the 
north end of Philipsburg Valley. On the east side of the 
canyon of Flint Creek, about 6 miles north of Philipsburg, 
the fault plane has a westward dip of 200 to 300. Its sharp 
bend near bench mark 5005 is regarded as due to a small 
fold in the fault plane, and the relatioJls where the overthrust 
reaches Flint Creek indicate that it has been jogged by a trans
verse fault. 
~ ortheast of Flint the overthrust again disappears beneath 

surficial deposits, which conceal the nose of the northward
pitching anticline into which the t.hrust· plane is believed to 
hase been folded. (See structure section A-A.) This belief 
has been reached partly by eliminating other hypotheses. One 
of those rejected is that the eastward-dipping fault plane that 
crosses W ynum Gulch represents a separate overthrust from the 
east. No continuation of such an overthrust appears on the 
south side of the Philipsburg batholith, and this plane is there
fore regarded as the continuation of the Philipsburg fault on 
the east limb of an anticline. 

The thrust plane thus downfolded is supposed to reemerge 
on the east side of a syncline as the conspicuous fault that crosses 
Swamp Gulch just west of its mouth. This fault is peculiar 
in that, although in most places the older rocks are on the west 
or upthrust side, the condition is locally reversed. Such inde
pendence of minor antecedent structures would be quite possi~ 
ble in a major fault and not inconsistent with the parallelism 
between the fault and the bedding of the underlying rocks seen 
on the north part of the ridge west of Wyman Gulch (section 
A-A) as well as in the synciine near Rock Creek. 

It is only after both the Georgetown and the Philipsburg 
faults have been discussed that the congruity of the hypothetic 
elements of their interpretation can· be pointed out. This 
congruity is shown in figure 5, according to which they have 
been deformed alike, both having been thrown into an anti~ 
cline and a syncline. Both these folds, like most of the folds 
in the strata, pitch northward. Owing to this northward pitch, 
the Philipsburg fault is too high at the south to appear in 
section E-E, and the Georgetown fault is too low to appear in 
section A-A. 

A thrust fault 01 northeasterly strike that crosses Lost Creek 
about 3 miles from the eastern edge of the quadrangle is note
worthy because its movement is opposed in direction to the 
Philipsburg and Georgetown overthrusts, and because it has 
been folded even more sharply than these. (See fig. 5.) It is 
well exposed in the cliff south of Thornton Creek, ,,,here the 
northwestward overthrustjng has brought schists of the Spok!:lne 
formatio'n upon overturned Cambrian rocks. At this place the 
fault has a dip of about 35 0 SE., which, if it persisted, would 
carry the fault plane well beneath the bottom of the next can
yon to the south. Yet on the south side of this canyon there 
is a fault contact of similar attitude and character, which is 
regarded as a part of the Lost Creek fault. The fault plane 
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FIGURE 5.-Section across folded Lost Creek overthrust fault, south of 
Thornton Creek. 

The ovel"tbruBt was from tbe southeast and the fault plane was later folded with the rocks. 
a, Spokane form .. tion (AlgonkIan) 1 b, Flathead quartzite (Cambrian); c. SUTer Btl! 
tormatlon (CBmbrlau); d. Hasm .. rk tonnBtlou (CBmbrla.u); e, Acidle dIorite (TertlBry); 
I. Porphyritlc muscoTite·blotite grBulte (Tertiary). 

bends abruptly'do·wn along the axis of the canyon, at whose 
head the down-bent segment is rema.rkably well exposed. 
Green metamorphosed flaggy beds of the Spokane formation 
on the north and whitish magnesian limestone of the Hasmark 
on the south are here in contact along a surface that is approx
imately vertical in genera.l but sinuous in detail. The contact 
is nearly free from gouge; and the rocks on both sides, though 
somewhat brecciated, are fairly,firm, giving the impression of 
having been ,,,elded together by tremendous pressure exerted 
after the sliding movement had ended. The throw of this 
fault must be much greater than the distance-about a mile
between its northernmost exposure and the exposure along the 
south side of the canyon mentioned. 

The southward continuation of the fault seems to dip east
ward but much less gently than the part near Lost Creek, and 
it may have been steepened by deformation. 

A thrust fault that strikes east-west and dips about 300 N. 
emerges along the south slope of the ridge that culminates in 
Mount Haggin. Where the stratigraphic throw of the fault is 
greatest the Newland formation (Algonkian) has been super
posed upon the Hasmark formation (Cambrian). The·· New-

Phlllp8burg. 
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land strata have an anticlinal structure along the westernmost 
part of the slope, but toward the east the fault cuts away the 
south limb of the anticline, and beneath Mount Haggin the 
fault plane is nearly parallel to the hedding of the rocks both 
above and below. (See fig. 6.) The parallelism of the fault 
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6,2M'L-------------------' 
F1GURE 6.-North-south section through Mount Haggin, sbowing over

thrust fault. 
The Spok .. ne formation (b) i. thrust OT6\' on the BasmBrk form .. tlon {e}. Tbe unconformity 

between the FIBtheBd qUlll'blte and the SpokBne torm .. tlon b 1'11><0 shown. a, Newland 
formation lAlgonklBn); b. Spokane formBtlou (AlgonkIan); c, F1l1thead quartzite (Cam
briBn); a, Sllv6\' Hili formation (Oambrl .. n) ; e, Basma.rk fOrTIlBtlon (C&mbrlan); I, Acidic 
diorite (Tertlllry); g, Nonporphyrltlo mUSCOTIJ:e..blotlte granite (TertiBry). 

and the strata make it difficult to estimate the throw of this 
fault, but it amounts to several hundreds or even some thousands 
of feet. 

Reversed faults of steeper dip and of less throw than those 
described above have displaced the rocks that form the hill 
south of Browns. As appears in structure section D-D, one 
of these faults has brought the :Madison limestone (Carbonifer
ous) in contact with the Colorado formation (Cretaceous) and 
has been affected by a normal fault. 

The faults south and west of Mount Tiny are not especially 
large or conspicuous. The one of greatest throw, which is at 
the head of Blodgett Creek, brings Hasmark rocks against 
Newland. The chief interest of these faults consists in the 
fact that although they ha ye a steep dip, and therefore might 
be assumed to be normal, the ones whose direction of dip is 
known are reversed. This condition ean be obsel'Yed along a 
short fault north of "10068," at the head of Seymour Creek, 
and another about R mile northwest, both of 'iyhich dip about 
75°. There is little breccia along both faults. 

The fault that is traceable for 7 miles south of Indian 
Meadows is probably a continuation of the one that crosses 
Finley Basin west of Goat Mountain, although this continuity, 
not having been definitely proved, is not represented on the 
map. If the continuity exists the Goat Mountain fault is one 
of the longest in the district; but it is not one of those with 
greatest throw. Along most of its course it brings Madison 
limestone on the west against Quadrant, Ellis, and Kootenai 
rocks on the east, though near the south end it brings the 
limestone of the Hasmark formation against the Madison 
limestone. 

The fault is well exposed in a notch southeast of Racetrack 
Lake, but not so well, in general, farther south, the contact 
with the Madison limestone being largely concealed by frag
ments of quartzite of t.he Quadrant formation and the tough 
metamorphosed Mesozoic sediments. Its dip in this vicinity is 
steep but of unknown direction. The existence of the fault 
in Finley Basin is shown most clearly on the slope north of 
the basin, where the quartzite of the Quadrant formation dips 
toward the Madison limestone. The trace of the fault as 
drawn and the aspect of the exposures as seen from the south 
indicate that the fault is reversed and has a steep westerly dip. 

A fault having great throw a length of many miles extends 
from the notch northeast of Twin Peaks to the granodiorite 
bathoHth near Cable and apparently continues even beyond 
that intrusive mass. For most of its length it separates the 
Spokane formation from the Madison limestone, and it is there
tore one of the most cons.vicuous geologic boundaries. Its dip 
is not certainly k,noym, but it apparently dips eastward and is 
therefore normal. 

One or two miles north of Warm Spring Creek, near Browns, 
there iB a fault that is especially conspicuous among the multi
tude of faults there developed, because it forms the boundary 
between the Madison limestone and strata of Cambrian and 
Algonkian age. This fault is unusual in combining normal 
displacement with a low dip. It apparently has been offset a 
long distance by a later transverse fault. 

West of Cable Mountain.-The Paleozoic rocks on the west 
flank of Cable Mountain are dislocated by a large number of 
comparatively small faults, some nearly parallel to the strike of 
the bedding, some transverse to it. Those most readily dis
cernible in the field are the transverse faults near the south end 
of the mountain, detected by following the very characteristic 
purple bed at the base of the limestone of the Red Lion for-

mation, which is repeatedly offset. More faults were found 
here than could be represented on the scale of the map .. The 
transverse faults farther north are shown, less clearly, by jogs 
in the Flathead quartzite and Red Lion and Maywood forma
tions. The planes of all the transverse faults are apparently 
of steep dip. The principal strike fault is one at the head of 
the creek whose downthrow is in the same direction as that of 
the Georgetown overthrust just west, to which it may be sub
sidiary; its dip, however, is not known. 

South of Lost Creek.-The most persistent fractures in that 
veritable mosaic from which the ridge south of Lost Creek is 
carved are a. series of step faults whose downthrow is on the 
southeast side and whose effect is expressed in the skyline of 
the ridge as viewed from the vicinity of the mouth of Barker 
Creek. Erosion along the summit of this ridge has been 
arrested at the surface of the Flathead quartzite, which forms 
three broad and nearly level steps. A numerous group of 
divergent faults is well exposed in a gulch directly north of 
bench mark 5605. Most of t.hese can be traced by the contacts 
between the pale-greenish beds of metamorphosed Newland and 
the darker, more rusty bed8 of the Spokane. The mapping of 
these faults on the top of the plateau is based on many laborious 
traverses, but exposures here, as on the similar plateau north of 
Lost Creek, are poor, a.nd it is very possible that errors have 
been made in interpreting the few outcrops. 

l<'OLDS. 

The major folds of the quadrangle strike from northeast to 
north-northwest., their axes being in general convex toward the 
east. :Most of the folds in the quadrangle are rather persistent, 
the most striking exceptions being in the southeastern part. 
As the structure sections show, they present the greatest diver
sity of character. Some are broad and open, others appressed 
and overturned; and in places the rocks have undergone intri
cate contortion, which it is impossible to show on structure 
sections. The axial planes of most of the folds in the northern 
and central parts of the quadrangle dip eastward; those of 
most of the folds in the western part of the Anaconda Range 
dip westward. A few prominent folds are selected for special 
description in order to illustrate the several types just men
tioned and to trace as far as possible the more persistent folds, 
many of which are obscured by minor plications or are inter
rupted by faults and intrusive bodies. 

The largest continuous area of the Spokane formation shown 
on the map lies northwest of Philipsburg: The plotted dips 
within and about this area and the form of' its boundary 
show that it lies in a northward-pitching syncline, which may 
be named for Marshall Creek, the stream that drains most of 
the area. This fold is the most extensive within the quad
rangle, and the most gentle. Throughout a large arE;'a near 
its axis the rocks are nearly horizontal. Its cross section is 
asymmetric, the maximum dips on its west limb being about 
25° and those on the east limb about 60°. The axial plane thus 
has an eastward dip. 

At first glance this syncline would appear to end at 
Philipsburg Valley, but it originally extended much farther 
southward. Its eastern limb is represented by the zone of 
Algonkian rockH that extends from Rumsey Mountain to the 
crest of the Anaconda Range; its western limb was upheaved 
by the Philipsburg fault and has been eroded away. 

One of' the most persistent anticlines in the quadrangle is 
clearly developed on Cable Mountain, after which it has been 
named. It terminates at the north against the Twin Peaks 
fault, into which its axis gradually con verges. The northern 
part of the fold is stron:g1y asymmetric, its axial plane hav
ing a low eastward dip. The overturning becomes gradually. 
less pronounced toward the south until, at the southern end 
of Cable .Mountain, the fold is nearly symmetrical. Here it 
shows a southward pitch. It is interrupted by the granodiorite 
batholith described on pages 13 and 14, but, though it is 
broken by faults and has a more or less undulating crest, it 
can be traced to the Continental Divide, where it has a strong 
northward pitch. 

The next extensive anticline east of the Cable Mountain 
a.nticline is one of the largest structural features of the Ana
conda Range, but it is so much obscured by moraines, intru
si ve rocks, and minor structural features that it can not be 
readily traced. It is obscurely expressed by the areal distri
bution of the rocks, which shows that it pitches northwa.rd. 
The Neihart quartzite, the oldest formation in the quadrangle, 
is exposed on the axis of the fold on Sullivan Creek. Areas of 
the Prichard formation lie east, north, and west of the Neihart 
area. 'Vest and north of these lie areas of the Rava.lli forma
tion, which, however, does not appear on the east, where it has 
been depressed by folding and faulting. Still farther north lie 



successive illwdefined zones of later Algonkian and Cambrian 
strata. The dips plotted on the map, e\'ell though somewhat 
generalized, show the great complexity of this fold. 

The most conspicuous structural feature in the immediate 
vicinity of Philipsburg is a nearly symmetrical northwardw 
pitching anticline, exprei'lsed on the map by cunTed concentric 
bands representing the Paleozoic formations. The mapping 
can readily be verified by following certain of these strata, 
particularly the Flathead quartzite, the Red Lion formation, 
and the quartzite of the Quadrant formation. 

The approximate parallelism of the strata in this anticline to 
the arched Philipsburg overthrust, already described, shows 
that the folding of the strata here resulted in part from the 
same movement that deformed the fault plane. 

SYNCLINE SOUTHEAST OF GOAT MOUNTAIN. 

The structure of the area of Pennsylvanian and Mesozoic 
rocks southeast of Goat Mountain is not very obvious either 
on the map or on the ground, but its interpretation is illus
trated in the eastern part of section B-B. The structure in 
this a~'ea finds expression in the outcrop of the beds on the 
walls of glacial amphitheaters and particularly in the wall 
that may be seen by one looking southeastward from Goat 
Peak. (See fig. 7.) The strata at this localit.yare distinctly 

1_ ........ __ . __ ... __ ~ .. _ .. . 
FIGURE 7.-Reoumbent syncline of CarboniferouB and Mesozoio sedimen. 

taJ."y rocks as seen looking southeast from top of Goat Mountain. 
IntrusIve granIte contact i8 ne!lJ'ly Jlara.llel to the beddIng. G, Croswectlon of the ~YIlcllne leen 

In looklng ~outhweJ!tward &long the tRce of the clift. 

banded and the bauds are sharply bent so as to form a sort 
of chevron with the points toward the east. This appearance 
suggests at first an angular uneonformity, but the clue to the 
interpretation is given by a view along the face of the cliff illusw 
trated in figure 7, a, which shows that the structural feature 
here is a strongly overturned syncline. 

FOLDS NEAR LOST CREEK. 

In the vicinity of Lost Creek, closely associated in origin 
w.ith the Lost Creek overthrust (see p. 19), there is folding of 
somewhat the same character as that seen from Goat Mountain 
but still more intricate. A detail of the folding seen in the 
Cambrian rocks beneath this overthrust on the cliff south of 
Thornton Creek is illustrated in figure 8. South of Lost 
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FIGURE S.-Detail of folding in Cambrian rocks on the cliff south of 
Thornton Creek. 

The fold!ng wa.a cRuaedby the overridlngot strata ln I\.II overthrust fsult block from the 
southeast. 

Creek the deformation is even more extreme. At one point 
in this neighborhood the Cam brian limestone shows a close 
fold, which is not only recumbent toward the west but whose 
crest curled over like that of a breaking wave. 

RELATIONS OF STRUCTURE TO PLUTONIC INTRUSION. 

Some evidence concerning the extent to which plutonic 
intrusion has caused or accompanied deformation of the strata) 
concerning the influence of passive resistance by great masses 
of congealed magma upon the yielding of the strata to later 
stresses, and concerning the chronologic sequence of intrusion 
and deformation may be derived from the relations between 
the forms of the intrusive bodies and the attitudes of the strata 
adjoining them. A glance at the map will show that these 
relations are variousj that the peripheries of igneous masses in 
part accord with bedding planes or the prolongations of fault 
fissures but in part transgress the strike of beds and faults. 
Not only the planes of bedding or faulting but also the axes 
of folding betray significant relations to the intrusive bodies. 
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CoinCidence of the irruptive contact with a plane of strati
fication is most persistent in the periphery of the Royal 
intrusive body, a large part of which is in contact with the 
comparatively thin Quadrant formation. The sides of the 
great mass of porphyritic granite crossed by Racetrack Creek 
also accord in large part with bedding planes. The grano
diorite mass lying east of Philipsburg is flanked on the east 
and north by strata that lie for the most part parallel to its 
surface; but its western and southern boundaries are mostly 
transgressive. A similar complexity is displayed by the con
tacts of the acidic granodiorite in the Anaconda Range, whose 
surface follows the bedding southeast of the Carp mine but 
elsewhere cuts across it for fairly long distances. The beds 
are crumpled in places along the accordant portion of the conw 
tact. The diorite of Mount Haggin also appears to overlie the 
sedimentary rocks and is possibly the remnant of a laccolith. 
The contact here dips gently under the intrusive mass instead 
of being steep or dipping away from the center of the mass 
like most of the other contacts. Northeast of Storm Lake, 
however, the same rock cuts across the strata along a steep and 
irregular surface. The peripheries of some other masses, not
ably that of the Cable stock, are chiefly transgressi ve. 

The plutonic masses are cut by fissures, along some of which 
there has been considerable faulting, but discussion of these is 
deferred to a later section. To the fissures that do not cut 
them, these masses stand in three sorts of relations: they 
transgress some fault fissures, their peripheries coincide in part 
with others, and into other fissures the magmas have been 
injected to form dike,s. 

The most conspicuous faults that are cut across by igneous 
rocks are the Georgetown and Mount Haggin overthrusts and 
the reversed Goat Mountain fault, all of which one would 
expect on general considerations to be among the earliest. 
The apparently normal fault east of Twin Peaks and a few 
others not known to be reversed also appear to be older than 
the plutonic masses, parts of whose boundaries are in line with 
the fault.. 

The most prominent system of dikes is constituted by the 
apophyses of the mass of acidic granodiorite in the Anaconda 
Range. These dikes occupy fissures along which little or no 
faulting has occurred. On the other hand, a granitic rock was 
injected either during or after the movement along the north
ernmost fault that crosses Foster Creek. 

The bearing of these dherse' relations upon the mechanism 
of the plutonic intrusions can hardly be discussed thoroughly 
without unduly entering upon speculative ground but may be 
touched on briefly. The frequency of accordant contacts dipw 
ping outward suggests that many rising masses of magma 
exerted upward pressure. The abundance of dikes branching 
from the main mass of acidic granodiorite also suggests that 
this magma pressed upward in such a way as to distend and 
crack its roof. On the other hand, the frequency of transw 
gressive contacts and of inclusions in some intrusive bodies 
would seem to indicate that bodily unheaval or pushing aside 
of the older rocks was not the sole method of emplacement but 
may have been aided by stoping. Even accordance of contact 
with bedding or fissures might be effected locally by stoping if 
the process were arrested at the contact of a relatively coherent 
rock with one more readily shattered. 

Whatever its degree, the pressure between the magmas and 
the older rock,S was not necessarily of ~reat effect in deforming 
the strata; both deformation and the forcing upward of magma 
may have been due to a common compressive stress. At any 
rate the period of intnlsion was clearly comprised within the 
period of deformation. The transgression of faults and folds 
by irruptive contacts is sufficient proof that much deformation 
had been accomplished before plutonic intrusion was at an 
end. Some faulting evidently occurred after the intrusion. 
Evidence that folding persisted after the solidification of some 
plutonic bodies is afforded by the relations of structural axes 
to such bodies. 

A harmony between the trend of folds and that of irruptive 
contacts is most evident in the northeast quarter of the quad
rangle. The axes of the more persistent folds in this locality 
describe a gentle sigmoid flexure, of which the northern part is 
concave toward the Royal intrusive body, the southern part 
concave toward the intrusive body east of Philipsburg. The 
crests of the overturned folds north and south of the Royal 
mass plunge downward away from that mass, and the folding 
is progressively more acute in proportion to the distance from 
the mass in either direction. These conditions must be the 
result. of a pressure from the east that acted after the plutonic 
bodies mentioned were congealed und that was resisted by 
those two great bosses of comparatively rigid crystalline rock. 
Less striking phenomena of similar import are to be seen in 
the Anaconda Range. The crests of the folds rise southward 
toward the backbone of this range, which is stiffened by 
igneous masses, and the folds open out toward the south. 

GENERAL RESULTS OF DEFORMATION. 

The larger facts that first detach themselves from the multiw 
tude of structural details are (1) the northward pitch of most 

of the folds, and (2) the divisibility of the quadrangle into 
three zones, each characterized by the prevalence of certain 
types of structure and to a less extent by the prevalence of 
certain sedimentary formations. 

Westem zone.-The westernmost zone is occupied by an 
overthrust mass of Algonkian rocks. It is definitely bounded 
south of the Philipsburg batholith by .the Georgetown over
thrust. Its boundary north of that batholith is not so simple, 
owing partly to the fact that the overthrust mass has been cut 
through by erosion along the crest of the Philipsburg anti
cline, and partly to the dying out of the Georgetown overw 
thrust in this direction. This western zone is characterized 
as a whole by open folds of northward pitch. The folds 
become less open toward the northeast and faults are numerous 
and prominent near Flint. 

Middle zone.-The middle zonej extending roughly from 
the west half of the southern boundary to the east half of 
the northern boundary of the quadrangle is characterized by 
fairly regular and close folding. Its western boundary is 
determined mainly by the Philipsburg and Georgetown overw 
thrusts j its eastern boundary may be regarded as coincident 
with ·the contacts of the Royal and Mount Powell batholiths 
north of Racetrack Creek and with the Goat Mountain fault 
south of that stream. It is almost completely cut in two by 
the Philipsburg batholith l about whose eastern margin the 
axes of folding bend in a sweeping curve balanced by a some-
what gentler curve about the Royal batholith. The area 
north of the Philipsburg batholith (section A-A) is occupied 
by many northwsouth folds l most of which can be traced by 
following the bold outcrops of the quartzite of the Quadrant 
formation. The most westerly folds are nearly symmetrical, 
but those farther east are more and more overturned. The 
openness and the northward pitch of the syncline north of 
the Royal batholith presents a decided contrast to the closely 
appressed character and southward pitch of those farther south, 

The principal faults in this area, apart from the Philipsburg 
and Georgetown overthrusts, are strike faults, the most imporw 
tant of which are one passing through Princeton and one 
all'eady described as the Goat Peak fault. 

The part of the central zone lying south of the Philipsburg 
batholith is the more complex. Most but not all of its folds 
have a northward pitch, and the prevalent strike is northeastw 
erly. The Cable Mountain anticline, the only fold that is 
well defined throughout the length of this division, shows at 
its northern end the same westward overturning that prevails 
in the northeastern part of the quadrangle but straightens up 
farther south. This torsion of the axial plane is typical for 
the central zone of folding as a whole, and eastward rather 
than westward overturning prevails in the western part of the 
Anaconda Range. Of the many faults in the southern diviw 
sion of the central zone, the only one of the first magnitude is 
the Twin Peaks fault. The minor faults are not systematic in 
direction or downthrow, and their aggregate effect can hardly 
be generalized. 

Eastm'n zone.-The eastern zone, lying south of the Mount 
Powell batholith, is especially characterized by complex fault
ing. Almost its only regularity consists in the feeble preva,.. 
lence of a northeasterly structural trend. The strata and the 
fault.s of the area strike in all directions, however, and no com
plete fold can be traced for more than about 2 miles. 

The most salient feature of this zone is a block of Algonw 
kian and Cambrian strata, bounded .on the northwest by the 
Lost Creek overthrust and on the south by the Browns fault, 
which has been greatly upheaved relative to the adjoining 
masses of Devonian and later ·rocks. This block has been 
carved from an anticline, striking northeastward, whose axis 
projects into the quadrangle from the point where Lost 
Creek leaves it. The southeast limb, almost destroyed by 
faulting and intrusion, has a low dip. The northwest limb 
is contorted and in general strongly overturned, the overturn 
being obviously related to the Lost Creek overthrust. The 
folded mass is affected by a multitude of presumably normal 
faults, most of which cause downthrow toward the east or 
southeast. 

In the mass overridden 'by the Lost Creek overthrust the 
structure, as shown in section C-C, is extremely complex and 
irregular. 'The most striking exposure of structural detail in 
this area is on the cliff east of Foster Creek near the county 
line. (See PI. VIII.) The strongly overturned folding there 
shown is near the end of a southwal'dwpitching syncline, which 
is the most persistent fold in this drainage basin. The same 
view shows a normal fault of notably low dip, followed for 
some distance by a dike. 

The structure immediately south of the Browns fault is 
obscurely anticlinal but is complicated to the utmost by 
faults and minor folds. The hill south of Browns and part 
of the spur alJross Big Gulch show a complex but com
paratively legible structure, represented by cross section D-D. 
The discordance in structure between the two sides of the 
valley of Warm Spring Creek in this neighborhood suggests 
the existence of faults beneath the Quaternary deposits in the 
valley. 



Faults and intrusions separate the area just discussed from 
the strip of sedimentary rock extending eastward toward 
Mount Haggin. The structure of this strip is illustrated by 
the section forming figure 6. 

STRUCTURE OF THE TERTIARY ROCKS. 

EASTER~ PART OF FLI~T CREEK RANGE. 

Deformation of intrusi1)e rocks.-Near the eastern boundary 
of the quadrangle, on Racetrack and Rock creeks, the biotite 
granite of tlle Royal intrusive and the porphyritic biotite gran
ite and quartz diorite exposed farther to the south are very 
schistose. The planes of schistosity in the diorite between 
Racetrack and Thornton creeks strike about northeast and dip 
300 SE., or about parallel to the thrust fault south of Thorn
ton Creek. 

The juxtaposition of the alkaline biotite granite south of 
Lost Creek with the Madison limestone, though ill exposed, is 
apparently due to a fault, for the limestone is not much meta
morphosed and is brecciated in places along the l'ontact, which 
dips rather gently eastward. At places north of Lost Creek 
and a little east of the quadrangle the evidence of faulting 
is more conspicuous, the granite having been much brecciated 
and chloritized in a gnlch eroded along the contact. 

Deformation of tuffs and gravels.-Along \Varm Spring 
Creek and Lost Creek just east of the quadrangle the tuff 
and underlying gravel are thrown into open folds and are cut 
by faults. The prevailing dip is eastward and in the tuff, 
at the place where Lost Creek enters Deerlodge Valley, it 
amounts to 700 • Not only is the tuff much deformed, but the 
gravel that overlies it unconformably is gently tilted. The dip 
at some places amounts to 200 and the beds are dislocated by 
both normal and steep reversed faults with thwws of about 5 
feet. Some small exposures of the gravel that lie north of 
lower "\Varm Spring Creek show rather strong dips. 

EASTERN PART 01<' ANACONDA RANGE. 

Tilting of gravel.-The great altitude of the gravel on 
Grassy Mountain, where it lies much higher than elsewhere, 
indicates in itself a considerable deformation by tilting. The 
bedding on the summit, however, is nearly horizontal, and a 
pronounced inclination has been detected only on Sevenmile 
Creek, where sandy layers dip 150 upstream. As the direc
tion of dip is away from the general direction of tilting, 
some folding as \yell as general tilting must have occurred. 

Faulting of Inb·usIve 1·ocks.-At the head of Mill Creek 
brecciated limestone is in contact with diorite that has an 
east-"west and vertical schistosity. The two rocks are proba bly 
faulted together, but there is no means of knowing the throw 
of the fault. Shearing in the granites and granodiorite is 
general all along Mill Creek but is not expressed by very 
definite schistosity except in the lower part of the canyon. 
Near the eastern boundary of the quadrangle, however, an 
exposure in the stream channel reveals very marked and 
regular srhistosity in the biotite granite, striking ~. 700 E. 
and dipping 23° S., which is doubtless related to a fault 
between the granite and the Madison limestone. The evi
dence for this fault is very clear on the south side of Mill 
Creek canyon about a mile from the boundary of the quad
rangle, where, within a hundred feet of each other, there are 
exposures of limestone breccia and sheared and chloritized 
granite. (See fig. 9.) 

FIGURE 9.-Diagrammatic section across Mill and Clear creeks, showing 
schistosity in granite parallel to fault planes on its borders. 

The:relsafault breOOlsst th~ lime.tone coniacton the aouthandsfsult f&cet on the gra.nite 
slop<! on the north, 

North of Mill Creek the schistosity becomes less definite 
but beyond Clear Creek it is again distinct and dips about 
300 N. The contact with the tilted Tertiary gravel at the 
foot of the mountain follows a remarkably straight, smooth 
facet, which bevels the gentle slope above and dips about par
allel to the schistosity in the granite. This contact is taken to 
be a fault. There is a striking analogy between the phenom
ena at this place and those along the great Bitterroot fauIt, 
described by Lindgren. The interpretation of the facts above 
described is illustrated somewhat diagrammatically in figure 9. 

FLIKT CREEK AND ROCK CREEK BASINS. 

Tilting of Tertiary deposits.-Deformation of the earlier 
gravel on Rock Creek is clearly shown in Plate VII. In the 
exposure of which this is a view the dip is about 250 E. The 
dip has not been measured at other places. 

In exposures of the volcanic ash in Philipsburg Valley and 
ne.ar Willow Creek the obscure bedding of the material is 
horizontal. 

The terraces about Philipsburg have a distinct inclination, 
but this is chiefly due to aggradation. A strong suggestion, 

Phlllp~buril'. 
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however, that there has been warping of at least the older part 
of the terrace gravel is given by the p9sition of the remnant 
near the pass at the head of Trail Creek. 

PHYSIOGRAPHY. 

EFFECTS OF PRESENT C01mITIONs. 

Many characters in the physiography of any region can 
easily be explained as the result of normal erosion infiuenced 
by various conditions now existent, the most obvious of which 
is the different resistance of different rocks to erosion. The 
wide range of hardness in the rocks of the Philipsburg quad
rangle has entailed a corresponding variety in the character of 
sculptural details. Among the larger effects of differential 
degradation is the contrast in altitude and form between the 
Flint Creek and Anaconda ranges on the one hand and the 
hills in the western part of the quadrangle on the other. The 
low, rounded western hills, a part of the Sapphire ~Iountains, 
are carved from the Algonkian strata, whid, except the sand
stone of the Spokane formation and the hornstones formed by 
local igneous metamorphism of the Newland formation, are 
relatiyely soft and homogeneous. The high and rugged Ana
conda and Flint Creek ranges are carved, for the most part, 
from a relatively hard and heterogeneous complex of igneous 
rocks and variously metamorphosed sedimentary strata. The 
location of the Philipsburg Valley and its prolongations, which 
coincide with a fault zone, may have been determined in part 
by differential erosion in crushed rocks, and the eastern part, 
at least, of that other major depression that separates the 
Anaconda from the Flint Creek Range is also eroded along 
a zone of faulting. Differences of situation as well as of 
material increase the variety of sculpture; ru!!ged forms, for 
example, are most common on the heights where steep decliv
ities directly increase the effectiveness of the streams and of 
talus creep in removing material, where frost is active in dis
integrating the rocks, and where there is little vegetation to 
retard prosion. 

EFFECTS OF PAST CONDlTIONS. 

Of greater geologic interest than the topographic features 
that can be explained as the resnlt of present conditions are 
the features explainable only as the result of past conditions, 
and that consequently throw light upon the erosional history 
of the region. Of the features in the Philipsburg quadrangle 
that possess this historical interest, the most important groups, 
ennmerated in general order of age, are (1) high remnants of 
old erosion surfaces, (2) valleys of existing streams, (3) glacial 
features. 

RRMN!.XTS OF OLD EROSlO"'· SURFACES. 

In regions of complex geologic structure, like that sur
rounding Philipsburg, an extensive surface of low relief can 
be produced only by very long continued erosion. A surface 
partly leveled by this agency may contain prominent residual 
hilh;;, but its flatter parts will descend to the major streams 
by gradual declivities. If, therefore, flat erosion surfaces are 
found at a great elevation above streams to which they are 
near, it is evident that they belong to an earlier cycle sepa
!'Hted from the present by some uplift or other event that has 
cau~ed the streams to intrench themselves more deeply. 

The Philipsburg quadrangle is occupied in large part by 
surfaces of lo\v relief that stand at elevations of 6,000 to 8,500 
feet above sea level and consequently as much as 2,000 feet 
abo\Te the nearest large streams, from which they are sepa
rated by steep or moderate slopes. From moderately elevated 
points near Philipsburg, for example, the hilltops to the 
west and' north appear as remnants of an elevated erosion 
surface whose essential flatness is only emphasized by the 
prominence of Henderson Mountain, which is due to local 
induration of the rocks by metamorphism. Other flat upland 
surfaces lying east' of Philipsburg Valley and south of George
town Lake, and perhaps also the high glaciated plateau in the 
Flint Creek Range above Fred Burr Lake, are likewise rem
nants of an old topography. 

In the eastern part of the quadrangle no very extensive 
old erosion surfaces are preserved, but areas that stand at an 
elevation of about 8,500 feet on both ~ides of Lost Creek are 
remarkable for their flatness and for tlle fact that they cut 
indifferently across the bedding of crumpled and faulted rocks, 
which differ widely in hardness. 

The surfaces that are flat enough to suggest plateaus pass 
into others whose relief is considerable yet too gentle to accord 
with their high altitude. Areas having such topography sur
round Georgetown and Echo lakes. Some of the high but 
gentlf' slopes are evidently parts of old yalleys. The appear
ance of a dissected valley parallel to and 2 miles south of the 
Silver Lake and "\Varm Spring Creek valley, at an elevation of 
7,500 feet above sea le\'el, is presented to the observer at points 
from which he may look along its axis. Many of the higher 
summits probably represent hills that stood above the old 
erosion surfaces and have been defaced by the destructive 
agencies to which they are especially Axposed. 

The remnants of old topography can not be regarded as parts 
of a single rolling surface. For example, two flat surfaces near 
the head of Lost Creek and Foster Creek, which differ in 
altitude by 1,000 feet, are separated by comparatively steep 
slopes; and the highlands south of Georgetown Lake rise 
toward the crest of the Anaconda Range by a ~eries of steps 
that range from about 6,500 to about 8,500 feet above sea level. 
This rudely terraced character is probably to be regarded as 
evidence that the upland surfaces are the work of several stages 
of erosion, for it can not be explained as due in any great 
measure to faulting and folding. Some deformation of the old 
erosion surfaces, however, is indicated by .topographic as \vell 
as stratigraphic evidence. The eastward slope of the plateaus 
near Lost Creek, for example, is so marked as to suggest that 
they have been tilted. 

V ALLEYS OF PRESENT STREAMS. 

Virtually all the stream valleys in the quadmngle may 
readily be assigned to one or the other of two classes-open 
valleys and canyons. The open valleys, which contain parts 
of Rock, Willow, Flint, and Warm Spring creeks, present a 
rather sharp contrast to the canyons in which most of the 
Etreams are flowing. 

These open valleys are bordered by gentle slopes, the lower 
parts of which are terrac€'d. Remnants of one especially broad 
terrace with decided stream ward slope are conspicuous in each 
basin and are well shown by the map contours north of 
Philipsburg and on 'Villow, Rock, and 'Varm Spring creeks. 

The relatively gr€'at age of the open valleys is indicated by 
the fact that they are partly filled with Tertiary deposits, and 
by the great disproportion that exists in places between the 
breadth of the valleys and the volume of the streams that 
occupy them. This is illustrated by the upper part of Philips
burg Valley, which is 2 miles broad yet contains no stream of 
appreciable eroding power. The broad valley can not be 
entirely the work of the present streams. 

The canyons are as a rule proportionate in size to the streams 
by which they are occupied. Most of them are modified by 
glacial features which will be described later, but comparison 
of the glaciated with the unglaciated canyons indicates that 
preglacial stream erosion has been about equal to glacial ero
sion in the canyons where both have been active. The few long 
canyons that have not been glaciated have the moderately steep 
unterraced slopes, the narrow bottoms, and the V-shaped cross 
section that are the result of long~ontinued but still vigorous 
stream erosion. 

A canyon of exceptional character is that of Flint Creek 
between Georgetown Lake and the power house, which has a 
very steep gradient and precipitous rocky sides. This canyon 
is the result of exceptionally rapid erosion, due to glacial 
diversion, in glacial and postglacial time. Narrow trenches 
have been cut in the bottoms of some of the glaciated canyons, 
one on Boulder Creek, attaining a depth of more than 100 
feet. The peculiar course of Blodgett Creek south of George
town Lake is also due to glacial diversion, and the middle part 
of its canyon has a youthful, trenchlike character. 

Vanished glaciers have left their characteristic sculpture on 
the sides of all the peaks and ridges in the quadrangle that 
exceed 8,000 feet in height. They eroded most vigorously 
along their upper parts and deposited most heavily along their 
lowest parts. The deposits they formed are described on pages 
10 and 11; their erosional effects will be briefly indicated here. 

The most striking effect of erosion by these vanished alpine 
glaciers is the formation of cirques-fiat-bottomed basins that 
are open on one side and· surrounded on the other by steep, 
rocky slopes. Their form is conspicuously shown by the con
tours on the topographic map, and the type is exemplified in 
almost ideal simplicity by Finley Basin, at the head of Boulder 
Creek. Some of the cirques are narrower than this basin and 
less distinct from the heads of ul1glaciated stream canyons. 
Others, chiefly in the Anaconda Range, show extreme develop
ment of the characteristic broad, flat floor and high, steep 
walls, evidently a result of especially long and vigorous 
glaciation. 

The canyons dowri which the glaciers moved have some 
features like those of the cirques. Their floors are flatter and 
their sides steeper than those of normal stream-r.arved can
yons; their cross profile and the contours that delineate them 
are U-shaped rather than V-shaped. These features are very 
strongly marked in the canyon of the middle fork of Barker 
Creek, in the Anaconda Range, which is virtually a prolonga
tion of the cirque at its head. A glaciated canyon near 
Philipsburg is that of Fred Burr Creek. Abrupt discontinu
ity with slopes produced by prolonged stream erosion is com
mon to most of the glaciated canyons, as is illustrated by the 
sharp contrast between the gentle slopes about Echo Lake and 
the steep slopes of Flint Creek canyon to the east. 

Characteristic "hanging" minor canyons, due to the greater 
glaciation of the main canyon, occur along Boulder Creek, 
several of whose tributaries plunge abruptly to the main 



stream from valleys several hundred feet higher. Swamp 
Creek, for example, drops 600 feet in the last half mile of its 
course, a height as great as its fall in the 3 miles above the 
point where its grade begins to steepen. Carp Lake, in the 
Anaconda Range, occupies another typical hanging valley. 

Details of glacial sculpture too small to be shown on the 
map a,re no less characteristic than those delineated by the 
contours. The floors of the cirques and the upper parts of 
the glaciated canyons are in large part surfaced with barren 
rock, the harder kinds of which retain the polish and scratches 
produced by moving ice; and the projections of the glaciated 
bedrock surfaces ha ve been rounded off by the grinding action 
of the glaciers. Such evidence of glaciation is wen displayed 
on the high flat ground about Fred Burr Lake, showing that I 

this area was covered by a sheet of ice from which glaciers 
extended in several directions. 

GEOLOGIC HISTORY. 

PROTEROZOIC ERA. 

ALGONKIAN PERIOD. 

The earliest geologic event recorded in the Philipsburg quad
rangle was the deposition of the sands that have since been 
consolidated as the Neihart quartzite. The almost purely 
siliceous character of this formation shows that the sands were 
worked over so thoroughly that nearly all the softer and less 
durable minerals were washed away and the resistant quartz 
left behind. This work could hardly have been done so com
pletely except by the beating of waves on a sea beach. In the 
Neihart epoch, therefore, the region including the Philipsburg 
quadrangle was presumably submerged by a sea a part of 
whose shore remained within or near the quadrangle during 
the long period that was necessary for the accumulation of a 
layer of sand at least 1,000 feet thick. It is probable that the 
earth's crust here subsided considerably 'while the sands were 
accumulating. 

Most of the rocks of the Prichard formatioll were originally 
dark-bluish muds, whose regular banding and fine texture, 
persisting throughout a great area in Montana and Idaho, 
indicate t.hat they were deposit.ed in a body of water that was 
fairly deep and extensive, perhaps sufficiently so to be called 
a sea. The transition from the Neihart to the Prichard forma
tion is therefore the record of continned subsidence of the land 
and a consequent deepening of thfl sea over this area and a 
shifting of the shore line to a considerable distance from the 
quadrangle, and the great thickness and the uniform character 
of the Prichard sediments indicate that gradual subsidence 
continued during most of the time that they represent. The 
presence of quartzitic beds at several horizons shows that the 
water was never very deep. 

The sand of the Ravalli formation, being much less purely 
quartzose than that of the ~ eihal't quartzite, could not have been 
subjected to so much attrition. It was deposited in shallow 
water which, as is shown by the presence of cross bedding in 
some of the sandstone, was agitated in places by currents. 
Such conditions might exist off the shore ,of a sea or a large 
lake or in an estuary. Similar beds in Idaho and western 
Montana that are supposed to be contemporaneous 'with those 
of the Ravalli formation are marked with abundant ripple 
marks and mud cracks, indicating that they were deposited on 
mud flats that must have lain close to dry land and suggesting 
deposition in an estuary. The corresponding strata in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle appear to be a seaward though perhaps 
not strictly marine extension of these beds. The increase in 
the proportion of muddy material contributed to the higher 
beds of the formation may have been due to excess of sub
sidence over sedimentation, but the increase was so gradual 
that it might be explained as the result of diminished erosional 
acti vity of the streams owing to a wearing down of the land 
surface. 

The Newland formation combines a calcareous composition, 
which is most common in sediments deposited in 'water of con
siderable depth, with features that. are plainly due to shallow
water and even subaerial deposition. Its muds and sands were 
laid down in a vast basin, never deeply submerged as a whole, 
a part of which might be covered by water in one year and 
exposed to the air in the next by evaporation or the shifting 
of a stream. The rivers that carried in the sediment prob
ably drained an old land surface from which erosion was 
much in arrears at its task of removing the products of' 
subaerial decay, among which carbonates were abundant. The 
rivers would therefore be abundantly charged with va.rious· 
salts and might deposit a large part of their less soluble 
load, such as the carbonates of lime, magnesia, and iron, 
in a broad, shallow basin from which there was abundant 
evaporation. The absence of gypsum or rock salt from the 

, Newland fonnation might be explained by supposing that the 
basin had an outlet, and that the relation between outflO'l\' 
and evaporation 'wall such as to produce a degree of concen
tration which resulted in the precipitation of carbonates of 
calcium, iron, and magnesium, blit not in that of relatively 
soluble substances. An alternative or supplementary cause 
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of precipitation might be the decay of low aquatic organisms, 
which is capable of precipitating insoluble carbonates from the 
dissolved sulphates. , 

The Spokane forma60n 'has in COUlmon with the Newland, 
though in still more striking development, the features that 
indicate deposition in shallow water or on dry land. On the 
other hand, its differences from the Newland indicate corre
sponding differences in conditions of deposition. 

The virtual absence of lime from the later fonnation might 
bp, the result of continuous drainage toward the ocean. It is 
probable, howeyer, that the riYers of Spokane time were less 
heavily charged with carbonates tha.n those of the preceding 
period. The progressi \Te coarsening of the material deposited 
during the Spokane epoch indicates that the land 'was being 
elevated and that as erosion more and more nearly kept pace 
'with decay, carbonat.es were formed less and less abundantly. 
An arid climate entailing scarcity of vegetation would further 
decrease the rate of carbonation and account for the low 
hydration of the abundant red iron oxide in the Spokane 
formation. The sandstones, which are most abundant in the 
upper part, bear strong marks of current action, indicating 
deposition in flowing rather than stagnant water. 

The formation can be most satisfactorily explained as a 
deposit laid down by the shifting current of a muddy river 
on a vast subsiding delta plain. At any given time a large 
part of such a plain would be dotted with shallow lagoons 
and other parts would be wholly dry, and the beds of newly 
desiccated ponds would be covered with upcurled flakes of 
s11100th red mud. Small fragments of this mud, made brittle 
by the sun, would become loosened and mingle 'with the wind
blown sand to form a peculiar sandstone, such as is described 
on page 5. 

PALEOZOIC ERA. 

The unconformity between the Algonkian and Qam brian 
strata, which is general throughout the Rocky Mountain region 
and especially distinct in the Philipsburg quadrangle, records 
earth movement and erosion that probably occurred in ea.rly 
Cambrian time. The deposition of the Belt series was termi
nated by extensive upheaval and warping of the crust. A 
vast area was thus exposed to erosion, gradually stripped of a 
layer of' rock whose thickness amounted in places to several 
thousand feet, and finally reduced to rather low relief. 

This long period of erosion was followed in Middle Cambrian 
time by an invasion of the sea, due to a gradual subsidence 
of the land tha.t seems to ha\'e begun at the east and to 
have moved west'ivard. At first the sea was shallow, and its 
earliest deposits were beach sands represented by the Flathead 
quartzite. The waves were in places vigorous enough to pluck 
fairly large fragments of Algonkian sandstone from the shore 
and shape them into pebbles and cobbles. 

As the sea became deeper, glauconitic greensands, repre
sented by the lower part of the Silver Hill formation, and 
lilllY muds, represented by its upper part, were successively 
deposited. They in turn were covered with limy ooze, almost 
free from earthy material, represented by the lower member 
of' the Hasmark formation, which mLlst ha\'e been deposited in 
fairly deep water at considerable distance from shore. Similar 
conditions existed during most of the remainder of Cambrian 
time, but they were not continuous. The shale beds that 
alternate with the Cambrian limestone are probably due to 
uphea\'als that'stimulated erosion on the land and brought the 
shore line nearer to the Bite of deposition, so that the vmters 
occupying the Philipsburg region were muddy. A somewhat 
greater upheav\ll in late Cambrian or post-Cambrian time is 
indicated by the sandy character of the lower part of the 
~.faywood formatioll, whose ferruginous and sandy limestones 
are such as might have been laid down in a shallow inland sea. 

It is uncertain whethe~ or not the Philipsburg quadrangle 
became a land area between the deposition of the Red Lion 
formation and that of the Maywood. But the absence of 
strata between the 1faywood, which may be Upper Cambrian, 
and the Deyonian Jefferson limestone, and, still more defi
nitely, the local conglomerate at the base of the Jefferson, 
indicate that during some part of the interval between the 
Cambrian and Devonian periods the Philipsburg region stood 
above sea level and underwent erosion. Its elevation was not 
accompanied by tilting, for no angular unconformity has been 
produced. 

Early in Devonian time the land was depressed, apparently 
with some rapidity, so that deep-sea conditions soon super
vened, and they persis;ted long enough to allow the accumula
tion of about 1,000 feet of limestone containing marine fossils. 
No clear local evidence indicates any complete interruption 
of sedimentation prior to the beginning of Mississippian time, 
but the ab"ence of any beds demonstrably corresponding to 
the Threeforks formation, which represents the Upper Devo
nian in central Montana, suggests the possibility that the area 
included within the quadrangle was land in late Devonian 
time. 

The :Mississippian epoch was the last in which the oceanic 
conditions requisite to the deposition of relatively pure lime-

stone were long maintained. About 1,500 feet of this material, 
rich in corals and shells of the mollusks and brachiopods which 
abounded in the waters of the Mississippian sea, was deposited'. 

The sharp lithologic distinction between the Madison 
limestone and the basal part of the Pennsylvanian Quadrant 
formation is evidence that they were deposited under very 
different conditions, and that the change was rather sudden. 
The inequalities in the thickness of the Madison limestone 
and of the lower member of the Quadrant make it even 
appear probable that there was an interval of ermlion between 
the two formations. The red shales and impure limestones 
of the lower member of the Quadrant have yielded marine 
organic remains; but these forms were probably not oceanic. 
Their lithologic character suggests that the beds were laid 
down in some inland sea subject to much evaporation, a 
hypothesis confirmed by the finding of gypsum beds and 
molds of salt crystals in the similar rocks of the Quadrant 
formation in the Great Falls region. 

The quartzites of the upper part of the Quadrant are probably 
beach deposits, superposed upon the fine-grained rocks of the 
lower member after an interval of erosion, for continuous 
deposition would have been recorded by a gradual instead of 
an absolutely abrupt lithologic transition. It therefore may 
be supposed that the inland sea of early Quadrant time was 
filled or upheaved and its bed, after a brief period of erosion, 
again invaded by the sea, whose advancing margin gradually 
covered the surface with a layer of beach sands. An inter
lude in these conditions is represented by the calcareous and 
phosphatic beds between the quartzite strata. The carbonate 
and the oolitic phosphate of lime are presumably chemical 
precipitates and are most likely to have been formed in a 
shallo'w inclosed sea. The wide expanse and the unbroken 
continuity of the phosphate beds in this region indicates that 
the sea extended continuously oyer a large part of Montana, 
Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming. 

MESOZOIC ERA. 

About the close of Paleozoic time, or in the early part of 
the Mesozoic era, the sea bottom was again upheaved and 
exposed to erosion. The absence of Triassic deposits from 
the Philipsburg area may mean that it was a land surface 
during the Triassic period 01' that Triassic deposits were laid 
down and aftenvard removed. The local absence of the upper 
quartzitic stratum at the Rock Creek locality may be due to 
this post-Carboniferous erosion, which accounts, at any rate, 
for the presence of chert. pebbles in the Ellis formation. Dur
ing the part of Jurassic time represented by this formatioll the 
region was covered by sea water of' rather slight depth. That 
the shore can not have been remote is attested by the conglom
eratic nature of some of the beds a.nd the presence of much 
ea.rthy matter even in the limestone. 

The sea bottom upon which the Ellis formation-and possi
bly some later deposits that have since been removed-had 
been laid down became a land area. in early Cretaceous time 
and then became the site of fresh-water deposition. The large 
area in Montana and the adjoining part of Canada which was 
o\'erlain by the Kootenai formation was perhaps never covered 
by one continuous lake but appears to have been a great inte
rior basin, occupied partly by lakes and partly by marshes 
and river flood plains. In the marshes peat was formed which 
later solidified into beds of' coal that are characteristic of the 
formation in many areas, though not, so far as known, in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle. The mud breccias and related fea
tures were found on mud flats which were not necessarily of 
great extent. Limestone beds reprcsent marr deposited on the 
bottoms of lakes, the later of which contained abundant fresh
water snails and clams. 

As a part of Cretaceous time intervening between the 
Kootenai and Colorado epochs is not represented in the 
Philipsburg quadrangle, the region must have been upheaved 
and eroded within that interval. After having thus become 
land, the region was once more submerged beneath the' sea., 
whose first deposits consisted of black mud which has solidi
fied as the shaly lower member of the Colorado formation. 
'1'he sediments contained much carbonaceous matter, which 
in places outside the quadr'angle formed layers of sufficient 
puritv to constitute coal beds. The coarseness of the later 
beds "m'apped as Colorado in this area indicates a shallowing of 
the sea by sedimentation or upheaval. 

CENOZOIC ERA. 

TERTIARY PERIOD. 

The pre-Tertiary history of the region, a relatively monot
onous story of sedimentation occasionally interrupted by 
upheaval, erosion, and resubmergence, must be read almost 
wholly from a succession of stratified rocks. The history of 
the comparatively brief time embraced in the Tertiary period 
was far more eventful and its record far more complex. The 
earth's crust, which had been comparatively stable during 
Algonkian, Paleozoic, and Mesozoic time, was repeatedly 
crumpled, broken, or tilted in the Tertiary, and the record 



of these events is found in the geologic structure. In Ter
tiary and Quaternary time the region was chiefly land exposed 
to erosion, which is recorded in sculpture as well as in deposits. 
Igneous activities, which had been almost wholly dormant 
before, became vigoI"9usly active during a large part of the 
Tertiary period and are recorded by bodies of intrusive rock, 
lava flows, and pyroclastic deposits. 

This varied record is capable of yielding a fuller knowledge 
of the later history than can be attained concerning the earlier, 
but it is hardly feasible in default. of special studies not yet 
made to narrate the Cenozoic events in chronologic sequence 
nor fully to decipher the interrelations of igneous, orogenic, 
and sculptural agencies. It is therefore convenient to employ 
a topical division of the general subject, and to discuss in turn 
(1) deformation, (2) igneous intl'Usion, (3) volcanic eruptions, 
(4) physiographic development. It is necessary, however, in 
discussing each agency, to make some reference to others which 
it influenced 01' by which it was influenced. 

The great upheavals that gave birth to the Rocky Mountains 
started near the beginning of the Tertiary period. The strata 
were then thrown iuto folds, and at the same time the surface 
was probably upheaVed as a whole, but the upheaval was 
greater in the western part of the Rockies than in the eastern 
part of the Great Plains. The margin of the more elevated 
area was r,ubject to strain, which finally produced extensive 
north-south fissures with a gentle westward dip. These fis
sures afforded a means of relieving lateral pressure, by the 
thrusting of the more elevated western mass over the lower 
mass on the east. Thus the Phili.psburg thrust zone, the 
Lewis overthrust near the international boundary, the Bannock 
overthrust in southeastern Idaho, and other connecting links 
and continuations not yet found, were probably formed almost 
simultaneously. Thrusts in other directions, exemplified on 
Mount Haggin and near Lost Creek, probably occurred at 
about the same time. 

Thrust faulting, however, did not fully satisfy the compres
sive forces that had come into play. It was possibly brought 
to an end by warping of the thrust planes with consequent 
increase of friction. At any rate, folding was renewed, and 
strongly affected the overthrusts as well as the strat.& j the 
thrust planes were bent into well defined folds, and even over
turned in places. 

Simultaneously with the great thrust faults and the folds, 
mino!,' thrust faults and probably even normal faults were 
formed, but most of the normal faults, which were probably 
the result of tension, were subsequent to the features that are 
clearly the result of compression. 

After the great deformation was accomplished there occurred 
some feebler crustal movements, attested by shearing and fault
ing of intrusive rocks, minor faulting and folding of the earlier 
gravels, and tilting of the peneplain surfaces and some of 
the later gravels. The earliest of these deformations were 
undoubtedly those that principally affected the intrusive rocks. 
The tilting of early gravels and peneplain surfaces came 
somewhat later, and ·a tilting of some of the terrace gravels 
wall probably the latest crustal movement of which there is a 
legible record. There are indications that the broad depres
sions are in part the result of down warping of· the crust. 
Among these indications are the coincidence of these valleys 
with axes of folding, their lack of branches coordinate with 
them in size, and incongruities of drainage with relief that will 
be touched on later. 

With the exception of a few basic sills, injected prior to any 
strong folding, the intrusive rocks that form so large a part 
of' the Anaconda and Flint Creek ranges were intruded either 
during the period of strong deformation or just after its close. 
Evidence observed within the quadrangle (see pp. 11 and 12) 
shows pretty conclusively that all the batholithic intrusions 
were post-Colorado and pre-Miocene, but the period of intrusion 
may have extended over much of late Cretaceous and early 
Tertiary time. That the period was long is indicated by the 
great difference iu the amount of shearing that has been 
undergone by adjoining intrusive bodies and by the rather 
numerous sequence of intrusions observed in some places. 
Even more definite proof is found in the northeastern part 
of the quadrangle. The structural relations of the Royal batho
lith indicate that it was intruded long before the folding was 
complete and that it was strongly sheared after .solidification j 
the Mount Powell batholith, on the other hand, has not been 
sheared and presumably solidified after most of the deformation 
of the pre-Tertiary rocks had been accomplished. 

The order in which the several kinds of magma were intruded 
is not fully known. Observations in the Anaconda and Flint 
Creek ranges have virtually proved the following sequence: 
(1) Diabase and other basic sms, (2) acidic diorite of Mount 
Haggin and other places, (3) nonporphyritic muscovite-biotite 
granite, (4) acidic granodiorite, (5) porphyritic biotite granite, 
(6) porphyritic muscovite-biotite granite. Of the position of 
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the mea.ium and basic granodiorites tha.t are so abundant 
nothing is known except that the granodiorite of Storm 
Lake is later than the acidic diorite. So much is prob
ably true of all the granodiorites, and it may even be con
jectured that all but the most acidic are nearly contem
poraneous, for although the range of composition shown by 
the rocks mapped in the same color as the granodiorite of 
Storm Lake is wide it is not more so than that which 
is commonly found in a single intrusion of this rather 
variable species. It may be conjectured for the satne 
ground that these granodiorites are closely related in genesis 
to the Boulder batholith. Another large intrusive mass of 
doubtful age is the Royal batholith. It is evidently among 
the oldest. The relative age of many of the minor intrusions 
is indeterminable. 

The intrusion of large masses of magma caused extensive 
alterations in the sedimentary rocks. Heat was conducted to 
,these directly and conveyed by fluids given off by the magmas, 
and any water originally contained in the sediments at the 
time of intrusion was heated and set in vigorous circulation. 
The gases given off by the magmas certainly included much 
chlorine, 80me fluoriue and boron, and probably water vapor. 
The heating and solvent action of the circulating water and 
the chemical activity of magmatic gases caused the original 
constituents of the rocks to form new combinations. The 
rocks assumed crystalline textures and as a rule became much 
ha.rder. Less conspicuous alterations were produced in the 
oldest basic igneous rocks. 

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS. 

Most of the volcanic eruptions whose products are found in 
the Philipsburg quadrangle occurred in the Miocene epoch, 
though the earliest may have occurred in the Eocene. They 
appear to have been considerably later than any of the impor
tant intrusions, none of which probably reached the sur
face. The lavas welled up in comparatively quiet fashion, 
but the tuffs and volcanic ash are the product of explosive 
eruptions, whose vigor may be appreciated from the large size 
of the blocks found in the tuffs of the southeastern part of 
the quadrangle. 

The situation of the Tertiary volcanoes that gave forth these 
materials is somewhat conjectural, but it is certain that some 
stood near Anaconda. This fact is indicated by the abun
dance and ('..oarseness of the fragmental volcanic rocks in the 
southeastern part of the quadrangle, which can not have been 
blown so far from their source as the much finer volcanic ash 
that lies in the Philipsburg and Rock Creek valleys. More
over, volcanic pipes filled with solidified lava may actually be 
seen just east of the quadrangle, near the Washoe smelter. 
Erosion and deposition were active during and between the 
eruptions, which must have been somewhat intermittent and 
largely determined the present form of the volcanic deposits. 
Showers of tuff were spread over hills and valleys in sheets 
of nearly even thickness) but winds and waters must soon 
have concentrated most of the finer material in the depres
sions, where some of it undoubtedly was deposited in a dry 
condition, some was alTRnged by streams and some settled in 
lakes. The coarsest material must have been the least sub
ject to redistribution, but the abundance of andesitic gravel 
near ,Anaconda indicates that much coarse tuff was transported 
for some distance by streams. 

PHYSIOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT. 

Ever since ~he. Tertiary upheaval parts of the quadrangle 
have been undergoing erosion. The thickness of rock thus 
removed must amount to at least 20,000 feet where the oldest 
strata are exposed, and the average for the quadrangle as a 
whole can hardly be l .. s than 10,000 feel. Most of the 
products of this erosion were evidently carried far away, and 
the oldest surfaces now extant were carved after the greater 
part of it had been accomplished. They are later than the 
intrusive rocks but are older than the volcanic rocks. 

The older sculptural features are the flat upland surfaces, 
which, for the sake of simplicity, may be regarded as one, and 
the bedrock slopes of the broader valleys. The relative age 
of these two topographic types, which are of regional develop
ment) may conceivably be explained according to either of the 
following hypothes .. : 

(1) A rugged topography was produced by erosion in early 
Tertiary time. The entire surface was then brought near to a 
common level partly by erosion of the uplands and partly by 
filling of depressions with detrital and pyroclastic deposits. 
The bedrock valleys, which, according to this hypothesis, 
would be older than the peneplain, have been largely cleared 
of their soft filling, whereas the harder upland surfaces have 
been much less reduced. 

(2) The region was reduced to low relief early in the 
Tertiary period; erosion was then invigorated. by upheaval or 
otherwise, and broad valleys were sunk in the upland surface or 
peneplain. The valleys were subsequently filled wholly or in 
part with gravel, volcanic ash, etc. The valleys would thus be 
younger than the plateau-like remnants of the old flat surface. 

The second hypoth .. is appears to be best supported. The 
course of Tertiary erosion and deposition may, then, be tenta
tively outlined as follows: 

The land upheaVed by the Tertiary revolution was vigorously 
attacked by streams. It was carved into a bold topography, of 
which all traces have been obliterated, for erosion proceeded 
until the mountains were reduced to a rolling plain dotted 
with hilla. While the uplands were being reduced the prod
ucts of erosion were being deposited in the broadening valleys. 
Some of the highest flat surfaces and some of the earlier 
gra vels doubtless belong to this period. 

Then followed the deformation and upheaval recorded in 
the tilted attitude of the earlier gra vels and the warped pene
plain surfaces. The broad valleys were probably formed at 
this time, in part perhaps by down-warping but certainly in 
part by erosion, which was stimulated by the uphea val. 

In Oligocene and Miocene time the depressions were partly 
or completely filled with lava, tuff, volcanic ash, and detrital 
material. The basins were probably occupied in part by lakes, 
for some ponding of drainage must inevitably have attended 
the outpouring of volcanic material. 

It was after the basins were thus filled that most of the 
erosion of the mountain canyons was accomplished. Mere 
cessation of volcanic eruptions of tuff, which formed. a pro
tective blanket, renewed at intervals, would have sufficed to 
make erosion more etrective, but erosion was· also stimulated by 
deformation. Slow rising of mountain ridges against streams 
of established course may be one of the reasons why many 
streams in this region emerge from basin valleys through deep 
gorges rather than through more open passes. Thus Philips
burg Valley drains northward through a canyon instead of 
southward through the lowest part of its bedrock lim; and 
Henderson Gulch, cutting eastward through a bold ridge, 
takes part of the drainage of an old valley whose natural out
let would appear to be northward. These phenomena may 
be due, however, to another cause. From basins that were 
completely filled with sediments the streams might escape 
through any gap in the rim, coincident or not with the old 
exit, that was no higher than the level to which the sediments 
had accumulated, and 8S they in the process sank they would 
cut narrow gorges in- the hard rocks and wide valleys in the 
soft materials. 

In any case, a broad layer of the volcanic ash was removed 
from the valleys by post-Miocene erosion. In a comparatively 
short time, however, the valleys became areas of deposition, 
while vigorous erosion continued in the mountains, and a part 
of the gta vel was spread out over the valley floors, remnants of 
which now form the higher terraces. 

Even these terraces, probably of Pliocene age, appear to 
have been deformed. Their general dip toward the axis of 
the valleys is due partly, of course, to the fact that the small 
streams and rills deposit most heavily at their first emergence 
into the broad valleys, but the position of· the patch of gravel 
7 miles west by north of Philipsburg seems best explained 
as the result of warping, which must once more have accelerated 
erosion in the uplands. 

QUA.TEBiNARY PERIOD. 

In early Quaternary time, when the relief in its larger 
features was similar to what it is now and the mountains were 
somewhat higher, the ~limate became much colder and the 
precipitation heavier than it had been before. Both topo
graphic and climatic conditions were very similar to those that 
now exist in the CaBadian Rockies, and resulted in the forma
tion of glaciers resembling those now found in that regiori~ 
From a hundred. sources on the lofty peaks and ridges the ice 
flowed down the canyons eroded by preglacial streams, and 
many joined each other to form trunk glaciers. These melted 
more and more rapidly as they descended into warmer air 
and terminated in the broad valleys, where they had so 
Httle protection fr~m the sun's rays that the rate of melting 
balanced the rate of supply from the cold uplands. A 
copious stream of water, milky with ground rock, issued from 
the foot of each glacier and spread mud and gravel upon the 
valley floors below. 

The climate then grew warmer, causing the glaciers gradually 
to shrink and finally to vanish, so that conditions were similar 
to those of to-day. Stream erosion and the agents of disinte
gration and decay softened the old glacial sculpture, and in 
large part removed its moraines. But glacial conditions were 
to come and to vanish at least once more, perhaps several times, 
though positive evidence of more than two glaciations has not 
been found in this quadrangle. The moraines and sculpture 
of the later glaciation, which was probably somewhat less 
extensive than the greatest of the earlier, are almost intact, 
and the great disparity in preservation between the earlier and 
later deposits makes it appear that much more time intervened 
between the two---or the last two-glacial stages than has 
elapsed since thE last glaciers were at their maximum. This 
later period was largely occupied by the slow, vacillating 
retreat of the glaciers, remnants of which may have lingered 
in the shady cirques until a comparatively recent date. 



A collateral effect of glaciation in both periods ·was the 
ponding and diversion of drainage. 'Vhile the glaciers were 
largest, ice dams retained extensive lakes in Philipsburg Valley. 
and the basin now occupied by the Georgetown reservoir. 
Philipsburg Valley drained through its former outlet when 
the ice dam was ,yithdrawn, but the glacial Georgetown Lake 
had made itself a new outlet before this occurred, and the 
drainage which had so long been barred from its natural egress 
toward the east was transferred to the western slope of the 
Flint Creek Range. The history illustrated by these two 
examples was paralleled by that of small st.reams that drained 
into canyons usurped by glaciers. 

The relatively small amount of erosion that has taken place 
in the region since the final disappearance of the glaciers is 
indicated by the slight extent 10 which the records of the last 
glaciation are defaced: the moraiues in general show little 
erosion, and large areas of glaciated bedrock retain their 
glacial polish. The most conspicuous postglacial change in 
the cirques has been the accumulation of talus, composed chiefly 
of blocks riven by frost from cliffs of jointed rock. Lower 
down the streams have in places sharply intrenched the floors 
of the glaciated canyons. Still lower, in parts of the valleys 
encumbered with moraines that have impounded the streams, 
alluviation has been more active than erosion and has begun 
to fill the hollows among the moraines. Long after the with
drawal of the ice these hollows must have been thickly studded 
with small lakes, a few of \vhich still remain. Alluviation 
has been active in the valleys beyond the moraines, in post
glacial as well as glacial time. The early Quaternary stream 
gravels, ho,vever, have been intrenched and form terraces. 

METALLIFEROUS MINERAL RESOURCES. 

By W. H. EMMONS. 

The ore deposits of the Philipsburg quadrangle are treated 
fully in Professi.onal Paper 78 of the United States Geological 
Survey. In this folio the nature and occurrence of the ores 
are discussed briefly and the conclusions regarding their genesis 
are summarized. The detailed descriptions of mining distlicts 
and of mines in Professional Paper 78 are not repeated, and 
much descriptive matter upon which conclusions are based is 
either omitted or briefly outlined. 

HISTORY. 

The first 'workable placers discovered in Montana were found 
on Gold Creek, a few miles north of' this quadrangle, by James 
and Gran ville Stuart, who, in 1862, built sluice boxes and took 
out a small amount of gold near the present site of Pioneer. 
A year later the deposits of Alder Gulch, 100 miles southeast, 
were discovered and this led to the founding of Virginia City. 
Stimulated by success at Alder Gulch many parties were 
organized for prospecting. In the few years following lodes 
were discovered in' a majority of the mining districts which 
subsequently proved important sources of' the metals. The 
first lode discovered in the Philipsburg quadrangle 'was that 
of the Hope mine, found by Horton in 1864. Soon afterward 
the Trout, Algonkian, and other lodes were located. The Cable 
mine was discovered in 1866. The Hope mill, one of the 
oldest in Montaua and still in operation, was built in 1867. 
Placer deposits were worked at Henderson (Emmettsburg), 
Cable, Gold Creek, a,nd Georgetown but were much less pro
ductive than the lode deposits. The Granite Mountain mine, 
financed by C. D. McLure and associates, was opened in the 
early eighties and for seveml years paid about $2,000,000 
dividends gnnual1y. The Bimetallic mine, located on the 
same lode and controlled largely by the same interests, was 
opened soon after the Granite Mountain and was in success
ful opemtion for several years. The two mines were consoli
dated in 1898 as the Granite-Bimetallic Consolidated Mining 
Co. These camps reached the zenith of their prosperity from 
1881 to 1893, when the larger ore shoots of the Granite
Bimetallic, Hope, Combination, Pyrenees, and Cable mines 
were uncovered. At this time Philipsburg was one of the 
most important silver camps of the United States. With the 
completion of the Northern Pacific Railway in 1883 and the 
Philipsburg branch in 1887 mining costs were greatly reduced 
and the companies were enabled to' pay a larger percentage of 
their receipts to the stockholders. The total production of the 
mines of the quadrangle, as nearly as can be estimated, is 
$50,000,000, of which about 80 per cent is silver and nearly 
all the remainder gold. Most of this metal has been won from 
the ores by roasting with salt and by pan amalgamation. 

THE ORES. 

Some of the ores carry, besides gold and silver, small amounts 
of copper and lead. Amalgamating methods do not save the 
copper and lead, but some part of these metals is recovered 
from such ore as is shipped to smelters. Low-grade ore of the 
Cable mine recently smelted at Anaconda was more valuable 
for copper than for gold. The deposits of magnetic iron have 
been utilized for flux at several Montana smelters and a few 
hundred tons are still shipped annually. 
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The manganese deposits in the area east of Philipsburg, 
which in part at least are the gossans of rhodochrosite deposits, 
have been mined for flux, and a few cars have been shipped to 
steel manufacturers. Portions of the silver-gold lodes near 
Philipsburg calTY considerable zinc blende, which is not at 
present utilized. 

OCCURRENCE AND DISTRIBUTION m' THE OREIi!. 

Metalliferous deposits are distributed over a large part of the 
quadrangle but are most numerous in the northern and' north
eastern portions. The Flint Creek mining district, which 
includes the Granite-Bimetallic, Hope, and 6ther mines, is the 
most important, but the Georgetown (Cable)" Black Pine 
(Combination), and the Boulder Creek districts have each 
yielded considerable gold or silver. In the Anaconda Range, 
in the southeastern part of the quadrangle, there are small 
quartz veins, but no profitable deposits have been found. 

The quadrangle is an area of sedimentary rocks intricately 
folded, faulted, and intruded by granitic rocks. The deposits 
occur in both sedimentary and igneous rocks. Most of those 
in sedimentary rocks are confined to the vicinity of igneous 
intrusions. The most productive deposits are not more than a 
mile from such contacts. Since all of the consolidated sedi
mentary rocks are older than the intrusive rocks and older 
than the deposits, the latter may at favorable places be found 
in any of the Paleozoic or Mesozoic formations. 

The Philipsburg batholith, which is of granodiorite and one 
of the largest bodies of intrusive rock in this area, is bounded 
nearly everywhere by sedimentary rocks, which at places near 
the contact are greatly metamorphosed, The granodiorite and 
the sedimentary rocks near by are cut by fissure veins and on 
Hope Hill valuable bedding-plane deposits are developed in 
the limestones. In the Red Lion district north of Georgetown 
gold-bearing veins cut the limestone near the granodiorite. 
Except some replacement deposits of magnetite, no contact 
metamorphic deposits are de\'eloped near this batholith. The 
Cable batholith is somewhat similar in lithologic character to 
the Philipsburg batholith but is smaller. Valuable gold 
deposits are found in limestones near the contacts. Of these 
the Cable ores are intergrown with calcite, magnetite, pyrrho
tite, and other minerals, and are presumed to be of contact
metamorphic origin. The ores of the Southern Cross and 
other mines near by are replacement veius in limestone. In the 
northeast corner of the quadrangle there is another large area 
of granitic rock which, like the intruded sediments near by, 
is cut by numerous gold and silver veins. The Queen and 
Bunker Hill mines, in the northern part of the quadrangle, 
are in limestone near intruding granite. The Combination 
mine in quartzite, some 3 or 4 miles southwest, is about Ii 

mile from a dike of quartz porphyry. 

THE FISSURES. 

The fissures which cut the rocks of the quadrangle are 
believed to have been formed by relief from compressive 
stresses. They may be divided into two groups-those which 
were formed before the ore was deposited and which there
fore may contain veins, and those were formed after the ores 
were deposited and which may brecciate or cut across and 
displace veins. A large number of fissures are not miner
alized and these include faults of great throw. Four of the 
vein deposits fill fault fissures on which the movement was 
considerable, but none of t.hese deposits that have been yet 
exploited are of great value, and most of the ore-bearing 
fissures have no measurable displacement. The mineralized 
fissures of the, quadrangle strike toward all points of the 
compass and taken all together do not fall into well-defined 
coordinate groups, but there is a marked parallelism for the 
fissures of restricted areas, as in the mineralized area east of 
Philipsburg. A~ a number of places, notably at the Hope, 
Combination, and Headlight mines, the deposits are crossed by 
fissures and have been faulted since they were formed, but in 
general the throw of these faults is not great. At least 90 per 
cent of the postmineral faults are of the normal type, implying 
a down throw of the hanging wall. 

CLASSES OF DEPOSITS. 

Types disariminated.-The ore deposits of the quadrangle 
are: 

A. Deposits filling fissures. 
1. Silver-bearing veins in granite. 
2. Gold-bearing veins in granite. 
3. Silver-bearing veins in quartzite. 
4. Gold-bearing veins and sheeted zones in quartzites. 

B. Replacement deposits related to fissures or to bedding 
planes. 

5. Sil ver-bearingreplacement veins in sedimentary rocks. 
6. Silver deposits in bedding planes of calcareous rocks. 
7. Gold-bearing replacement veins in sedimentary rocks. 

C. ,Replacement deposits of contact-metamorphic origin. 
8. Gold-copper deposits. 
9. Magnetite deposits. 

D. Gold placers. 

Fissure veins.-The silver-bearing veins in granite include 
the deposits of the Granite-Bimetallic, Hobo, Silver Chief, 
Mitchell, and other mines. The outcrops of these deposits 
are usually lean, but some siliceous rock stained with iron and 
manganese oxides, horn silver, and silver-bearing lead car
bonate may form in the gossan. The upper parts of these 
lodes contain very little gold. Some of these deposits, notably 
the Granite-Bimetallic lode, have been greatly fractured fi!ince 
they were deposited and show unmistakable evidence of down
ward enrichment. The upper zone of the Granite-Bimeta'llic 
lode, extending from the outcrop to a depth of 10 feet to about 
400 feet below the surface, is leached of much of its valuable 
content and below this zone to a depth of about 800 feet lies a 
zone ot rich oxidized and rich sulphide ore. The rich sulphide 
ore is composed of primary low-grade sulphide ore cut by 
numerous veinlets which are filled with ruby silver and other 
minerals .. Below this zone the primary sulphide ore is rela~ 
tively low grade. The most favorable depth for prospecting 
these lodes is from 200 to 500 feet below the surface for veins 
which are highly fractured. 

The gold-bearing' veins in granite 'include the Royal, Sun
day, Pyrenees, Luxemourg, anti. other lodes. The outcrops are 
siliceous iron-stained rocks, -generally carrying little or nO 
manganese. Some of these are simple fissure fillings and some 
are composed of se\'eral small, closely spaced veins which form 
sheeted zones. There is no clear evidence of enrichment of 
these deposits except residually, through oxidation, by which the 
upper zones of the veins become proportionally richer through 
the re'mova.l of sulphur and part of the iron of the primary 
ore. Some of the ore shoots are related to intersections of 
veins. The most favorable places to prospect the gold veins 
are at intersections and in the upper zones of veins at a depth 
from 10 to 200 feet below the surface. 

The silver-bearing ,'eins in quartzite include the deposits of 
the Combination, Albion, and Powell mines. The Combina
tion vein fills a fissure in qnartzite of the Spokane formation 
and is oriented approximately with the bedding. These depos
its are highly siliceous and therefore weather slowly, and their 
apices are likely to be indicated by outcropping quartz or by 
loose quartz debris, but the outcrops seldom form reefs above 
the surrounding country. The ore is of low grade except 
'where it has been shattered and enriched by secondary proc
esses. Some of these deposits have been faulted since they 
were formed and generally the down throw is on the hanging
wall side. 

The gold-bearing veins in quartzite are numerous, but their 
production has been small. 'Some of them are sheeted zones. 
As a rule the ore is quartz and pyrite, but at' the Golden Eagle 
mine free gold with tourmaline gangue fills thin joint fissures 
in quartzite. 

Replacement veins.-The silyer-bearing replacement veins in 
sedimentary rocks include the deposits of the Trout, Black
mail, Headlight, and other mines. These veins fill the same 
set of fissures as those 'which were filled by the sil ver-bearing 
veins in granite and the ore is closely similar. In the calcare
ous rocks, however, the veins are of the replacement type and 
are much less regular in shape than those of the silver veins 
in granite. The silver veins of both these groups have been 
opened since they ·were formed and waters rich in manganese 
carbonate have deposited much rhodochrosite in fractures and 
around tlle fragments of more siliceous ore. Where the coun
try rock was limestone it has been extensively replaced by 
manganese carbonate. 

The silver deposits in bedding planes of calcareous rocks 
include the ore bodies of Hope Hill and several smaller depos
its in the valley of Warm Spring Creek. The deposits are 
highly siliceous and as they occur in soluble rocks they may 
have conspicuous outcrops. The are shoots are related to 
fissures, to bedding planes, to thin beds of intercalated shale, 
and to' saddles or minor anticlines. The extent to which 
these deposits have been enriched by secondary process is 
not fully understood, but where horn silver is present it 
appears to have been formed most extensively within 200 feet 
of the surface. 

The gold-bearing replacement veins include the Southern 
Cross, Red Lion, Hannah, and other deposits, principally in 
the Cambrian dolomites. They usually outcrop as soft ferru
ginous iron-stained rock which carries considerable quartz. 
These deposits are similar ih their general features to the 
silver-bearing replacement veins, but the tabular form is not 
so evident in most of them. Many are oriented approximately 
with the bedding planes of the country rocks. Some of the 
largest ore bodies occur at intersectiolls of fissures, and sllch 
places should be regarded as favorable ones for prospecting. 
Most of the deposits of the group have been disturbed and 
fissured since deposition, and surface waters have had free 
access to them. Most of the richest ore lies at It depth of 
10 to 100 feet below the surface and at some places extends 
at least 250 feet below the surface. Some of these veins 
contain pYlThotite, magnetite, and specularite, and this group 
of minerals indicates that such veins were formed nnder con
siderable pressure or at high temperature. 



Contact deposits. - The contact-metamorphic gold-copper 
deposits are in highly metamorphosed calcareous rocks near 
their contact with the granite of the Cable batholith. The ore 
is composed of calcite, quartz, sericite, chlorite, pyrite, chalco
pyrite, magnetite, pyrrhotite, and other minerals, with which 
free gold is intimately associated. During the metamorphism 
of the country rock the gold was deposited presumably by the 
aqueous solutions which were given off from the igneous rock. 

Contact-metamorphic deposits of magnetic iron are found at 
a number of places neal' Philipsburg, Cable, and in Olson 
Gulch. These ores are associated with calcite, diopside, scapo
lite, forsterite, garnet, actinolite, and other minerals of contact
metamorphic origin. The magnetite was deposited through 
replacement of limestone by solutions given off by cooling 
igneous rocks near by. These deposits are primary and are 
not to be regarded as the gossans of sulphide deposits. 

GENESIS OF THE ORES. 

As shown in the account of the geologic history a long period 
of sedimentation began in pre-Cambrian time and extended 
through the Mesozoic era. After the Mesozoic rocks were 
deposited igneous intrusions broke through the sedimentary 
rocks and formed the great batholiths. The sedimentary rocks 
were metamorphosed by the intruding igneous rocks and at 
some places garnet, tremolite, actinolite, and other contact-meta
morphic minerals were formed. At this time the gold-copper 
contact-metamorphic ores of the Cable mine and large bodies 
of magnetite were deposited by solutions emanating from the 
cooling intrusions. Some of the gold-bearing replacement 
veins were formed at about the same time. After the granite 
had solidified, compressive stresses were set up and fissures 
were formed in the intrusive masses and in the sedimentary 
rocks near by. These were filled by metalliferous solutions 
that carried an excess of silica, alkaline carbonates, and sul
phides. Sericite, calcite, pyrite, and other minerals were 
deposited in the wall rock by processes of hydrothermal meta
morphism. The solutions were ascending. The deposits they 
formed were very extensive vertically and where the country 
rock was limestone and this was gently flexed the anticlinal 
folds were the most extensively replaced by ore; where shale 
beds were interstratified with limestone the ore was in some 
places deposited below the bed of shale, but not abo\'e it. 
In the Granite mine there is evidence that the richest ore 
shoots are related to junctions of fissures, where presumably 
the mingling of solutions was a favorable factor. The great
est enrichment is above approximately horizontal junctions. 
Approximately vertical junctions do not seem to have been 
influential in the process of enrichment. Such relations of 
the enriched portions of the lodes suggest ascending waters and 
give additional weight to the evidence afforded by the relation 
of ore shoots to beds of shale and other structural features. 
The ore deposits are more numerous in the igueous rocks and 
in the sedimentary rocks near igneous contacts than at a dis
tance from such contacts, and the important bodies of ore so 
far as known are limited to such positions. This distribution 
indicates that the ore deposits are conditioned upon the pres
ence of the igneous rock and suggests tht! probability that the 
ascending waters were solutions given off from the intrusives 
which are exposed, or from deeper unexposed igneous rocks. 

AGE. 

Since the intrusive rocks to which the ores are' genetically 
related cut late Cretaceous strata, the ores are younger than 
these be(ls. They were therefore formed in very late Creta
ceous or in Tertiary time. It has been shown that some of the 
deposits 'were probably formed 7,000 feet below the surface at 
the time of deposition, consequently there must have been con
siderable erosion since the ores were deposited. The Miocene 
beds, which are generally flat-lying, are, as shown on preceding 
pages, bter than the period of profound fissuring and erupti ye 
Hctivity and later therefore than the ore deposits. These facts 
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show that the deposits were formed not later than early Ter
tiary (Eocene), and as there was much erosion before the Mio
cene beds were laid down the ores were probably deposited not 
later than the earlier part of the Eocene. 

-PLACER DEPOSITS. 

The placer deposits of this quadrangle have not been highly 
productive. As nearly as they can be estimated they have 
yielded less than $2,000,000. The silver-gold lodes at 
Philipsburg, Combination, and other deposits, predominantly 
argentiferous, have not yielded placers; the auriferous lodes at 
Henderson, Cable, Georgetown, and in the drainage basins of 
Boulder and Gold creeks, have supplied workable gravels. 
At present not more than a few thousand dollars worth of gold 
is obtained annually from placers, and in the summer of 1907 
about a score of men were engaged in washing. The methods 
employed are groundsluicing and hydraulicking. At some 
places drifts are run along the bedrock. The deposits are 
stream gravels and glacial gravels. As a rule the material is 
so coarse that it is expensive to remove and the profits of 
operation are small. It is possible, however, if the depth to 
bedrock does not prohibit operations, that certain deposits 
near Henderson and Cable may be worked by cheaper methods. 

NONMETALLIFEROUS RESOURCES. 
By F. C. CALKINS. 

Although not comparable with the ores in economic import
ance, some non metalliferous mineral resources deserve brief 
mention. These are water, limestone, silica, phosphate, and 
building stone. 

Water. -- Water is utilized not only for the ol'dinary 
domestic uses, but in small measure for irrigation and in 
larger measure for power. Wells sunk in the valleys reach 
water at moderate depths and among the hills the many 
streams render wells unnecessary. Although irrigation is 
practiced on a small scale by farmers in Philipsburg Valley, 
no important system of ditches has been constructed, and the 
demand is far from overtaxing the supply. 

At the time of survey water power was used in only one 
large plant-that of the Anaconda Copper Mining Co., on 
Flint Creek between Philipsburg Valley and Georgetown 
Lake, which is utilized as a resel'Yoir. This development 
takes advantage of a remarkable combination of natural con
ditions, which seem first to have been recognized by the late 
Paul A. Fusz. Not many years ago, the site of Georgetown 
Lake was merely a broad meadow with no more standing water 
than sufficed to make a part of it marshy. It received how
ever, the waters of a large· drainage basin, and emptied through 
it gorge of' remarkably steep gradient-about 600 feet in the 
first mile-which ended in a broad flat valley that afforded 
site for a power house. A very small dam at the head of the 
gorge sufficed to convert the basin into a lake, which now has 
an area of about 6 square miles. The water is conveyed by a 
flume to a point directly uphill from the power house, whence 
the current is wired to Anaconda. The water power was 
formerly owned by the Granite-Bimetallic Mining Co. but is 
no,Y the property of the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. 

Silver Lake is used as a storage reservoir by the same 
company. The waters of Storm Lake and Twin Lakes creeks 
are diverted to it, and water is pumped from it to augment the 
flow of 'V arm Spring Creek when that is insufficient. Storm 
Lake and Hearst Lake also have been increased in capacity by 
damming and are used as storage reservoirs. 

Limestone. -- Limestone is abundant in the Philipsburg 
quadrangle, but it is so generally distributed over a large part 
of western Montana that its value in this region depends 
mainly on accessibility and demand. It is not exploited in 
this quadrangle except at the localit.ies most accessible from 
Anaconda. At .Browns, on the railroad up Warm Spring 
Creek, there is a large limestone quarry owned by the Anaconda 
Copper MininK Co., which employs the rock as flux in the 

'Vashoe smelter at Anaconda. Near the quarry but south of 
the creek is a limekiln that is supplied with rock from a small 
separate quarry. The rock in both quarries belongs to the 
Madison limestone, which is purer than that of other forma
tions, and nearly free from magnesia. 

Silioa.-Quartzite of the Quadrant formation is quarried at 
Browns for use as a flux in the Washoe smelter. 

Phosphate.-Rock phosphate, large quantities of 'which have 
been found, in late years, in Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, and 
Montana, is a material of great value for making fertilizer. 
Its presence in the Philipsburg quadrangle was not known 
at the time of the survey on which this folio is based, but 
it was found there in 1911 by J. T. Pardee, from whom 
the following information was obtained. The phosphate here 
occurs in the Quadrant formation between the two main strata 
of quartzite. It has' been found at the same horizon in many 
places near the Philipsburg quadrangle and appears to be 
distributed coextensively with the Quadrant formation over a 
large part of western Montana. Careful search might reveal it 
in many of the Quadrant areas in the Philipsburg quadrangle, 
but it has been definitely recognized and studied only at Flag
staff Hill, in Philipsburg, and on Boulder Creek neal' Flint. 

The exposures at Flagstaff Hill give a fairly good section of 
the phosphatic strata. The beds between the two main bodies 
of quartzite are described in the following table: 

Eieation of phosphatic beds on Flagstaff Hill. 

I 
Thleknell8. c~:rpo..t. 
Ft. in. 

Brown phosphate ______________ _ ________________ ; (j 6 25.8 

Brownish-yellowphosphaticshaJe __________________ 4 Hi. 87 
Black phosphate ______________ . ___ _ 
Soft clayey phosphate ___________________________ . ____ _ 

Brown to blue clayey phosphate ________________ . __ _ 

Brown to black phosphate ____ _ 
Cherty materiaL ___________ _ 
Dull-gray lImestone ______ _ 

69.80 

48.02 

25.18 

49.51> 
4.99 

0.41 

The fairly high grade of the material and its nearness to 
transportation make it a resource of considerable prospective 
importance. A special ad vantage of any phosphate that may 
be discovered in the more accessible parts of the quadrangle 
might consist in its nearness to the Anaconda smelter. In 
order to be made into fertilizer, the rock phosphate must be 
treated with sulphuric acid. It has been suggested that much 
of the sulphur dioxide which now escapes from the stack of the 
smelter might be thus utilized. 

Building stone.-Although stone has been used to a slight 
extent in buildings erected in this region, the Hope mill, con
structed partly of granite, is the only large structure made of 
that material, and building stone is not regularly quarried 
within the quadrangle. It is not likely that it will ever he a 
valuable commercial resource here, for the limestone and the 
granitoid rocks most nearly suitable for dressed stone are in 
most places too much jointed and shattered to be obtainable 
in. blocks of proper size. The rock that seems most likely to 
be quarried profitably is the granite of Lost Creek, which is 
not much affected by joints except those neal' the surface, 
which are presumably due to weathering. It is very massive 
in the glaciated outcrops on Lost Creek, which are fairly acces
sible to lines of transportation. The cream-white tint of the 
rock is agreeable and rather uncommon. 

The andesitic tuff on Warm Spring Creek and near Ana
conda could probably be used as a building stone in structures 
where great crushing strength and endurance are not required, 
for it resembles rock that is used for building at Bakel' City, 
Oreg., and elsewhere. ~ts lightness and accessibility and the 
ease with which it could be worked would make it economical. 
It is broken and crumbly in surface exposures, but it might 
prove sufficiently firm at moderate depths below the surface. 
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PLATE IX.-MAGNESIAN LIMESTONE OF LOWER PART OF 
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Anl!ular and rounded fral!ments of dark· red arg;!I't,., inclosed as p,.,bbl<'!S in Ih,., 
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